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Socratic questions

Questions for clarification

e What exactly does this mean?

e How does this relate to what we have been
saying?

e Whatis the nature of ...?

e What do we already know about this?

e Canyou give me an example?

e Areyou saying..or....?

e Canyou rephrase that please?

Questions about viewpoints or perspectives

e Are there other ways of looking at that?

e What do you think?

e What would be an alternative?

e What is the difference between ...?

e  Would you explain why it is beneficial? Who
benefits?

e Whyis ... better than ...?

e What are the strengths and weaknesses of ...?

e Howare...and ... similar?

e What is a counterargument for ...?

Questions that probe assumptions

e What else could we think of?

e You seem to be saying ...?

e Please explain why/how ...?

e Do vyou agree or disagree with ...?
¢ Could we assume ... instead?

e Canyou prove or disprove that?
e What would happen if ...?

Questions that probe implications and
consequences

e Then what would happen?

e What would be the consequences of that?

e Howcould..... be used to ....?

e What are the implications of .....

e Why s it important?

e Howcould... beusedto...?

e What are you implying?

e How does ... affect ...?

e How does ... fit with what we learned before?

e How would our results be affected if neglected
diffusion?

Questions that probe reasons and
evidence

e How do you know this?

e Show me.

e Canyou give me an example.

e What do you think causes ... to happen? Why?
e Are those reasons enough?

e Why do you think that?

e What evidence do you have to support that?

Questions about the question

e What was the point of this question?
e Why do you think | asked this?

e What does ... mean?

e How does ... apply to everyday life?
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