
 
Support for new teachers 

Resources for distant places 
 
 

Resources for teaching about distant places 
Resources available from the Geographical Association 
The following resources are available on the GA website. 

• Is Africa developing? Challenging some popular perspectives PowerPoint presentation from a 
GA annual conference session Professor Tony Binns 

• Frozen Oceans – an education programme based on the research expeditions of the Catlin 
Arctic Survey 2009–11 

• Geographies of difference was the theme of geography awareness week in 2012 and has an 
excellent resource pack on this theme which is full of lesson ideas for teaching about places. 

• Geography of Disease – a project from 2008–09, designed to engage students aged 12–14 
years with ideas about the spread of disease and risk 

• Kampala: A Case Study of a City in LIC – a scheme of work and resources 

• Developing knowledge about China and India 

•  GA Manifesto for geography – this page has a series of photographs that can be used to 
stimulate awe and wonder in the classroom 

• Teaching India at key stage 3 – a 2017 GA Conference presentation by Jane Ferretti 
• Kuala Lumpur – role model or victim of its own success? Case study with eight lessons for 

KS3/4 

KS3 geography teachers’ toolkit from the Geographical Association 
• Cook, E. (2008) KS3 Geography Teachers' Toolkit: Into Africa: How are our lives connected 

with Africa? Sheffield: Geographical Association (available from the GA online shop) 

https://geography.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/GAConf_4_Tony_Binns.pptx
https://geography.org.uk/resources/frozen-oceans/
https://geography.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/GA_ITE_SFT_Geography_of_disease_2024.pdf
https://geography.org.uk/resources/kampala-a-case-study-of-a-city-in-lic/
https://geography.org.uk/resources/developing-knowledge-about-china-and-india/
https://geography.org.uk/about-us/ga-advocacy-for-geography/ga-manifesto-for-geography/
https://geography.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/GAConf17_Workshop40.ppt
https://geography.org.uk/resources/kuala-lumpur-role-model-or-victim-of-its-own-success/
https://portal.geography.org.uk/shop/view/P019945


• Lyons, N. (2008) KS3 Geography Teachers' Toolkit: The Rise and Rise of China. Where does 
China go from here? Sheffield: Geographical Association (available from the GA online shop) 

• Minton, M. (2016) Mind the Gap: How is development changing in Southeast Asia and 
beyond?, Geographical Association (available from the GA online shop) 

• Owen, C. (2014) KS3 Geography Teachers' Toolkit: Introducing India: What are the 
opportunities and challenges for the future? Sheffield: Geographical Association (available 
from the GA online shop). 

 
Post-16 Top Spec Geography from the Geographical Association 

• Miller, G. (2018) Emerging Superpowers: India and China, Geographical Association 
(available from the GA online shop) 

 

Geographical Association case studies and articles about place 
• Amis, K. ‘An enquiry-based approach to teaching about Russia’, Teaching Geography, 

Summer 2015 

• Dinkele, G. ‘Launching Country Studies’, Teaching Geography, July 2001 

• Dove, J. ‘Exploring students’ ideas about the Arctic’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2014 

• Gillman, R, and Gillman, S. ‘Using mysteries to develop place knowledge’, Teaching 
Geography, Spring 2016. 

• Hunt, P. ‘Into Africa: adapting and innovating’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2012 

• Kennedy, C. ‘Imagining distant places: changing representations of Egypt’, Teaching 
Geography, Summer 2011 

• Martin, I. ‘My place: Koenji, Tokyo’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2014 

• Martin, I. ‘My place: Daegu, South Korea’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2014 

• Payne, J. ‘My place: Scunthorpe’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2017 

• Rawding, C. ‘Expedition Greenland: learning about sustainability through the Vikings’, 
Teaching Geography, Summer 2017 

• Rawlings Smith, E. ‘How can we better represent the Middle East?’, Teaching Geography, 
Summer 2015 

• Riley, J. ‘Teaching contemporary case studies’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2014 

• Rowland, N. ‘Greenland: not just a place!’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2010 

• Simmons, G. ‘How diverse is Africa? Reflections on a new scheme of work’, Teaching 
Geography, Autumn 2014. 

• Teaching Geography Spring 2005 was about ‘Valuing Places’ – it has more than 20 articles 
related to the themes of space, place, identity and interconnectedness. 

 

Royal Geographical Society resources on places 
Here is a selection – go to here for more 

• Africa: a continent of contrasts – exploring Africa and its future 

• Brazil cityscapes - Rio de Janeiro 

• China Today – exploring the social, economic, environmental and political interdependence 
between China and the rest of the world 

https://portal.geography.org.uk/shop/view/P019954
https://portal.geography.org.uk/shop/view/P020602
https://portal.geography.org.uk/shop/view/P020559
https://portal.geography.org.uk/shop/view/P020559
https://portal.geography.org.uk/shop/view/P020648
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/?loadall=0&pageindex=1&searchterm
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/africa-a-continent-of-contrasts/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/brazil-cityscapes-rio-de-janeiro/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/china-today/


• Impossible places – sustainability and human impacts on environmental interaction and 
place 

• New India – the physical and human processes that are transforming India and its role in the 
world 

• Paradise Lost – tourism in contemporary Thailand 

• Passport to the Poles 

• Russia’s regions and roles – understanding of its global significance and diverse landscapes 
and environments. 

 

Other resources on place 

• BBC country profiles 
 

Articles for improving your subject knowledge of place 
• Ontong, K. and Lesley Le Grange, L. ‘Reconceptualising the notion of place in school 

geography’, Geography, Autumn 2016 

• Riley, J. ‘Teaching contemporary case studies’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2014 

• Taylor, L. ‘Spotlight on... Research on young people's understanding of distant places’ 
Geography, Summer 2015 

(Last updated January 2024) 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/impossible-places/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/new-india/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/paradise-lost/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/passport-to-the-poles/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/russias-regions-and-roles
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
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