Writing for the Geographical Association
Information on writing for Geography

Geography aims to re-energise the subject at all levels of education by stimulating dialogue and debate

about the essential character and contribution of the subject. Articles submitted should be relevant to
geographers and educationalists in schools, colleges and universities worldwide and to those involved in
teaching, curriculum development, advanced study and research.

Planning your article
The Editorial Collective welcomes articles that:
 provide scholarly summaries and interpretations of current research and debates about particular
aspects of geography, geography as a whole or geographical education
 explore the implications and consequences of changes in the subject and in education for the wellbeing and progress of geography at all levels
 make meaningful and substantive connections between everyday life, public policy and geographical
understanding and so help to widen participation and interest in geography
 foster a critical and analytical approach to the subject and aim to challenge popular assumptions
about place, space and environment
 explore and develop opportunities to gain geographical insights from and develop synergies with
other disciplines and new and unusual resources.
Articles should normally be one of the following types:
 Main articles (3000–4000 words): substantive articles with a clear focus, analysis and summary or
conclusions. An abstract of 100–150 words should be included. Main articles will be peer reviewed.
 Challenging Assumptions (1000–2000 words): short items presenting a well-argued viewpoint
which challenges existing ideas or throws a new light on a current issue or debate.
 This Changing World (1500 words): short articles aimed at updating readers about a current
topic, place, educational matter or trend.
 Spotlight on… (2000 words): short items focusing on a book, idea, approach, resource or
technique and exploring its relevance and challenges for geography and geography education.
Challenging Assumptions, This Changing World and Spotlight on… articles do not require an
abstract and will not be peer reviewed.
There is also a reviews section. For details on how to submit material for review, or to review resources,
please email Dorcas Brown (dbrown@geography.org.uk).
The Route to Publication diagram (page 3) sets out what you can expect at each stage.

Submitting your manuscript
Typescript: Please type your manuscript in Word and submit either on disk or via email (address below).
Please also submit a separate cover sheet, including the title of the article, the authors’ name(s), affiliation,
address, telephone and fax numbers, email address, the type of article (see above), a word count, and three
to five key words. To facilitate anonymous refereeing these details should not be included elsewhere on the
manuscript.
Refereeing: Manuscripts submitted for the main section of the journal are peer reviewed. Independently
submitted articles are sent to at least two referees; commissioned articles to one referee. On receipt of the
referees’ reports, you will be notified of the status of your manuscript.
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Figures: All line drawings, maps, photos and tables should be referred to as ‘Figure’ and numbered
consecutively with a relevant caption. Most illustrations and maps will be redrawn in the house style. Any
photos will need to be available at high-resolution (300+ dpi). Please supply digital images in either jpeg, pdf
or tif format.
Copyright: All photographs, maps and diagrams will need copyright permission. As a general rule, text
excerpts of up to 100 words can be quoted without permission. The GA will seek permission to use material
under copyright providing the following information is supplied:
 title of original source/publication
 date of publication
 author(s)
 publisher, including address
 details of photo/diagram/text, including page number.
Where we are unable to obtain permission, for whatever reason, the GA will attempt to find similar
replacements. If this is impossible, it may be necessary to remove the figure.
Web resources: Authors are also encouraged to provide linked electronic resources (pdf files, photos, video
clips, audio material) and/or further comment and information for inclusion on the GA website.
Glossary: If you use specialist words and terms in your text, please include a glossary. Your explanations of
words and terms should be in simple English.
References: Use the Harvard system:
 In the main body of the text cite authors’ surname(s) and date in brackets, e.g. (Healey and
Ilbery, 1990). Where you quote directly from another text please include the page number(s), e.g.
(Healey and Ilbery, 1990, pp. 120-1).
 At the end of the text list full bibliographic details in alphabetical order.
Informational notes: number notes consecutively using superscript numerals then list at the end of the
article. Please keep these to a minimum.
Proofs: We send pdf proofs to the corresponding author only. Printed proofs are available on request. You
are expected to return your amends promptly and should correct typesetter’s errors only.
On publication: You will receive three bound copies of the issue and a pdf copy of your article.
Send your article to:
Dorcas Brown
Senior Production Editor
The Geographical Association
160 Solly Street
Sheffield
S1 4BF
Email: dbrown@geography.org.uk
Tel: 0114 296 0088; Fax: 0114 296 7176
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The route to publication in Geography
Check the writing guidelines
for Geography and decide
which type of article you want
to write. If you are unsure,
contact the Geography
Production Editor.

Write the article:
 keep to the specified word count
 provide or suggest suitable illustrative material (photos,
diagrams, maps)
 keep the writing style tight and use plain English as far
as possible.

Send the article to the
Geography Production Editor,
who will log it into the system
before sending it to a member
of the journal’s Editorial
Collective for consideration.

Main articles will be
reviewed at least two
external referees. The
Editorial Collective will use
their comments to inform
their decision.

Spotlight
on.../Challenging
Assumptions/This
Changing World articles
will be considered by the
Editorial Collective.
Based on the referees’/Editorial
Collective’s feedback, you may
be asked to make some
amends. Please consider the
comments carefully and
respond appropriately.

Submit your revised
article for further
consideration by the
Editorial Collective.

On acceptance, your article will be scheduled for production in the next available issue:
 It will be sent to a copy editor to check spelling, punctuation, grammar and house style.
 Any maps/diagrams will be redrawn by our cartographer.
 The final text and figures will be sent to our designer.

You will be sent pdf
proofs to check and
a letter asking you to
transfer copyright of
the article to the GA.

On publication you will receive
a pdf of your article and three
printed copies of the full issue.
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