
A66: Causes of possible problems for haulage companies

Fog forms on the high ground more frequently
than on the lower ground, reducing visibility, and
leading to slower traffic flow.

There are several accident ‘blackspots’ along the
route. The road is viewed by some drivers, and the
authorities as a high-risk route.

If the road is closed for any reason, the diversion
routes are often unsuitable for HGVs as they are
narrow with steep gradients, so they are forced to
wait for the road to reopen.

Higher ground means lower temperatures. Ice and
frost can form early in the morning. This can cause
problems with traction on steep stretches.

The A66 is very busy during peak holiday periods
as a route taken by people heading to popular
destinations such as the Lake District.

The exposed nature of the road means that strong
winds can cause problems for high-sided vehicles,
which reduces their overall speed. Moorland runs
along the highest stretches.

Heavy traffic flow means that the road surface
requires more regular attention and resurfacing
work, which means delays for roadworks.

There are frequent speed checks in place as car
drivers try to overtake lorries on the shorter dual-
carriageways stretches.

There are only a few places where fuel can be
purchased, so stops have to be planned carefully.

If there are problems on the A66, diversions can
be very long, which adds a lot of time and fuel
costs to journeys. Traffic can also be trapped for
hours on some stretches.

Snow gates are fitted on the A66, and these are
closed when bad snow is forecast, or there are
problems developing on the highest stretches.

Queues can develop on Bank Holiday weekends.
This slows down vehicles and can affect delivery
schedules.

There are major events such as the Appleby Horse
Fair in Cumbria which lead to higher levels of
traffic flow.

Striped poles run alongside the higher stretches of
road, which are designed to show the route if
snowfall obscures it. This indicates the greater
chance of snow falling.

Caravans are common along the route, which can
cause slower speeds, but the exposed nature of
the road means that they are also prone to being
blown over.

Extremes of temperature and frost, along with
heavy use by vehicles contribute to the formation
of pot holes and other damage to the road
surface. This can potentially damage vehicles and
cause punctures.

For further reading on this area:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/365285/N
orth_Pennines.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/365285/North_Pennines.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/365285/North_Pennines.pdf

