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Dear Headteacher, 
 

Why should your school apply for the Secondary Geography Quality Mark (SGQM)? 
 

This prestigious award process raises standards and drives school improvement through the 
use a robust framework which enables you to evaluate, analyse and reflect on the quality 
of learning, teaching, leadership and curriculum development across your school’s 
geographical provision. 

 
The SGQM: 

 
 is highly valued by school leaders nationally and internationally, allowing the 

dissemination and celebration of standards and geographical learning. 
 

 is a process of powerful self-evaluation and reflection asking: ‘What geography is 
like in our school?’, ‘How do we know?’ and ‘What can we do to improve 
standards?’ 

 
 raises the profile of geography across the whole school community: parents, 

teachers, governors and students. 
 

 provides opportunities to engage in collaborative critical reflection of teaching, 
learning and subject leadership. 

 
 delivers impactful and rigorous CPD which meets the 2016 standard for teachers’ 

professional development. 
 

 has a proven track record with over 1000 successful Geography Quality Mark 
schools forming an international network supported by the GA. 

 
Teachers are supported throughout the process with guidance, resources and access to a 
network of practitioners. The rigorous assessment and moderation process is based on 
national standards and the feedback offers critical advice for future development. 

 
Participating schools are unanimous in their praise of a process which has had significant 
impact on the standards of geographical learning. 

http://www.geography.org.uk/


“Through the SGQM process we were able to identify the areas of the curriculum 
that were not being exposed to best practice and take steps to put this right.” 

Glenn Welch, St Gregory's RC Comprehensive, Tunbridge Wells 
 

“The most enjoyable aspect of the process was the ability to use pupils’ work as 
evidence, and informing them of this.” 

David McGrath, Oakfield School, Frome 
 
 
 

Register by visiting the SGQM page on the GA website or emailing 
info@geography.org.uk 

 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 

Alan Kinder Becky Kitchen 
Chief Executive Head of Professional Development 
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