
Lesson Plan Example1: a  PGCE geography trainee’s first lesson 
 

 
 

Lesson Plan 
 

Student teacher’s name: XXXXXXXXXXX                 Curriculum area: Natural Hazards 
 
Lesson number: 5  of  15                Date/time: xx/xx/xxxx 09:05-10:05         Lesson duration: 60 minutes 

 

 
 

Class: XXXXX                               Number of pupils: 29        
 
Number of pupils with SEND: 9 
Number of pupils with FSM/PPG: 3 
 
Names and roles of other adults present: 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 

 

A 

Within the context of this lesson, what specific actions are you going to take to advance your professional development in relation to the Teachers’ Standards and 
Action Plan? 

TS4- As this lesson is my first, I am to be able to produce a well-planned, structured lesson. I aim for my pupils to get the most out of the lesson and understand the content 
through effective lesson structuring and timing.  
TS5- This lesson, I aim to understand the needs of the students better, providing those highlighted as SEND with the opportunity to undertake differentiated work. 

 

B 

Using your previous lesson evaluation, identify specific actions to support pupil 
progress.  

Use initials to identify learners who need additional support to make progress 
or those who require additional challenge etc. 

 
 
 

XX, XX, XX, XX, XX, XX 
 

 

C 

 Learning Objectives  
 

Differentiated Learning Outcomes 
 

What do I intend the pupils to learn?  
(Knowledge, understanding, values 
attitudes and skills) 

Working towards… Achieving… Beyond… 

LO1 To understand why people live in 
volcanic areas. 

Through discussion, be able to 
identify some reasons why people 
might live in a volcanic region. 
 

To be able to identify and explain the 
reasons why people live in volcanic 
regions through group discussion and 
completing a mind map activity 

Through discussion and a mind map activity, 
explain how reasons for living in a volcanic 
area may vary from place to place. 

LO2 To understand the positive and 
negative reasons for living in these 
regions 

Through discussion, suggest some 
positive or negative impacts of living 
in a volcanic area. 
 

To be able to suggest positive and 
negative reasons for living in a volcanic 
area through group discussion and a 
mind map activity. 

To evaluate the positive and negative 
reasons for these volcanic impacts in 
different areas around the world through a 
mind map activity and responding to 
questioning. 

 

D 

Resources    Learning opportunities across the curriculum (e.g. literacy / numeracy) 

29 Mind Map Activity sheets (8 Differentiated sheets to be offered to SEN students) 
29 ‘Why do people live near volcanoes’ reading sheets. 
29 Green Pens 
15 glue sticks. 

English- reading and understanding. 

E 

Time 
& 

Teaching points/ strategies / 
teacher role 

Pupil learning activities 
 

Organisation and risk 
assessment 

Assessment for learning 
strategies 
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Learning 
Objectives 

 
What teaching points will you provide in 
order to support and progress the 
learning of all pupils? 
 

 
What learning activities will pupils be 
engaged in? How will you differentiate 
these activities so they are achievable for 
all pupils? 

 
What will you need to consider in 
organising and managing the 
learning environment effectively? 

 
How will you use the outcomes of 
assessment to inform ongoing 
teaching and learning? How will you 
monitor, assess and evaluate the 
progress of all pupils? 

9:05-9:08 Meet and greet at the door. Instruct 
students to quietly take their seats. 

Entering the classroom and taking their 
seats. Some students handing out books. 
 

Bags under the desk. Equipment 
out and ready to learn. Books 
handed out by students. 

 

9:08-9:15 Introduce myself. Set out expectations- 
highlighting existing success criteria set 
by RLW- adding and emphasising my 
own expectations. 

Listening to the teacher- writing 
expectations in the back pages of their 
books and highlighting expectations 
already written down. 
 

  

9:15-9:22 Starter activity- Discuss the context of the 
image on the board. Ask the students to 
write their responses in their books in full 
sentences. 
Would you like to live here? 
Why might some people live here? 

Short group discussions in table groups. 
Students to write their responses in their 
books. Starter Sentences are provided on 
the board. 
 

 Circulate around the room. Ask 
students short questions to see 
what they are discussing. 

9:22-9:25 Short discussion, inviting students to 
present their opinions- who would like to 
live here and why? If not, why not?  

Answering questions asked by the teacher. 
Show of hands for who would like to live 
there and who would not. 

 Asking for the students’’ opinions- 
using prior knowledge of volcanoes, 
justify these opinions. 

9:25-9:28 Read the Title of the lesson and highlight 
the learning objectives. 

Date and title of the lesson written and 
underlined in their books. 

 Circulating the room- ensuring that 
the students are completing the 
task. 

9:28-9:38 Main Activity 1- Class discussion. What 
are the different benefits and why do they 
occur in these regions? PowerPoint 
presentation- slides with stimulus 
questions for students to answer during 
discussion. 

Listening to the teacher. Answering 
stimulus questions on the board during 
class discussion. 
 

 Asking student questions about the 
different volcanic benefits, 
assessing current understanding of 
volcanoes. Asking students to alert 
me if they are stuck. 

9:38-9:55 Main Activity 2- Explain bullet points on 
the board, highlighting the activities they 
need to undertake. Ask the students to 
repeat instructions back to the teacher to 
ensure they understand the task. 
When students complete the activity, 
check their work and give students an 
extension question. 

Reading and highlighting the reading 
sheet. Using the information on the sheet, 
fill in the mind map sheet. Sticking 
completed sheet in their books. See the 
teacher when they are done to receive 
extension activity- volcanic benefits in 
different regions. 
 

Teacher to hand out the sheets to 
the students. Children with SEN 
requirements will be offered a 
different sheet if they would like to 
use one. 

Circulating around the room, 
acknowledging the work that the 
students are doing. Asking 
questions to see if they understand 
the task and can provide positive 
and negative reasons for each point 
on the mind map. Checking the 
work of students as it is completed- 
marked in green pen. Providing an 
extension question- why do these 
reasons vary in different places 
around the world? 

9:55-10:05 Plenary- ask the same questions from the 
starter activity. Through class discussion, 
Who has changed their mind? Ask for 
reasons why. 
Children to tidy up the classroom and 
stand behind their seats to be dismissed 

Answering questions in green pen in their 
books. Listening to the teacher. Show of 
hands for who would now live in a volcanic 
region and who would not. Giving reasons 
as to why they have changed their minds. 
Books and glue sticks away. Standing 

Green Pens handed out to all 
students. Floor is clear- all 
equipment is away. 

Ask students to justify their 
new/previous opinions using the 
knowledge and values acquired 
during the lesson. 
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from the lesson. behind their desks before dismissal. 

 

F 

Lesson evaluation 
To what extent have the learning outcomes been achieved in relation to the learning objectives?   
 

LO1 All students were able to understand why people live in volcanic areas for different reasons. Through class discussions as well as reading and understanding, they 
relayed their ideas and opinions and respond to questioning well. Students were able to reflect on their previous answers to the starter question as part of the plenary, 
giving more in-depth reasons to support their opinions- these had been built up throughout the lesson. Not all students had finished the mind-mapping activity set In 
Main Activity 1- although their progress was evident through discussion and the plenary task, some may not have finished the task set. I would like to build upon this 
next lesson and plan my timings and activities more effectively in order to counteract this. Although some discussion led to why certain benefits are not available in 
particular countries, many of the students were unable to progress onto the extension activity. I aim to find a better way to integrate these activities into my next lesson 
to enable progression within the class. 

LO2 Students were able to justify their answers and even think of counter arguments. When asked if they would like to live in a volcanic area, those who said ‘no’ were able 
to think of reasons which were different to those given at the start of the lesson. A number of students had changed their minds by the end of the lesson, able to give 
reasons to support this. Similarly to LO1- some students may have begun to understand why certain benefits are not achievable in particular countries through 
discussion, however they did not progress onto the extension task which would have provided written evidence of this. 

Reflect upon your professional 
development including the impact 
and outcomes of the actions 
identified in Box A 

TS4- My lesson ran to time and all activities were covered. The students all left the lesson having achieved the learning objectives to 

some extent, some of which were pushing towards understanding positive and negative impacts around the world with examples. 
However, I feel that Main Activity 2 could have been better structured and geared towards greater progression, allowing students to 
progress onto an extension task. I intend to think about how I plan my activities more effectively for future lessons. 
TS5- As this was my first lesson teaching this class, I was able to develop a better understanding of who requires extra help and who is 

capable of progressing further in the lesson. I felt that I handled the students identified as SEND well, offering a simpler worksheet for 
them to work on. However, I aim to improve my approach to the higher ability students in the class, encouraging them to progress further 
and develop their understanding. 

Reflect upon pupil progress 
including the impact and outcomes 
of the actions identified in Box B 

N/A 

 


