CPD Impact Interview

How did attending ‘Navigating EDI through
geography’ develop your teaching in
geography?

| learnt about how intersectionality is often
overlooked within geography, yet is vital to
understanding experiences of oppression and
discrimination. My GCSE students regularly interact
with real data of population characteristics, but we do
not delve into the nuances of this and how
overlapping demographic characteristics may
exacerbate socio-economic challenges. We also learnt
that colonialism is still prevalent in the geography
curriculum, and the importance of building an anti-
racist pedagogy. Something that struck me was how
important it is to have challenging yet fulfilling
conversations with students about assumptions,
stereotypes and different beliefs.

How did this CPD develop your professional
knowledge or practice?

The series of EDI webinars and my subsequent
reflections guided me to implement two projects,
which | conducted with two year 7 classes and one
year 11 class. With year 7 | chose to focus on
stereotyping, whereby | planned a series of lessons
intertwined with the Economies unit. With year 11 |
focused on using Office of National Statistics (ONS)
data to give students an insight into intersectionality. |
felt that familiarising studnets with using multiple data
sets would be an essential skill in preparation for their
GCSE exams.

Year 7 project

| gave each student a table and asked them to write
down the characteristics they associate with each job.
| assured the students this would be anonymous and
that if they felt uncomfortable with the stereotypes
they held, that showed they were being self-critical
and reflective.
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Completed table on stereotypes from a year 7
student

Numerous students reflected on the table and how
the assumptions made may have negative
connotations. This resulted in an excellent discussion
where the students were able to articulate their
thoughts in a positive classroom climate, and think
critically about how stereotypes may negatively affect
groups of people.

I then defined the four employment sectors, primary,
secondary, tertiary and quaternary and asked students
to consider examples of jobs in each sector. To apply
the discussions and new content of the lesson, |
asked the students to answer two questions with
scaffolded sentence starters.

Year 11 project

I introduced the lesson by defining ‘intersectionality’
and unpicking its meaning. | asked the students to
consider demographic characteristics that could cause
discrimination and oppression and as a class we
identified where some characteristics may overlap to
create multiple inequalities.

I guided students in navigating the ONS 2021
Census Data, firstly by analysing household
deprivation in the borough within which our school is
situated. The students identified the wards with the
highest and lowest levels of deprivation, and we then
analysed the data on population health. We
considered how this intersectionality may relate to
inequalities in accessing food, water and energy,
particularly in the current context of the cost-of-living
crisis.

How did engaging with this CPD impact on the
quality of teaching, curriculum or outcomes for
students?

The lessons | conducted with my year 7 and year 11
students were very insightful for the students, and
had an impact in allowing them to be analytical and
self-reflective which are skills that are not practised
often enough in geography. The discussions within
these lessons allowed students to see themselves as
being a part of, and not separate from, the world
around them as their thoughts and experiences
matter. By planning and delivering these lessons on
stereotyping and intersectionality, | feel confident to
start to embed such opportunities for critical and
reflective discussions more frequently. | plan to
continue building a culture of self-reflection in my
classroom, and to guide students to challenge their
thoughts and recognise their own experiences as
powerful tools which absolutely have a place in their
geography lessons.

Search our programme of subject-specific CPD at
https://portal.geography.org.uk/event/list
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