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Aim of the 
session

This session will explore how to plan and 
deliver successful virtual fieldwork so 
that students can experience fieldwork 
from their classroom and use the data to 
think critically about an unseen area and 
the techniques applied.



What is the purpose 
of fieldwork?

"Fieldwork is about 
finding out new 
things about 
people, places and 
environments."

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:High_Street,_Bromley,_Kent_-_geograph.org.uk_-_723428.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What is the purpose 
of fieldwork?

•Ask a geographical 
question.

•Collect information

•Answer the question.



Assessing 
fieldwork

Exam questions 
about fieldwork 
can be about any 
of the six stages 
of the fieldwork 
enquiry process.



How does virtual fieldwork promote quality 
geography?



How does virtual 
fieldwork promote 
quality geography?
• Develop and embed 

geographical skills
• Revisit fieldtrip 

locations
• Going to places that 

are unreachable 
• Access for all



Geography fieldwork –
here there and 

everywhere - on the 
web!



Off the shelf virtual 
fieldwork
• Field Studies Council Digital trips - £75 

• https://www.field-studies-
council.org/shop/courses/a-level-
geography-advanced-digital-carbon-
fieldwork-skills/

• Fieldwork Live – Youtube from Lockdown 
1 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLajqS
Zfl8s48ptKNgKLdwlApQFpWx6VJA

• NEA Skills conference  -
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLajqS
Zfl8s4-OHAFZL7wYWZemu-4O_IkG

https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/courses/a-level-geography-advanced-digital-carbon-fieldwork-skills/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLajqSZfl8s48ptKNgKLdwlApQFpWx6VJA
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLajqSZfl8s4-OHAFZL7wYWZemu-4O_IkG


The GA Website

A useful place to visit to 
gain an idea of one 
approach to designing and 
then running a virtual 
fieldtrip. 



Geofieldwork Ltd.

There are 8  free virtual fieldtrip 
resources here that would be 
ideal to use with a class to 
develop the skills needed for an 
NEA at A Level or at GCSE.

Each fieldtrip contains an off the 
shelf set of resources and 
instructions that could be used 
for a homework activity. 

Some also include data to be 
analysed.  



An approach to 
Virtual 
fieldwork.

The SPC Virtual Fieldwork 
toolkit.



The SPC virtual 
fieldtrip toolkit.

• Navigate using a base map.

• Incorporate photos and videos if 
possible

• Use real data.

• Develop geographical skills.



Navigate using a 
base map.

Develops a sense of place.

Incorporates map skills.

Can use different platforms

Digimaps for Schools

ArcGIS

Google Maps

Powerpoint.



Using 
PowerPoint 
as a 
Platform to 
navigate 
through the 
area.



Using the photograph, 
produce a field sketch of 
the area. 



Google Maps

• The same approach can 
be used with

• Google Maps

• ArcGIS.

• Digimap for School

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1ffRozy_jgfNHoQsuwT9LyycBzZlBgRHY&usp=sharing


The SPC virtual fieldtrip 
toolkit.

•How will this work for 
you?
•What is already in place?  
•How will the students 

access this?



Incorporate photos 
and videos if possible

Photos can be a great way to 
stimulate ideas for virtual 
fieldwork, or even before real 
fieldwork takes place.

Mirrors the approach taken with 
exam boards (AQA Paper 3) in the 
fieldwork section.



Incorporate photos or 
videos to the virtual 
fieldtrip.

This photograph is from a 
geography field visit.

What might be the purpose of 
including photos in a fieldwork 
writeup?

• How might this photo be used in 
your fieldwork project?



Incorporate photos or 
videos to the virtual 
fieldtrip.

• How can we prove that this 
groyne is slowing Longshore 
drift?

• What equipment would we 
need to investigate this?

• What risks do we need to 
minimize?



Incorporate photos or videos to the virtual 
fieldtrip.
Useful to show the students how 
to complete an experiment or use 
a piece of equipment. 

Develops a sense of being on the 
fieldtrip.

Needs planning and organisation.

I just used a phone and Movie 
Maker here.



The SPC virtual fieldtrip 
toolkit.

•How will this work for you?
•What is already in place?
•CPD time? 
•Department working 

together to create photos 
and video?  
•How will the students access 

this?



Development of 
Skills

At GCSE level, students are 
examined in their fieldwork skills.

At A Level  students complete an 
NEA. 

Therefore very important to 
consider the development of 
fieldwork skills.



Development of 
skills

Illustrating the 
difference between 
labels and 
annotations

“Annotation shows a 
more detailed level of 
description or 
explanation”



Use these 8 images to generate some questions students 
investigated on a field visit to Birmingham 

Development 
of Skills



Using 
Google 

street View 
to identify 

change

Development 
of Skills



Development of Skills.

How is Nevil Road 
different?



Developing 
of Skills.

Barry from 
Geofieldwork Ltd has 
kindly supplied a fully 
resources rivers 
virtual fieldwork pack 
that focuses on 
developing students 
fieldwork skills.



The SPC virtual fieldtrip 
toolkit.

•Specification Audit –
What skills do you want 
students to develop?

•Do you have the right 
data to share? If not, can 
you obtain it?



An example of a virtual 
fieldtrip used for A 
Level.



Title: Walton On the Naze Fieldwork
LO: To develop fieldwork skills.

Thursday, 15 April 2021

Welcome to our virtual field trip to:
Walton On the Naze.
We shall be conducting a piece of virtual geography fieldwork today, and 
shall work through the following sections:
1. Where is Walton On the Naze
2. Where are out Study sites
3. Data collection method – beach profiles.
4. Beach Profile data
5. Groyne height data
6. Beach sediment data.



Title: Walton On the Naze Fieldwork
LO: To develop fieldwork skills.

Thursday, 15 April 2021

Where is Walton On the Naze?



Title: Walton On the Naze Fieldwork
LO: To develop fieldwork skills.

Thursday, 15 April 2021

Our Study Sites.
We shall be focusing on the 
coastal area of the Naze, and in 
particular the coastal 
management used in the area.



Title: Walton On the Naze Fieldwork
LO: To develop fieldwork skills.

Thursday, 15 April 2021

Our Study Sites.

We collected         data 
from this groyne.

Is there a significant difference in beach height either side of the 
groynes?



Title: Walton On the Naze Fieldwork
LO: To develop fieldwork skills.

Thursday, 15 April 2021

For this next experiment, we need to 
measure the height between the top of the 
groyne and the beach, on either side – and 
then calculate whether there is a significant 
difference or not.

Is there a significant difference in beach height either side of 
the groynes?



Title: Walton On the Naze Fieldwork
LO: To develop fieldwork skills.

Thursday, 15 April 2021

Is there a significant difference in beach height either 
side of the groynes?

Distance from Sea 
Wall

North Facing South Facing

2 2.56 1.75

4 2.45 1.95

6 2.44 1.65

8 2.59 1.48

10 2.45 1.37

12 2.21 1.21

14 1.79 1.03

16 1.53 1.02

18 1.45 1.00

20 1.14 0.94

22 1.00 0.74

24 0.85 0.64

26 0.67 0.32

28 0.21 0.15

30 0.12 0.10

What statistical test 
could we use to 
determine this? 



Resources to download.

• An example of an A Level coastal 
virtual fieldtrip located  at 
Walton On the Naze – Essex 
using Powerpoint.

• A river virtual fieldtrip pack –
Thank you to Barry from 
Geofieldwork Ltd for sharing this 
with us.

https://www.geofieldworkltd.com/news


Are there any 
questions?


