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Example 1: Lesson plan guide. (Source:  Edge Hill University)  
 

Date  Period  Year 
group/set 

 Class 
size 

 

 
The geographies of the lesson 

What do you expect the children to have learnt by the end of the lesson? 
 
What is the purpose of your lesson? What is the big idea? (see R.Lofthouse ‘Is it big enough? 
Using big geographical questions to develop subject pedagogy.’ Teaching Geography Spring 
2011, 36, 1, pp20-22.) It can often help if this is set as a question, e.g.'what factors influence 
rainfall in the UK?' rather than 'today we are continuing with weather' or 'open your books and 
write down the title'. 

What is the geographical significance of what you are teaching? 
How does this lesson help pupils to think geographically? 

Key learning objectives for the lesson 
Subject knowledge and understanding 
These objectives should be related to the scheme of work/NC document/ 
examination syllabus and should focus on the specific geographical content 
being delivered in the lesson (contextual knowledge and physical and 
human processes). 
 
Pupil skills 
Again these objectives should relate to the skills sections of the various 11-
18  documents and may include transferable skills and key skills, such as 
literacy and numeracy, along with geographical skills 
Skills.  The term skill is often used to cover a wide range of competencies involved in 
performing different types of activity, including: 

 specific techniques - such as some of those required for fieldwork,  the use of maps 
and diagrams, and the use of information technology; 

 broad categories of cognitive activity – such as describing, interpreting, analysing, 
explaining and communicating; and 

 strategies of enquiry – ways of structuring and carrying out investigations so as to 
arrive at valid conclusions which can be substantiated. 
 

Values and attitudes (SMSC). 

How do you intend to consider the teaching of values and attitudes during 
this session 

 Values analysis = pupils investigate and assess evidence which may support value 
judgements 

 Growth of moral reasoning = provides opportunities for pupils to discuss reasons for 
adopting particular value positions 

 Values clarification = helps pupils become aware of their own values in relation to those 
of others 

 Action learning = focusing on trainees having a reasoned base for whatever actions they 
might take in relation to specific social and environmental issues 

You must refer to the learning objectives on your activity sheet. 

Contextual 
knowledge 

Indicate the place-
based contextual 
knowledge you will 
be covering in the 
lesson 

Physical and 
human 

processes 
Indicate the key 
physical and 
human processes 
you will be covering 
in the lesson 

Geographical 
skills 

Indicate the key 
geographical skills 
you will be covering 
in the lesson 

Key words: Include key geographical vocabulary & any advanced general vocabulary which 
is central to the lesson – maximum 6 words. 

Assessment (with reference to key learning objectives) 
This should include all references to assessment - formal/informal, formative/summative 
which occur during the lesson and as part of homework.  You should also assess pupils’ 
learning in this section. 

Individual pupil issues 
Incorporate any specific issues here - perhaps relating to SEND, awareness of behavioural 
issues, differentiated worksheets etc.  Are there IEPs, if so how do you intend to take them 
into account? Do you have to take account of elements relating to Pupil Premium? 

Resources 
List all the resources you will need for the lesson - this will prove invaluable as a quick 
reference to ensure that you turn up for the lesson fully prepared. 
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 Activity / methodology (brief description) 

Time 
from 
begin-
ning to 
end of 
lesson 
 
(use 
real 
time to 
make 
check-
ing 
easier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher activity 

 
Your planned activities should be 
outlined here along with an 
indication of how long you intend 
each activity to last - you will 
probably find it useful to include 
various cues for your own benefit 
as well as listing resources at the 
time they are needed, along with 
any changes to seating plans etc. 

Pupil activity/ learning 

 
You should include a 
breakdown of what you 
intend the pupils to do, 
with a particular focus on 
their learning. 
 
You should indicate 
WHY pupils are doing 
things. 

Learning 
Objective 
Each learning 
objective to be 
identified once in 
this column 
(where it is being 
most obviously 
delivered) 
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Example 2: Lesson plan outline. (Source:  University of Bristol) 
 

Date              Lesson               Time                Class                 Room  
 

Title of Lesson 

Lesson Aims: 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Content: National 
Curriculum/Syllabus Links 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Curricular Links/Themes 

Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advance Preparation (Room and 
Equipment) 

Differentiation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action Points 
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Learning Activities/Tasks Time Teaching Strategies/Actions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Opportunities, Objectives and Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify 3 positives and 3 aspects for improvement 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Append other teaching notes 

 


