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Alternatives to A levels  

International Baccalaureate  
 
Instead of specialising in three or four A level subjects, IB students study a wider range of subjects. 
The award is based almost entirely on exams, but coursework does play a part. Most students who 
take the IB Diploma Programme go on to higher education and the qualification is recognised by 
universities in more than 100 countries. For more information refer to The Diploma Programme 
geography course which can be found on the International Baccalaureate website.  
 

• Read Cooke, B. ‘The International Baccalaureate and the globalisation of geography’, Teaching 
Geography, Spring 2009. 

 
National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) 

Vocational Qualification Level 3 is equivalent to A level. These qualifications are available to adults 
and young people and are designed to give learners the skills and knowledge to do a particular job or 
work in a particular industry. They are taught in schools and colleges and can be part of an 
apprenticeship. There are over 1000 different NVQs in the majority of business sectors. They are 
offered by a variety of awarding bodies such as City and Guilds, Edexcel, OCR. 

BTECs  
 
The Level 3 BTEC is the equivalent of A levels. BTEC courses are mainly taken by learners aged over 
16, although some schools offer Level 1 and 2 to 14 to 16 year olds. They are usually studied full-
time at an FE college or in a collaboration between a school and college.  For example, see BTEC 
Nationals, Travel and Tourism.  
 

Reading 
 

• Biddulph, M., Lambert, D. and Balderstone, D. (2021) Learning to teach geography in the 
secondary school: A Companion to School Experience, 4th edition. London: Routledge, pp. 
245. 

• Hore, H. ‘BTEC National in Environmental Sustainability’, Geography Matters, Spring 2016. 
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http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/geography/
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/geography/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/travel-and-tourism-2010.html

