
Traffic Census data downloads

The Department for Transport (DfT) counts traffic at a number of key locations around the
country, particularly around large urban centres. These data can be accessed now.

Go to: http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/

Choose Interactive Map to go to: http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php

The default local authority is Westminster.

Use the dropdown box to find your local authority, and change the map to your location.
Drag and zoom until you find the area where you live/where your school is located, or use
the AREA option.

How far is the nearest survey point from your local school?

You can change the AREA to a particular local authority e.g. Durham for the A66.

Click on a count point logo, make a note of the id number, then click the relevant download
link.

http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php


A CSV file will download. This is a form of spreadsheet file, which can be opened using an
appropriate piece of software, and graphed using a spreadsheet, or potentially used in GIS
software such as QGIS or ArcGIS Online.

The data shows Average Annual Daily Flow (AADF) for a number of years for a number of
vehicle types.

Students could explore which sections of a major route might be the busiest, for example, or
provide some analysis of the changing flow of traffic over time as a route gets busier (or
potentially a new bypass removes traffic from what was previously a busy route).
The data are based on manual counts, rather than automatic counts.

There are larger files available from the same site, including a very useful file showing the
major roads network as a zipped file for use in GIS software.
http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/download.php

A help file on what the data means can be downloaded as a PDF file:
http://data.dft.gov.uk/gb-traffic-matrix/all-traffic-data-metadata.pdf

http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/download.php
http://data.dft.gov.uk/gb-traffic-matrix/all-traffic-data-metadata.pdf

