
Primary geography-specific content for the Early Career Framework  
 
This guidance contains embedded links to the geography support available from the Geographical 
Association (GA) for primary teachers. Users need either a personal or school GA membership to 
access and download these support materials.  
The publications referenced in the guidance are:  

• Primary Geography (published three times per year by the GA) 

• Roberts, M. (2013) Geography through Enquiry: An approach to teaching and learning 
in the secondary school, Sheffield: Geographical Association  

• Willy, T. (ed) (2019) Leading Primary Geography, Sheffield: Geographical Association.  
Key:  

Articles from GA published books 
Articles from Primary Geography 
Links to the GA website  
Links to publications for purchase from the GA Shop 

Theme References to support geography ECTs 

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT   
Related to Teachers’ Standards S1 High Expectations and S7 Managing Behaviour 
Key Themes References to support geography ECTs 

Teachers can affect pupils’ wellbeing, 
motivation and behaviour  
 
 
Teachers as role models 
 
 
 
 
Routines, consistency, clear instructions 
are important 
 

High quality primary teaching and high expectations 
promote positive pupil behaviour and create an 
effective classroom learning environment.  
 
Read section 1 'Introduction' by Tessa Willy & Steve 
Rawlinson in Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T 
Willey, 2019).  Focus on navigating geography to 
nurture pupils as geographical learners. 
 
Read Chapter 3: ‘The role of the teacher in an enquiry 
approach’ p.29-33, in Geography Through Enquiry: 
Approaches to teaching and learning in the 
secondary school.  Focus on the role of the teacher in 
leading effective geographical learning.  

A supportive and inclusive environment 
 
 
 
 
A secure, supportive and inclusive 
environment; shared values and a 
classroom culture of mutual trust and 
respect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Building effective relationships 
 
 

See: Creating an inclusive geography classroom 
 
A useful link for 'Creating a Culture' (not geography 
specific) 
 
Read Pirbhai-Illich, F. & Martin, F (2020) 
Fundamental British Values: geography's 
contribution to understanding difference, Primary 
Geography, 103, pp.23-25 
 
Tipping, M. (2020)' We have far more in common 
than that which divides us', Primary Geography, 103, 
pp.26-27 (focus on P4C through geography) 
 
Teachers of primary geography will pay particular 
attention to establishing a safe learning environment 
when teaching outside the classroom’ refer to the 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop
https://www.geography.org.uk/Creating-an-inclusive-geography-classroom
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/602487/Tom_Bennett_Independent_Review_of_Behaviour_in_Schools.pdf


web pages by the Royal Geographical Society about 
Fieldwork Safety. 
 
Rose, A. (2020) Perspectives on outdoor activities 
and varieties of geography, Primary Geography, 101, 
pp.17-19 
 

Teacher expectations: goals that challenge 
and stretch pupils: pupil engagement 
 
 
 
Positive learning environments where 
pupils can make mistakes and learn from 
them 
 
Teachers influence on pupils’ resilience 
and beliefs about their ability to succeed 

Read section 1 'Introduction' by Tessa Willy & Steve 
Rawlinson in Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T 
Willey, 2019).  Focus on nurturing and engaging 
pupils. 
 
High quality primary geography makes reference to 
high expectations that motivate and challenge pupils 
to engage with geographical learning:  

• Independent practice and learning activities in 
geography can be accessed here 

• Thinking through geography approaches to 
classroom pedagogy and practice can be 
accessed here 

• Critical thinking in geography can be accessed 
here 

 
Hamilton, A. (2020) Using 'Critical thinking for 
Achievement' to challenge pupils' thinking, Primary 
Geography, 103, pp.8-9 
 

Influence of pupils’ prior experiences Consider students’ personal geographies in lessons: 
Geography for young people.  
 
Burnett, L. (2020) Our complex world Primary 
Geography, 101, pp.26-27.  Consideration given for 
tackling stereotypes or misconceptions about places 
in our lessons to teach pupils about the complex 
world we live in). 
 

Upholding high expectations 
 

High quality primary geography makes reference to 

high expectations to maintain high levels of 

engagement in lessons.  Useful links around here 

 

Read section 1 'Introduction' by Tessa Willy & Steve 
Rawlinson in Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T 
Willey, 2019).  Consideration to the value and place 
of geography in the curriculum. 
 

PEDAGOGY  
Related to Teachers’ Standards S2 How Pupils Learn. S4 Classroom Practice and S5 
Adaptive Teaching 

Some Key Themes References to support geography ECTs 

Working memory and long-term memory For information on how students learn geography: 

https://www.rgs.org/in-the-field/fieldwork-in-schools/fieldwork-safety-and-planning/risk-assessments/
https://www.geography.org.uk/Independent-practice-learning-activities-for-geography-classrooms
https://www.geography.org.uk/Thinking-through-geography-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/Critical-thinking-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geography-for-young-people
https://www.geography.org.uk/Inclusion-and-differentiation


 
Retrieve information from memory 

How do students learn in geography can be accessed 
here   

Prior knowledge 
 

To help students make links between new 
knowledge and prior knowledge see assessment in 
primary geography, Making connections for 
geographical learning and Progression in 
geographical learning  
 

Misconceptions  
 

For misconceptions in geography  
This link will take you to a chapter written by Stephen 
Scoffham about misconceptions in primary 
geography from the perspective of young 
geographers.   
 
This link will provide you with a useful overview for 
teaching about distant places. 
 

Regular review and practice of key ideas 
and concepts.  

Read section 2 'Key Concepts' by Simon Catling in 
Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 2019) to 
understand the nature of key concepts and big ideas 
in geography. 
 
Concepts in geography can be accessed here 
 
Consider activities Using visual images in geography 
to assist students to recall earlier learning and 
practice key ideas and concepts. 

Worked examples and breaking complex 
material into smaller steps 
 

For using worked and partially completed examples 
see: Modelling and demonstration and also see 
Scaffolding geographical learning. 

Progression - secure foundational 
knowledge before more complex content 

Useful links for the planning and sequencing the 
geography curriculum are:   

• Planning a primary geography curriculum 

• Progression in geographical learning 

• Planning for continuity and progression 

Linking new ideas to what has been 
previously learned  
 
Starting expositions at the point of 
current pupil understanding  
 
Explicit teaching and combining verbal 
explanation with relevant diagram/image 
 
Using concrete representation of abstract 
ideas  

Follow these links: 

• Planning geography lessons 

• Exposition and explaining 

• Using resources in geography teaching 
 
 
Consider explicit teaching in aspects such as: 

• Fieldwork subject knowledge 

• Teaching place knowledge 

• Map skills 

• Geographical skills 
 

The Everyday Guide to Primary Geography: 
Locational Knowledge can be accessed here (via GA 
shop) 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Students-learning-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Assessing-progress-in-primary-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Making-connections-for-learning
https://www.geography.org.uk/Making-connections-for-learning
/Progression-in-geographical-learning
/Progression-in-geographical-learning
https://www.geography.org.uk/download/ga_gtipscoffhamphbextract.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-distant-places
https://www.geography.org.uk/Concepts-in-geography-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/Using-visual-images-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Explicit-teaching/Modelling-and-demonstration
/Scaffolding-geographical-learning
https://www.geography.org.uk/Early-Years-and-primary-curriculum
/Progression-in-geographical-learning
/Progression-in-geographical-learning
https://www.geography.org.uk/Planning-for-continuity-and-progression
https://www.geography.org.uk/Planning-geography-lessons
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-styles-and-strategies/Geography-exposition
https://www.geography.org.uk/Using-resources-for-geography-teaching
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GA_ITE_SFT_Fieldwork_knowledge.docx
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GA_ITE_SFT_Fieldwork_knowledge.docx
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-place-knowledge
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-place-knowledge
https://www.geography.org.uk/Maps-and-graphicacy
https://www.geography.org.uk/Maps-and-graphicacy
https://www.geography.org.uk/Why-and-how-to-teach-geography/Geographical-skills
https://www.geography.org.uk/Why-and-how-to-teach-geography/Geographical-skills
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Product-type/Books/The-Everyday-Guide-To-Primary-Geography-Locational-Knowledge/9781843774686


The Everyday Guide to Primary Geography: Maps can 
be accessed here (via GA shop) 
 
The Everyday Guide to Primary Geography: 
Fieldwork can be accessed here (via GA shop) 
 

Introduce material in steps  and 
modelling; making abstract ideas concrete 
and accessible; narrating thought 
processes – ‘thinking aloud’ 

Follow these links: 

• Planning geography lessons 

• Modelling and demonstration 

Explicit teaching of metacognitive 
strategies  

See Metacognition 
 
Practice guides and exemplification of critical 
thinking through primary geography can be accessed 
here 
 

Questioning  Assessment and progression framework can be 
accessed here. Assessing progress in primary 
geography can be accessed here.  'Questions in the 
geography classroom' can be accessed here. 
 
See also Assessment in geography. 
 

High-quality classroom talk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Providing scaffolds for pupil talk to 
increase the focus and rigour of dialogue. 
 

The Everyday Guide to Primary Geography: Story can 
be accessed here (via GA shop) 
 
Dolan, A. (2020) Understanding migration through 
children's literature, Primary Geography, 101, pp.28-
29 
 
Useful link for primary geography & literacy 
 
Read Chapter 10: ‘Teachers’ talk in the enquiry 
classroom’ in Geography Through Enquiry: 
Approaches to teaching and learning in the 
secondary school. 
 

Designing practice and tasks that provide 
just enough support 
 
Paired and group activities groupings on 
pupil effective collaborative or paired 
 
Guides, scaffolds and worked examples 
help pupils apply new ideas  
 
 
Independent work and Homework 

In geography lessons classroom practice involves 
active learning in which students use and apply new 
knowledge.  For information about collaborative 
working see group discussions in geography.   
 
Also see practice for information on scaffolding, 
retrieval practice and independent practice. 
   
Also see Enquiry and experiential learning  
 
To support home learning  

Critical thinking and problem solving 
consolidate and practise applying new 
knowledge and skills. 

Read section 4 'Teaching Approaches' by Richard 
Hatwood in Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 
2019). 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Product-type/Books/The-Everyday-Guide-to-Primary-Geography-Maps/9781843773306
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Product-type/Books/The-Everyday-Guide-to-Primary-Geography-Fieldwork/9781843773672
https://www.geography.org.uk/Planning-geography-lessons
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-styles-and-strategies/Modelling-and-demonstration
https://www.geography.org.uk/Metacognition
https://www.geography.org.uk/Critical-thinking-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GA_Assessment_4pp_flyer-3-1.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Assessing-progress-in-primary-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-styles-and-strategies/Questions-in-the-geography-classroo
https://www.geography.org.uk/assessment-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Key-stage/Key-stage-1/The-Everyday-Guide-to-Primary-Geography-Story/9781843773290
https://www.geography.org.uk/Primary-geography-and-literacy
https://www.geography.org.uk/Learning-to-teach-secondary-geography/Classroom-practice
https://www.geography.org.uk/Active-learning-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-styles-and-strategies/Group-discussions-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Practice
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Teacher%20education/GA_ITE_SFT_Scaffolding.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Enquiry-and-experiential-learning
https://www.geography.org.uk/Primary-geography-from-home


 
Exposing potential pitfalls  
Planning activities around what you want 
pupils to think hard about 
 
 

 
Useful links for how to build increasingly complex 
mental models in geography teaching, deep learning 
and critical thinking are: 

• Critical thinking 

• Thinking through geography 

• Planning for geographical enquiry 
This link provides a summary of critical thinking and 
problem solving in primary school best practice.  Also 
see the GA support sheets: Why ‘Thinking through 
Geography’ is important?’ 
 

Understanding students’ differences Refer to Teaching students with different learning 
needs. 
Wallace, G (2008) 'Refugee Boy: Geography, 
inclusion and inequality', Primary Geography p.27-
29) 

Adapting teaching responsively and 
supporting all to access the curriculum 
 

For information on adaptive teaching and being 

responsive to learners needs in geography see: 

Inclusion and adaptive teaching Also see:  Diagnostic 

assessment.   

Providing scaffolds for learning Refer to: Scaffolding geographical learning. 

Teaching students who require different 
levels and types of support 

Supporting pupils' diverse learning needs can be 
accessed here 

SEND code of practice and working with 
others to support students. 

Refer to Teaching students with different learning 
needs.  Also see: Working with teaching assistants. 

CURRICULUM Related to Teachers’ Standards S3 Subject and Curriculum 
Some Key Themes References to support geography ECTs 

Geographical themes and references Focus on specific aspects of geography as provided in 
these links:  

• Critical thinking 

• Teaching for sustainability 

• Values and controversial issues 

• Primary CPD resource packs designed to enable 
teachers to feel more confident in a range of 
content areas e.g. enquiry and critical thinking, 
fieldwork, developing geography  
 

Fieldwork & outdoor learning: 
Tanner, J (2021) 'Progression in geographical 
fieldwork experiences', Primary Geography, 104, 1 
p.13-17.  
Whitehouse, S. & Jones, V. (2020)  A discovery 
approach to fieldwork, Primary Geography, 101, 
pp.23 
Richardson, P. (2019) 'Settling Nerves: Undertaking 
fieldwork in challenging locations', Primary 
Geography, p.24-25. 
 

• Fieldwork and emotional mapping 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Critical-thinking-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-styles-and-strategies/Thinking-through-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Planning-for-geographical-enquiry-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GA_CTproblemsolvingactionresearchCohort123primary.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GA_ITE_SFT_Why_thinking_through_is_important.docx
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GA_ITE_SFT_Why_thinking_through_is_important.docx
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-students-with-different-learning-needs
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-students-with-different-learning-needs
https://www.geography.org.uk/inclusion-and-adaptation
https://www.geography.org.uk/Diagnostic-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/Diagnostic-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/Scaffolding-geographical-learning
https://www.geography.org.uk/inclusion-and-adaptation
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-students-with-different-learning-needs
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-students-with-different-learning-needs
https://www.geography.org.uk/Working-with-teaching-assistants
https://www.geography.org.uk/Critical-thinking-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/young-geographers-go-green-online-cpd
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-geography-themes/Values-and-controversial-issues
https://www.geography.org.uk/cpd-resources
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/map-bike-walk


• This link will take you to free learning resources 
which can be used to support geographical skills 
using the Digimap for Schools resource 
(subscription based) 

• This link will take you to high quality free 
resources to support with the teaching of 
geographical skills 

• This link will take you to ‘Time for Geography’ – a 
useful website containing videos which provide 
knowledge boosters for teachers.  This may be 
particularly useful for teachers in UKS2 

 

Understanding curriculum  Read section 5 'Geography in your Curriculum' by 
Richard Greenwood in Leading Primary Geography' 
(Ed T Willey, 2019). 
 
Read section 6 'Integrating Geography' by Iwaskow, 
Tanner, Ballin & Pike, in Leading Primary Geography' 
(Ed T Willey, 2019). 
 
Burns, R. (2020) Leading towards a knowledge-rich 
curriculum - part 1: essence and aims, Primary 
Geography, 102, pp6-8 
 
Burns, R. (2020) Leading towards a knowledge-rich 
curriculum - part 2: the elements, Primary 
Geography, 102, pp20-22 
 
Burns, R. (2020) Leading towards a knowledge-rich 
curriculum - part 3: actions for change, Primary 
Geography, 102, pp28-29 
 

Secure subject knowledge for effective 
teaching 

This link will provide a useful reference point for 
reflecting on subject and curriculum knowledge. 
 
This link will take you to the 'In The Know' series.  This 
series is designed to help primary teachers with their 
background knowledge of geographical themes and 
topics.   
 
The links below provide useful starting points for 
teaching various topics 

• Coasts (KS1-2) 

• Weather (KS1-2) 

• Climate zones and climate change 

• Energy 

• Grid references and map symbols 

• Investigating longitude, latitude and day light 
KS1-2 

• Investigating mountains and volcanoes KS1-2 

• Resources KS1-2 

https://dfsresources.edina.ac.uk/resources/subject/primary-87
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/education/teacher-resources
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
https://www.geography.org.uk/good-geography-knowledge
https://www.geography.org.uk/in-the-know
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-coasts
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-weather
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-climate-zones-and-climate-change
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-energy
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-grid-references-and-map-symbols
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-longitude-latitude-daylight
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-longitude-latitude-daylight
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-mountains-volcanoes
https://www.geography.org.uk/investigating-resources-at-key-stage-1-2


• Rivers and the water cycle KS1-2 

• Settlement KS1-2 

Essential concepts, knowledge, skills and 
principles of the subject  

Read section 2 'Key Concepts' by Simon Catling in 
Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 2019). 
 
Read section 3 'Key Skills' by Stephen Pickering in 
Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 2019). 
 
Owens, P. Willly, T. & Witt, S. (2021) 'Empowering 
pupils, geography & geographers' Primary 
Geography, 104, 1 p.6-7.  
 
This link will take you to useful information about 
high quality geography in the primary curriculum 
 

Useful link for resourcing your primary geography 
curriculum  Useful link for geography resources and 
how to use and evaluate them  
 
The Everyday Guide to Primary Geography: Local 
Fieldwork can be accessed here (via GA shop) 
The everyday Guide to Primary Geography: Maps can 
be accessed here (via GA shop) 
The everyday guide to Primary Geography: 
Locational knowledge can be accessed here 
 

Providing opportunity for all students to 
learn and master concepts, knowledge 
and skills 

Read section 2 'Key Concepts' by Simon Catling in 
Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 2019). 
 
Read section 3 'Key Skills' by Stephen Pickering in 
Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 2019). 
 

Read Chapter 9: ‘Developing conceptual 
understanding through geographical enquiry’ in 
Geography Through Enquiry: Approaches to teaching 
and learning in the secondary school. 
 
For challenging academic expectations in the 
context of geographical enquiry see: Geographical 
enquiry: the teacher’s role 

Carefully sequencing teaching to secure 
foundational concepts before moving on 
and learning new ideas by linking those 
ideas to existing knowledge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read section 3 'Key Skills' by Stephen Pickering in 
Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 2019). 
 
Read section 5 'Geography in your Curriculum' by 
Richard Greenwood in Leading Primary Geography' 
(Ed T Willey, 2019). 
Read section 6 'Integrating Geography' by Iwaskow, 
Tanner, Ballin & Pike, in Leading Primary Geography' 
(Ed T Willey, 2019). 

https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-rivers-the-water-cycle
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-settlement
https://www.geography.org.uk/Guide-to-the-Primary-Geography-National-Curriculum
https://www.geography.org.uk/Resourcing-the-primary-geography-curriculum-
https://www.geography.org.uk/ITE-Resources
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Key-stage/Key-stage-1/The-Everyday-Guide-to-Primary-Geography-Fieldwork/9781843773672
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Key-stage/Key-stage-1/The-Everyday-Guide-to-Primary-Geography-Maps/9781843773306
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Recently-added/New-products--2/The-Everyday-Guide-To-Primary-Geography-Locational-Knowledge/9781843774686
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geographical-enquiry-The-teacher-role
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geographical-enquiry-The-teacher-role


Revisiting the big ideas of the subject over 
time and teaching key concepts through a 
range of examples  

Useful link for primary geography medium term 
learning schemes for KS1 can be accessed here & KS2 
here 
 
This link will take you to resources which will support 
you to develop coherent learning with a focus on the 
global dimension through geography 
 
For the planning and sequencing the geography 

curriculum see:   

• Useful link for geographical concepts and big 
ideas can be accessed here. (Whilst this article 
has a secondary focus key elements are relevant 
for primary colleagues)  

 

Anticipating students’ misconceptions See: Misconceptions 

Exploring pupil stereotypes 

Ensuring pupils’ thinking is focused on key 
ideas within the subject.  
 
 
 
 
 
For students to think critically, they must 
have a secure understanding of 
knowledge within the subject area they 
are being asked to think critically about 
 
 

Useful links for how to build increasingly complex 
mental models in geography teaching, deep learning 
and critical thinking are: 

• Critical thinking 

• Thinking through geography 

• Planning for geographical enquiry 
This link provides a summary of critical thinking and 
problem solving in primary school best practice 
 
Read section 4 'Teaching Approaches' by Richard 
Hatwood in Leading Primary Geography' (Ed T Willey, 
2019). 
 

Using resources, analogies, illustrations, 
examples, models and demonstrations  
 

Useful links are: 

• Explicit teaching 

• Using resources for geography teaching 

• Apps to support geographical work in the 

primary classroom 

For constructing models which show students what a 
good response or performance looks like explore 
modelling and demonstration 
 

Delivering a carefully sequenced and 
coherent curriculum  
Understanding curriculum design 

Geography curriculum planning 
 
 Read section 6 'Integrating Geography' by Iwaskow, 
Tanner, Ballin & Pike, in Leading Primary Geography' 
(Ed T Willey, 2019). 

Every teacher can improve pupils’ literacy, 
including by explicitly teaching reading, 
writing and oral language skills specific to 
individual disciplines.  

 
Numeracy 

For teaching vocabulary and developing subject 
specific literacy skills in geography: 

• Enquiry & critical thinking Primary CPD pack can 
be purchased here 

 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Key-stage/Key-stage-1/
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/Key-stage/Key-stage-2/
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geography-and-the-Global-Dimension-online-cpd
https://www.geography.org.uk/Concepts
https://www.geography.org.uk/Misconceptions-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Critical-thinking-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-styles-and-strategies/Thinking-through-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Planning-for-geographical-enquiry-1
https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/GA_CTproblemsolvingactionresearchCohort123primary.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Explicit-teaching
https://www.geography.org.uk/Using-resources-for-geography-teaching
https://www.geography.org.uk/Teaching-styles-and-strategies/Modelling-and-demonstration
https://www.geography.org.uk/Good-geography-subject-knowledge/Curriculum-planning
https://www.geography.org.uk/eBooks-detail/695c513e-e36c-4cc3-8354-d0a5bc4d0245


• Cross curricular geography & mathematics (KS2-
3 transition) can be accessed here & a link to 'The 
Everyday Guide to Primary Geography: Maths' 
which can be accessed here (via GA shop) 

• Morris, G (2014) 'Creative maths outdoors', 
Primary Geography 84 (2), p.28-29 

 

ASSESSMENT Related to Teachers’ Standards S6 Assessment 
Some Key Themes References to support geography ECTs 

Making assessment effective See: Assessment in geography 
 
Read section 7 'Assessment & Progression in 
Effective Subject Leadership' by Paula Owens in 
Leading Primary Geography', p.135 - 146, (Ed T 
Willey, 2019). 
 

Planning formative assessment 
 
Monitoring pupil work during lessons,  
 
Avoiding common assessment pitfalls 

See: Formative assessment in geography.  
 
Read:  Lambert, D and Weeden, P. (2006) Geography 
inside the black box. Sheffield: Geographical 
Association/NfER Nelson 

Using assessments to check for prior 
knowledge  
 
Monitoring Misconceptions  

See: Diagnostic assessment in geography.  
 
For misconceptions in geography follow this link, it 
will take you to a chapter written by Stephen 
Scoffham about misconceptions in primary 
geography. 
 
 

High-quality feedback  
 

For effective feedback in geography see the section 
on ‘Providing formative feedback’ in: Formative 
assessment  

Making marking manageable  

Different approaches to assessment  
Summative Assessment  
 

Planning  assessment  

Pupils monitoring and regulating their 
own learning. 
 

For effective peer and self-assessment in geography 
see Peer and self-assessment  

PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOURS Related to Teachers’ Standards S8 Professional Behaviours 
Some Key Themes References to support geography ECTs 

Engaging in high-quality professional 
development 
 
Seeking challenge, feedback and critique 
from mentors and others 
 
Strengthening pedagogical and subject 
knowledge by participating in wider 
networks 

CPD priorities: Skills and knowledge development 
can be accessed here 
 
Maintaining your subject knowledge, Chartered 
College of Teaching article can be accessed here. 
 
Getting to grips with geography education research 
CPD pack can be accessed here 
 

https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Teacher%20education/GA_ITE_SFT_Supporting_numeracy_development.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Shop/The-Everyday-Guide-To-Primary-Geography-Maths
https://www.geography.org.uk/assessment-in-geography
https://www.geography.org.uk/Formative-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/Diagnostic-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/download/ga_gtipscoffhamphbextract.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Formative-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/Formative-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/Planning-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/Peer-and-self-assessment
https://www.geography.org.uk/CPD-priorities-skills-and-knowledge-development
https://impact.chartered.college/article/enser-maintaining-subject-knowledge/
https://www.geography.org.uk/eBooks-detail/48bed5fa-137c-4822-8504-87c9dc5b9ae4


Read section 7 'Professional Development in 
Effective Subject Leadership' by Paula Owens in 
Leading Primary Geography', p.149 - 155, (Ed T 
Willey, 2019). 
 
Prompts for observing geography lessons 

Reflective practice 
 
Engaging critically with research 

Useful link for becoming a reflective geography 
teacher  
Useful link for evaluating effective lessons 

Professional relationships with colleagues.  
 
 
Collaborating with colleagues and working 
as part of a team 

See this link 
 
See Working with teaching assistants 
 
There is additional guidance for mentors which can 
be accessed via this link 'Quality geography 
mentoring (eBook digital download) can be 
purchased here 
 

Efficient time and task management.  

 

Additional useful resources from beyond the GA 

Barlow, A and Whitehouse, S. (2019) Mastering Primary Geography. London: Bloomsbury.  There are 

a number of useful chapters that support establishing children's prior knowledge, questioning and 

teacher exposition in this book. 

 

 

 

https://www.geography.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Support%20and%20guidance/Prompts_for_observing_primary_geography_lessons.pdf
https://www.geography.org.uk/Becoming-a-reflective-geography-teacher
https://www.geography.org.uk/Evaluating-lessons
/Learning-to-teach-secondary-geography/Wider-professional-responsibilities
https://www.geography.org.uk/Working-with-teaching-assistants
https://www.geography.org.uk/ITE-geography-content
https://www.geography.org.uk/eBooks-detail/311fe9b7-2287-4d94-9225-d51fa4861700

