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Summative assessment questions 

 

 

Summative assessment questions 

(Source: Durman, S. and Taylor, B. ‘AQA: Meeting the challenge of GCSE geography reform’, GA 
Conference 2016) 
 

A resource-based question with point marking 

Here, a photograph is used as a stimulus for a skills based question (linking the OS map with the 
photograph). The second question requires application of knowledge to the source, and the 2 mark 
question can be answered either as a developed point or as two separate ideas. 
 

Study Figure 18, a photograph of Crib Goch shown in grid square 6255 on Figure 17. 

 

Figure 18 

05.3 Using Figures 17 and 18, name the lake shown in the photograph. [1 mark] 
 
05.4 Suggest why the rock shown in the foreground of Figure 18 is fractured. [2 marks] 
 

(Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.) 
Mark scheme 
05.3 One mark for the correct answer: Glaslyn 
AO4 = 1 mark 
 
05.4 The answer requires application of knowledge and understanding to photographic evidence.  
Credit two separate points or a single developed reason, e.g. 

• rocks may be broken by frost shattering (1) 

• the rocks are well jointed, so may break up along lines of weakness as people walk on 
them (1) 

• water penetrates cracks during the day, then freezes and expands at night. This freeze-
thaw process is repeated many times, causing the rocks to fracture (2). 

AO3 = 2 marks 
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A resource-based question with levels marking 

This question is marked at 3 different levels – basic, clear and detailed. The detailed level requires 
the application of knowledge and understanding rewarded. Pupils are required to analyse the 
photograph, recognise the features shown and explain the formation of the landforms. 
 

Study Figure 16, a photograph showing the waterfall at High Force on the River Tees. 

 

Figure 26 

04.7 Using Figure 16, explain the processes involved in the formation of the landforms shown. 
 

(Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.) 

Mark scheme 
Level 3 (Detailed) 
5–6 marks 

• AO3 Demonstrates thorough application of knowledge and understanding to analyse 
geographical information, giving detailed explanation of the features shown 

• AO3 Makes full use analysis of the resources, using evidence to support response 
Level 2 (Clear) 
3–4 marks 

• AO1 Demonstrates specific and accurate knowledge of river processes and environments 

• AO2 Shows thorough geographical understanding of the interrelationships between river 
environments and processes 

Level 1 (Basic) 
1–2 marks 

• AO1 Demonstrates some knowledge of river processes and environments 

• AO2 Shows limited geographical understanding of the interrelationships between 
environments and processes 

 

  



geography.org.uk  3 

Questions requiring extended writing 

These are examples of questions targeting application of knowledge and understanding. Pupils are 
required to evaluate or make a decision and support with evidence or argument. 
 

‘Transnational corporations (TNCs) only bring advantages to the host country.’ 

Do you agree with this statement?  Yes …..    No ….. 

Justify your decision. [9 marks] 

To what extent to urban areas in lower income countries (LICs) or newly emerging economies 
(NEEs) provide social and economic opportunities for people? [6 marks] 

 


