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Embedding sustainability across your school / trust is a holistic process – not a bolt on. Eco-
Committees and Eco-Clubs are important as student leadership is key to making a change in 
environmental behaviours and culture, however they need to come arm in arm with integration 
of sustainability principles and education within the curriculum and also within the operations 
of your school / trust. The following provides a list of links and resources to support in all 
aspects of embedding sustainability in education settings, starting with the current government 
policy related to Sustainability and Climate Change in schools. 

 

DfE Guidance 
• The DfE Sustainability and Climate Change Policy is an essential reference 

document  Sustainability and climate change strategy - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)   
• A new update was published in December 2023 – “Sustainability and Climate Change 

Strategy: Our progress so far” Sustainability and climate change strategy: our 
progress so far, December 2023 (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

• The DfE have also published this guidance on “Sustainability leadership and climate 
action plans in education” Sustainability leadership and climate action plans in 
education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)   

 
DfE’s Sustainability Climate Change Unit – Snapshot Newsletters 
I would highly recommend signing up to communications from the DfE’s sustainability climate 
change unit - you can do so here Communications from DfE's Sustainability and Climate 
Change Unit (office.com)  
 
 

National Nature Education Park  
The National Nature Education Park (Home | Education 
Nature Park) launched in Autumn 2023. This is a free 
programme to provide resources, support and guidance for 
teachers in order to put nature at the heart of education. There is a useful “Getting Started with 
the National Education Nature Park” video which provides a good introduction.  
 
There is a useful overview of how the National Nature Education Park works here Nature Park | 
Education Nature Park – essential NENP programme consists of 5 key stages: 

1. Getting to know your space 
2. Identifying opportunities 
3. Making decisions 
4. Making Change Happen 
5. Recording Change. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/658188b323b70a0013234bdb/Sustainability_and_climate_change_strategy_-_our_progress_so_far__December_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/658188b323b70a0013234bdb/Sustainability_and_climate_change_strategy_-_our_progress_so_far__December_2023.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainability-leadership-and-climate-action-plans-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainability-leadership-and-climate-action-plans-in-education
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-XV6LO9LskhJh26yaU76zvRURUdaRk1WTEZIMkc5VkZSSEYxNktUN0REWC4u&wdLOR=c19E399ED-7592-457B-B167-FF1C2366869Aerved=0
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-XV6LO9LskhJh26yaU76zvRURUdaRk1WTEZIMkc5VkZSSEYxNktUN0REWC4u&wdLOR=c19E399ED-7592-457B-B167-FF1C2366869Aerved=0
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClBTcgq_KoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClBTcgq_KoM
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/nature-park
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/nature-park


You can register to join the NENP here Create new Teacher account | Education Nature Park 
 
Getting started with the NENP – the NENP have a useful set of resources for helping you to get 
started with the programme Activities | Education Nature Park 
 
Resource Bank - There are huge number of resources available to support schools through the 
five-step process (these cater for across all key stages Resources | Education Nature Park) 
 
 
Could your schools be eligible for a £10,000 grant as part of the NENP?  
As part of the NENP, the DfE has made available a £15 million grant to support young people in 
getting outdoors and learning. Eligible schools (based on a number of criteria set out in the link 
below) can use the funding for: 

• ‘grey-green’ biodiversity improvements 
• Outdoor education equipment (e.g. tools / waterproofs) 
• Fieldwork equipment – e.g. camera traps and digital hand-held devices 
• Specialist support from contractors for installation and consultation 

 
 
The list of schools who are eligible for the up to £10,000 grant funding under the NENP can be 
found here Nature Park and Climate Action Awards funding allocations - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Laura Wirtz is the grant manager for the NENP, and her email address 
is natureparkgrants@rhs.org.uk if you have any specific questions.  
 
 

Let’s Go Zero 
At Astrea Academy Trust we have signed up all of our academies to 
Let’s Go Zero - a national campaign uniting schools in working to 
become carbon zero by 2030. This helps to show our commitment 
across all our academies to working together to be zero carbon.  
 
There are already over 2,900 schools nationally signed up. The 
campaign is working alongside the government to ensure the necessary support is available to 
support schools in working towards this goal. Let’s Go Zero are working with the DfE on setting 
targets for schools, pushing for ambitious actions.   
 
There are lots of resources on the Let’s Go Zero website and they frequently hold webinars 
focused on particular areas, which are also available ‘on demand’ after the live events.  
 
For example – the next one to be held is Thursday 25th April – the theme is “Building a 
sustainable world: Embedding sustainability into the Primary Curriculum”  
 
School Toolbox – Let’s go Zero have put together a range of practical tools to help schools 
share their pledge, celebrate progress and inspire and empower students.  
 
School Case Studies – there are lots of school case studies – both primary and secondary – 
which can provide lots of inspiration on the sorts of things schools can do in their work towards 
sustainability. 
 

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/user/register
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resources/Getting%20Started
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-park-and-climate-action-awards-funding-allocations
mailto:natureparkgrants@rhs.org.uk
https://letsgozero.org/lets-go-zero-schools-webinars/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/3957e26a-cf4b-40b5-836b-82d34b2b75af@f2d83f9b-40db-4931-a5e7-31a6094b382f
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/3957e26a-cf4b-40b5-836b-82d34b2b75af@f2d83f9b-40db-4931-a5e7-31a6094b382f
https://letsgozero.org/school-toolbox/
https://letsgozero.org/school-case-studies/


Climate Action Advisors – part of the Let’s Go Zero campaign is access to Climate Action 
Advisors – independent experts offering free support for schools, colleges and nurseries across 
England.  
 

Transform our World 
 
Transform our world is co-ordinated by the environmental charity Global 
Action Plan which has the aim that by 2030, every child will leave school 
prepared to act collectively for the good or people and planet.  
 
The website has a centralised hub of learning resources from partner organisations. These help 
teachers bring environmental action into the classroom and provide curriculum-linked 
resources to ‘help teachers empower students to think globally and act locally.’ Transform Our 
World also host free online events for educators and a bi-weekly newsletter (you can sign up to 
the newsletter here). 
 
To get access to all the free downloadable resources from Transform Our World you can sign up 
here.  
 
There are a whole programme of events organised by Transform Our World and  once a year, a 
“Transform Our World Youth Summit” is held to bring young people together online for sessions 
on climate learning, discovery and action. There are a number of live sessions planned for this 
years Youth Summit which is being held on Earth Day 2024 – Monday 22nd April. The sessions 
are recorded so you can catch up with them after as well.  
 
Transform Our World also host The UK Schools Sustainability Network 
(UKSSN) – this brings together regional networks of school staff and 
students with a focus on youth social action and sustainability education 
to support collaboration. You can find out about and connect with your 
local UKSSN network here. You can also sign up here for the UKSSN 
newsletter.  
 
 

The POD  
 
The POD is a school’s programme with curriculum-linked teaching resources and 
environmental campaigns. It is an interactive website and educational platform with free lesson 
plans, practical activities, assemblies, films, and games. You can register here to get access to 
all the resources. The programme covers science, geography, maths and a range of other 
subjects for 4-16 years.   
 
The POD has a huge range of resources for teachers across the key stages: 
Games The Pod | Pod Games (jointhepod.org) 
Quick Activities The Pod | Pod Quick activities (jointhepod.org) 
Lesson Plans The Pod | Pod Lesson Plans (jointhepod.org) 
Assemblies The Pod | Pod Assembly (jointhepod.org) 
Posters The Pod | Pod Posters (jointhepod.org) 
Information Packs and Infographics The Pod | Pod Infographics (jointhepod.org) 
Take-home Sheets The Pod | Pod Take Home Sheets (jointhepod.org) 

https://letsgozero.org/climate-action-advisors/
https://letsgozero.org/climate-action-advisors/
https://www.transform-our-world.org/home
https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/
https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/
https://transform-our-world.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=806a1249ac4cf82c43096e23b&id=dadea11b07
https://www.transform-our-world.org/home#sign_up
https://www.transform-our-world.org/home#sign_up
https://www.transform-our-world.org/tow-events
https://www.transform-our-world.org/tow-events
https://www.transform-our-world.org/ukssn/about-ukssn
https://www.transform-our-world.org/ukssn/about-ukssn
https://www.transform-our-world.org/ukssn
https://transform-our-world.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=081d36d805fc7fd5e644ae315&id=f439f5eec9
https://jointhepod.org/registration
https://jointhepod.org/teachers
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/games
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/activities
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/lesson-plans
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/assembly
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/posters
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/infographics
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/take-home-sheets


Videos The Pod | Pod Films (jointhepod.org) 
Eco-Club The Pod | Eco Club (jointhepod.org) 
Other The Pod | Pod Images & Illustrations (jointhepod.org) 
 
The POD also has a section specifically for students across the key stages. These include 
films and also games such as the “Lose your bottle game” and the ‘Carbon Cycle Game” 
 
The POD has a number of curriculum-linked campaigns which are fantastic for getting 
collaborative work in schools and across trusts inspiring students to take actions. For example 
Switch Off Fortnight which takes place every November.  
 

 
 

 
 
Climate 
Change 
Educational 
Partnership 

 
The CCEP aims to enhance the subject knowledge and understanding of teachers to ensure 
lessons are based on scientific evidence and increase student’s understanding of the science 
and implications of climate change.  
 
There are a range of Climate Change CPD and events and also lots of freely downloadable 
climate change resources for both Primary and Secondary  schools. There are also partner 
resources from the Royal Geographical Society, The Royal Society and the Royal Meteorological 
Society.  
 
 
Climate Ambassadors 
 
Climate Ambassadors is a new initiative led by the 
University of Reading, UKRI and STEM Learning – the 
focus is supporting experts in the climate sector in 
engaging with educators and young people. You can 
invite a climate ambassador into your classroom in 
person or virtually – so a great resource to tap into!  
 
More about how Climate Ambassadors can support Teachers and Schools can be found here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://jointhepod.org/teachers/films
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/eco-club
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/other
https://jointhepod.org/students
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/games/lose-your-bottle-game
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/games/carbon-cycle-game
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/sof24
https://www.stem.org.uk/ccep
https://www.stem.org.uk/ccep/cpd-and-events
https://www.stem.org.uk/ccep/resources
https://www.stem.org.uk/ccep/resources
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools
https://royalsociety.org/news-resources/resources-for-schools/climate-change/
https://www.metlink.org/teaching-resources/
https://www.metlink.org/teaching-resources/
https://www.stem.org.uk/ccep/climate-ambassadors/teachers-and-schools
https://www.stem.org.uk/ccep/climate-ambassadors/teachers-and-schools


Eco-Schools 
 
The Eco-Schools programme provides a seven-stage framework that helps 
empower students to make a difference in their school and local community. 
There are 10 Eco-Schools topics in total, including topics such as biodiversity, 
energy, and healthy living. These break down global issues like climate change 
into themes that students can use as a lens through which to consider 
environmental changes they can implement in their schools.  
 
Schools can then work towards Eco-Schools Green Flag accreditation through connecting 
activities to three or more of the ten eco-schools’ topics.  
 
Even if you are not ready to commit to going towards a Green Flag accreditation yet – the 
eco-school’s framework is a great reference tool for getting started with eco-work in your 
school! 
 
 
 

Count Your Carbon 
 
Count Your Carbon is a fantastic new free tool (from Keep Britain 
Tidy and Eco-Schools, with help from Let’s Go Zero) to support 
nurseries, schools and colleges in calculating their carbon 
footprint, understanding areas of greatest carbon burden and 
generating a tailored report on how to reduce carbon emissions in your setting whilst reviewing 
your carbon footprint over time. The tool has been based on the world’s most widely used 
greenhouse accounting standards: the GHG Protocol and has been tailored for use in schools. 
You can find out more about the methodology used here.  
 
Before getting started, watch the instruction videos and view the questions cheat sheet.  
 
 

Operations  
 
If you are leading on sustainability within 
your educational setting, it is essential that 
you work alongside your business leaders, 
estates managers and operations team and encourage them to be part of the process of fully 
embedding sustainability. The UKSSN have an Operations Group which is superb and is 
specifically for school business leaders, estates managers, operations managers and 
governors providing a collaboration space and network which includes a resource library, 
weekly updates, meetings connecting those involved in school operations and a discussion 
forum.  
 
Energy Sparks – is a school-specific energy management tool 
and education programme  which also provides support to 
teachers and students learning about energy and climate 
change within the context of their own educational setting.  
 
 

https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/about/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/seven-steps/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/ten-topics/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/about/what-is-eco-schools/
https://www.countyourcarbon.org/home/
https://www.countyourcarbon.org/the-count-your-carbon-methodology/
https://www.countyourcarbon.org/before-you-get-started/
https://ops.ukssn.org/
https://energysparks.uk/for-schools
https://energysparks.uk/for-schools


Other useful information for operations: 

• DfE: Good Estate Management for Schools Good estate management for schools - 
Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

• WRAP - WRAP - The Climate Crisis: Act Now 
• RECOUP RECOUP Recycling 
• Energy Sparx Home | Energy Sparks 
• Department for Energy Security and Net Zero Department for Energy Security and Net 

Zero - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
• Reducing Food Waste in Schools How to reduce food waste in UK schools – The Waste 

Management & Recycling Blog (forgerecycling.co.uk) 
• How to reduce Waste and Recycle at school How to reduce waste and recycle at school 

- WRWA 
• Terracycle TerraCycle 
• Climate Friendly Schools https://www.climatefriendlyschools.org.uk/  
• Improve Air Quality at your school Improve air quality at your school - YouTube 

 
Other useful sites / resources:  
 
Ministry of Eco Education –this  a collaboration of teachers 
working together to place sustainability at the heart of 
education Ministry of Eco Education | Home their website is 
definitely worth looking at. They also have an MEE curriculum 
which looks at the best free resources and opportunities to 
help embed sustainability across subjects Ministry of Eco Education | Curriculum   
 
Energy Heros – this is a school and community 
education programme and explore energy and climate 
change in maths lessons – these will come in and work 
with primaries  Energy Heroes – Enabling school 
communities across the UK to become models of 
energy efficiency (energy-heroes.org.uk)   
 
Schools Sustainability Guide – World Wildlife Fund 
The WWF have an excellent and free schools sustainability guide with lots of tips on taking 
action in schools for climate and sustainability. You can also download their useful powers on 
Planet Friendly Schools.  
 
 
 

Climate Literacy and Climate Change Education Training 
 
CPD for School and College Staff on climate and sustainability – The University of Reading is 
compiling a list of available CPD opportunities from a variety of providers which is being kept 
up-to-date CPD for school and college staff (reading.ac.uk) 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/good-estate-management-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/good-estate-management-for-schools
https://wrap.org.uk/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwoK2mBhDzARIsADGbjepooFM5PGDeyXnpq-4ZYmQ4tgb5SR-Vu5Q6eNs8i3Xq0sBmX5AAop8aAnGEEALw_wcB
https://www.recoup.org/
https://energysparks.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-energy-security-and-net-zero
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-energy-security-and-net-zero
https://www.forgerecycling.co.uk/blog/reduce-food-waste-uk-schools/
https://www.forgerecycling.co.uk/blog/reduce-food-waste-uk-schools/
https://wrwa.gov.uk/schools-adult-groups/how-to-reduce-waste-and-recycle-at-school/
https://wrwa.gov.uk/schools-adult-groups/how-to-reduce-waste-and-recycle-at-school/
https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/
https://www.climatefriendlyschools.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTA00_Bv3cY
https://www.ministryofeco.org/
https://www.ministryofeco.org/curriculum/
https://energy-heroes.org.uk/
https://energy-heroes.org.uk/
https://energy-heroes.org.uk/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/sustainability-guide
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-06/Schools%20Biodiversity%20Poster.pdf
https://www.reading.ac.uk/planet/climate-education/cpd-for-school-and-college-staff


UN CC:Learn – a joint initiative of more than 30 organisations 
helping countries to achieve climate change action through 
general climate literacy and applied skills development. They 
make Climate Change Learning materials available as a public good and have an e-learning 
platform dedicated to climate change. There are many self-paced courses with certification 
available.  
 
Future We Want – Carbon Literacy Courses: 
Carbon Literacy for Sustainability Leaders (Cost from £149.00 – 2 days (9-1pm) ) 
Carbon Literacy for Teachers  (Cost from £149.00 – online via zoom – evening – 3 days) 
 
Climate Fresk 
Climate Fresk – 3 hour workshop (cost details on website)  
 
The Climate Literacy Project  
This offers everyone a day’s work of Carbon Literacy learning, covering climate change, carbon 
footprints, and how you can do your bit. You can find out more about how this works here 
Individual - The Carbon Literacy Project 
 
 

Additional Climate Change Resources 
 
National Climate Education Action Plan (University of Reading) Microsoft Word - 
ClimateEducationSummit_ActionPlan_v9 (reading.ac.uk) 
 

Climate Change Explained (Department for Energy Security and Net Zero) – updated June 2023 
Climate change explained - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

IPCC Sixth Assessment Report: 

• AR6 Synthesis Report: Climate Change 2023 https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-
assessment-report-cycle/  

• AR6 Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability 
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/ 

• AR6 Climate Change 2022: Mitigation of Climate Change 
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/  

• AR6 Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis 
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/  

 

Climate Change for Schools (Gresham College) Climate Change for Schools | Gresham 
College 

 
National College 
If your school / trust has National College Membership, there are various 
courses you can do online. There are also some nice examples linking 
sustainability to curriculum areas (simply search ‘sustainability’) – below are a 
list of some particular useful modules:  
 
 

https://unccelearn.org/
https://unccelearn.org/
https://bananasgame.co.uk/carbon-literacy-course-for-sustainability-leaders/
https://bananasgame.co.uk/carbon-literacy-course-for-teachers/
https://climatefresk.org/world/registration-workshop/
https://carbonliteracy.com/individual/
https://www.reading.ac.uk/planet/-/media/project/uor-main/uor-campaign/climate-for-change/climate-education-summit/climateeducationsummit-actionplan.pdf?la=en&hash=70A9DA27CDA84F375723D8C91F45B12F
https://www.reading.ac.uk/planet/-/media/project/uor-main/uor-campaign/climate-for-change/climate-education-summit/climateeducationsummit-actionplan.pdf?la=en&hash=70A9DA27CDA84F375723D8C91F45B12F
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/climate-change-explained
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-cycle/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-cycle/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/playlists/climate-change-schools?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=19975578621&utm_content=148918386660&utm_term=&gclid=CjwKCAjw_aemBhBLEiwAT98FMs5jWIvtLkVp122W8xDl6JTemODUELtlCaxdiQnePF7i2m9Dywh94hoCuCUQAvD_BwE
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/playlists/climate-change-schools?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=19975578621&utm_content=148918386660&utm_term=&gclid=CjwKCAjw_aemBhBLEiwAT98FMs5jWIvtLkVp122W8xDl6JTemODUELtlCaxdiQnePF7i2m9Dywh94hoCuCUQAvD_BwE


Early Years 
• Developing an understanding of the Natural World through Outdoor Play In Line with the 

EYFS Statutory Framework 
• How to introduce Climate Education and Sustainability in Early Years 

 
 
Primary  

• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Geography Curriculum – Primary 
• Certificate in Sustainability and Climate Education for Staff for Primary Schools and 

Academies 
• Advanced Certificate in the Role of the Designated Sustainability Lead for Primary 

Schools and Academies 
• Advanced Certificate in the Role of the Designated Climate Education Lead for Primary 

Schools 
Certificate in Teaching Climate Education and Sustainability in the Wider Curriculum for 
Primary Schools 

• Certificate in the Role of Designated Sustainability and Climate Education Governor for 
Primary Schools and Academies 

• Sustainability and Climate Change: Encouraging Pupil Agency (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality PSHE/RHE Curriculum - Primary 
• Pupil-Power Change: Involving Young People in Environmental Action - Primary 

 
 
General 

• Maximising Use of Schools Grounds as Part of Hands-on Climate Education 
• A Radical Approach to Saving Energy for Education Settings 
• Climate Education: First Step Towards a zero-carbon school 
• Green Schools Implementing the 5Rs of Waste Management 
• How to support Students with eco-anxiety 
• Retrofit your School Estate to Reduce Energy Consumption and Carbon Emissions 
• Sustainable Travel: How to Encourage Cleaner and Greener Journeys to School  

 
 

Free Webinars 
• Free Webinar – A guide to Whole School Sustainability by WWF-UK (Primary) 
• Free Webinar – WWF-UK and RSPB – Supporting Nature in your school grounds 

(Primary) 
• Free Webinar – WWF-UK – High Quality Climate Education and Sustainability Resources 

to Enrich your curriculum.  
 
 

Funding Opportunities 
 
The Woodland Trust – Free Trees  
The woodland trust have a free trees for schools scheme Free Trees for 
Schools and Communities - Woodland Trust – they normally have two 
deliveries a year – March and November – and they are currently taking 
applications for the November 2024 delivery.   
 

https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/natural-world-outdoor-play-eyfs
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/natural-world-outdoor-play-eyfs
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-and-sustainability-early-years
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https://nationalcollege.com/courses/climate-education-staff
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/climate-education-staff
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/green-operations-for-leaders
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https://nationalcollege.com/courses/climate-education-governor
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https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/empowering-student-voice-primary
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https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/young-people-in-environmental-action-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/school-grounds-hands-on-climate-education
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/radical-approach-saving-energy
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/zero-carbon-school-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/green-schools-5-rs-waste-management
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/support-students-with-eco-anxiety
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/retrofit-your-school-estate
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/sustainable-travel-encourage-green-journeys
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/whole-school-sustainability-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/free-webinar-supporting-nature-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/free-webinar-supporting-nature-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/wwf-uk-high-quality-climate-education
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/wwf-uk-high-quality-climate-education
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/


 
Tree Appeal  
Free trees providing to schools and colleges – find out more here: Trees for Schools, Apply for 
Free Trees (treeappeal.com) 
 
 
Tesco Stronger Starts 

"Tesco Strong Starts". You can apply for a grant of up to £1,500. Could be 
useful for Climate Change / Sustainability related activities – e.g. school 
gardens etc. Every three months three local good causes are selected to be in 
the blue token customer vote in Tesco Stores throughout the UK - you can 
apply here Apply for a grant (tescostrongerstarts.org.uk). 

Guidance on how to apply is in the link above. Examples of eligible applications with a focus on food 
security, children and young people could be:  

• A school providing pupils with food for breakfast clubs or snacks throughout the day 
• A school wanting to buy equipment for outdoor or indoor actvities 
• A school wanting to develop a food-growing area 
• A school supporting an after school club etc.  

 

School Garden Grants 
 
This is aimed at developing school gardens across London – Applications for 2024 have now closed – 
but keep an eye out for 2025 School Garden Grants | School Food Matters 

 

Examples of Regional Environmental and Sustainability Networks and 
Resources: 
 
 
UKSSN Networks –  
Find your local network here Join the UK Schools Sustainability Network (transform-our-
world.org) 
 
Manchester 
Manchester Environmental Education Network Manchester Environmental Education Network- 
Sustainable Schools Resources (meen.org.uk) 
 
London 
London Schools Eco Network London Schools Eco Network (transform-our-world.org) 
 
 
Yorkshire  

• Schools Climate Education South Yorkshire Schools' Climate Education South 
Yorkshire – Learning for a sustainable future (scesy.org.uk)  

• South Yorkshire Climate Alliance Campaigns - South Yorkshire Climate Alliance  
• Climate Action in Sheffield Schools network – which is hosted by Sheffield Hallam Uni 

and run by Lee Jowett Lee Jowett – Climate Action in Sheffield Schools (shu.ac.uk)  
 
  

https://www.treeappeal.com/Schools.html
https://www.treeappeal.com/Schools.html
https://tescostrongerstarts.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/
https://www.schoolfoodmatters.org/what-we-do/projects/food-education/school-garden-grants
https://www.transform-our-world.org/ukssn/membership
https://www.transform-our-world.org/ukssn/membership
https://www.meen.org.uk/sustainable_schools
https://www.meen.org.uk/sustainable_schools
https://www.transform-our-world.org/ukssn/london-schools-eco-network
https://www.scesy.org.uk/
https://www.scesy.org.uk/
https://www.southyorkshireclimatealliance.org.uk/campaigns
https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability/#:~:text=The%20network%20was%20established%20in,years%20through%20to%20higher%20education.
https://research.shu.ac.uk/sustainability/author/l_jowett/


CAMPAIGNS  
 
There are lots of campaigns you can get your schools / trusts involved in to promote 
sustainability. Getting students to lead on these can be a great way of empowering students to 
make a difference.  
 
Water Week (May) - The Pod | Water Week (jointhepod.org) 
 
Recycle to Read (all year)  

•  The Pod | Recycle to Read Toys (jointhepod.org) 
• The Pod | Recycle to Read - Battery Collections (jointhepod.org)   
• The Pod | Recycle to Read - Textile Collections (jointhepod.org)  

 
What’s under your feet (March / April / June) The Pod | What's Under Your Feet? 2023/24 
(jointhepod.org) 
 
Switch Off Fortnight (November) The Pod | Switch Off Fortnight 2024 (jointhepod.org) 
 
Waste Week (March) The Pod | Waste Week 2025 (jointhepod.org) 
 
The Big Plastic Count (March) Home | The Big Plastic Count  
 
Earth Day – April 22nd Earth Day: The Official Site | EARTHDAY.ORG 
 
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel (March) – they haven’t updated their website yet for 
2024 but says that will be soon Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2023  
 
World Environment Day – 5th June  World Environment Day 
 
 

GREEN CAREERS 
 
Green Careers Toolkit (Transform Our World and Chartered Institution of Wastes 
Management) – this excellent resource helps secondary students to consider and explore 
careers in the resource and waste management industry and can be downloaded here.  
 
STEM Learning have a Green Careers guidance document available here and also have a huge 
range of resources to support green carers – including videos. 
 
Green Careers Hub – includes case studies and information on Green Careers A green future - 
Green Careers Hub 

EAUC Scotland – have produced a Green Careers Guide which can be downloaded. How to find 
a job that's good for you and the planet - a Green Careers Guide | EAUC 

Careers Fair on Climate Change: STEM Learning have a Virtual Careers Fair on “Careers in 
Climate Change” supported by over 25 national employers working in STEM industries to fight 
climate change and encourage sustainability. The fair includes videos and activities to find out 
more about each of the companies and the career opportunities they have available.  

https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/water-week24
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/recycle-to-read-2021
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/r2r-batteries23
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/r2r-textiles23
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/whats-under-your-feet-202021
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/whats-under-your-feet-202021
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/sof24
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/ww25
https://thebigplasticcount.com/
https://www.earthday.org/
https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://www.transform-our-world.org/resources/pollution-and-waste/green-careers-toolkit
https://www.transform-our-world.org/files/ciwm_green_careers_toolkit_.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/pc40tpn1u6ef/3vq1WupHQeXZg1oh4Ztbnd/583f566de6e40322a963abbab47e4825/Destination_STEM_-_Green_Careers_.pdf
https://www.stem.org.uk/secondary/careers/green-careers
https://www.stem.org.uk/secondary/careers/green-careers
https://www.greencareershub.com/green-future/
https://www.greencareershub.com/green-future/
https://www.eauc.org.uk/green_careers_guide
https://www.eauc.org.uk/green_careers_guide
https://stem.exhibition.app/climatechange/
https://stem.exhibition.app/climatechange/


WWF – Sustainable Futures Programme – WWF have linked with Villiers Park Educational 
Trust and Founders4Schools to create a free programme for teachers and career leads to help 
empower students to build a sustainable career. Sustainable Futures: Our Programme | WWF 

Careers in Climate Science: 

The NENP have started to build up career profile examples of people involved in roles related to 
climate science:  

• Helen Johnson  - Research and Lecturer at Oxford University – working on ocean 
circulation and its role in climate. 

• Andrew Marshall – MET office – climate research.  
• Sylvia Knight – Royal Meteorological Society  

The British Council Green Careers Guide – The British Council hub has green careers alumni 
videos, green careers webinars and a green careers directory Green careers guide | British 
Council 

 

Integrating Sustainability and Climate Change into the Curriculum  

An important part of a holistic sustainability strategy is integration of sustainability and climate 
change education within the school curriculum. The following are some resources and links to 
support with this. This article from UCL looks at how embedding climate change and 
sustainability across the curriculum in primary and secondary schools would help to empower 
more young people and their communities to act on the issue.  

UCL also undertook an interesting survey of teachers in England on Teaching Climate Change 
and Sustainability (their report is available here)  

Opportunities for Enhanced Climate Change Education in Current English GCSE 
specifications and KS3 Teaching (Royal Meteorological Society) – an excellent document 
with lots of ideas for how opportunities for climate change teaching can be embedded in a 
range of subjects.  

Climate Change Concepts – the Royal Meteorological Survey have a new tool for Curriculum 
Developers and Teachers called “Climate Change concept association tool” -  a dynamic 
infographic which helps curriculum developers and teachers understand the importance and 
relationship between around 300 concepts related to climate change.  

STEM Courses – STEM have two courses coming up in June – one for primary and one for 
secondary specifically looking at integrating climate change into the secondary curriculum 
Integrating climate change into the secondary curriculum | STEM 

26 Top Tips to integrate climate education across the curriculum – a blog post by Earth 
Warriors Global Integrating climate change into the secondary curriculum | STEM 

Climate Change Resources for Schools (WWF) – WWF have introductory climate change 
resources aimed at students aged 7-11 Climate change resources for schools | WWF 

Teach The Future is a campaign led by secondary and tertiary education students ‘to improve 
education on the climate emergency and ecological crisis in the UK’ – they have produced a 
report called “Curriculum for a Changing Climate: a track changes review of the national 
curriculum for England” they have suggested amendments to the curriculum of individual 
subjects for how sustainability and climate change education could be more embedded – 
suggested amendments can be seen here Curriculum for a Changing Climate 
(teachthefuture.uk) 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/sustainable-futures/our-programme
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-10/RMS-Helen-Johnson-Green-Career.pdf
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-10/RMS-Andrew-Marshall-Green-Career.pdf
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-10/RMS-Sylvia-Knight-Green-Career.pdf
https://www.britishcouncil.org/climate-connection/be-inspired/green-careers
https://www.britishcouncil.org/climate-connection/be-inspired/green-careers
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/news/2023/jul/teaching-climate-change-more-subjects-would-empower-young-people-take-action
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/news/2023/jul/teaching-climate-change-more-subjects-would-empower-young-people-take-action
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/news/2023/jul/teaching-climate-change-more-subjects-would-empower-young-people-take-action
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10173208/1/Teaching%20climate%20change%20and%20sustainability_CCCSE%20survey_July%202023.pdf
https://www.metlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Synthesis-Report-final.pdf
https://www.metlink.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Synthesis-Report-final.pdf
https://www.metlink.org/resource/climate-change-concept-association-tool/
https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/ondemand/501481/integrating-climate-change-secondary-curriculum
https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/ondemand/501481/integrating-climate-change-secondary-curriculum
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources/climate-change-resources
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5f8805cef8a604de754618bb/637d2a1bede15e6467a233dd_Curriculum%20for%20a%20Changing%20Climate_%20a%20track%20changes%20review%20of%20the%20national%20curriculum%20for%20England.pdf
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5f8805cef8a604de754618bb/637d2a1bede15e6467a233dd_Curriculum%20for%20a%20Changing%20Climate_%20a%20track%20changes%20review%20of%20the%20national%20curriculum%20for%20England.pdf
https://www.teachthefuture.uk/tracked-changes-project#guiding-principles
https://www.teachthefuture.uk/tracked-changes-project#guiding-principles


Ministry of Eco Education have produced curriculum resources to help teachers embed 
sustainability across every subject for all students.   

The National College have some excellence webinars on Climate Education and Sustainability 
across Curriculum Areas in Primary and Secondary if your school / trust has membership.  

• Certificate in Teaching Climate Education and Sustainability in the Wider Curriculum 
(Secondary)  

• Certificate in Teaching Climate Education and Sustainability in the Wider Curriculum 
(Primary)  

• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Geography Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Geography Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Science Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Science Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Maths Curriculum (Secondary)  
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Maths Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Art & Design Curriculum (Secondary)  
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Art & Design Curriculum (Primary)  
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality PSHE / RE Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality PSHE / RE Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality English Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality English Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality D&T Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality PE Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality PE Curriculum (Primary)  
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Art Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Art Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Music Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Music Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Computing Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Computing Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality MFL Curriculum (Primary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality MFL Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Citizenship Curriculum (Secondary) 
• Integrating Climate Education into a High-Quality Citizenship Curriculum (Primary) 

 

Texts related to Sustainability and Climate Change 

Sustainability Education: A classroom guide Sustainability Education: A 
Classroom Guide: Amazon.co.uk: Stephen Scoffham, Steve Rawlinson: 
9781350262072: Books 

 

Leadership for Sustainability: Saving the planet one school at a time. 
Leadership for Sustainability: Saving the planet one school at a time: 0 : Dr David 
Dixon: Amazon.co.uk: Books 

 

 

 

https://www.ministryofeco.org/curriculum/
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/teaching-climate-education-in-wider-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/courses/teaching-climate-education-in-the-wider-curriculum-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-change-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-change-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/science-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/high-quality-science-curriculum-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/high-quality-mathematics-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/high-quality-mathematics-curriculum-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/art-design-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/art-design-curriculum-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/secondary-pshe-rhe-sustainability
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/primary-pshe-rhe-sustainability
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/high-quality-english-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/high-quality-english-curriculum-i-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/design-technology-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-enriching-pupils-knowledge-via-the-pe-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-enriching-pupils-knowledge-via-the-pe-curriculum-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/art-design-curriculum-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/art-design-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-music-curriculum-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-music-curriculum-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-enriching-knowledge-in-computing-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-enriching-knowledge-in-computing-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-mfl-primary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-mfl-secondary
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-high-quality-citizenship-sec
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/climate-education-high-quality-citizenship-pri
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1350262072/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1350262072/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1350262072/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1781354014/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1781354014/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1


 

Current Competitions / Awards 

Primary Awards for Green Education in Schools Enter your School - Primary Awards for Green 
Education in Schools 2024 | Primary Awards for Green Education in Schools 
(primaryawards4greeneducation.org.uk) 

National Competition in Food, Farming and Natural Environment The National Competition 
in… | LEAF (Linking Environment and Farming) 

STAT WARS – Climate Change Challenge STATWARS Competition | Free-to-school Data 
Projects | Climate Change (open until the end of this academic year)  

 

Compiled by Rob Chambers – April 2024 - @RobGeog 
Astrea Academy Trust – National Geography Lead / Trust Sustainability Lead 

https://primaryawards4greeneducation.org.uk/school/signup
https://primaryawards4greeneducation.org.uk/school/signup
https://primaryawards4greeneducation.org.uk/school/signup
https://leaf.eco/education/competitions/the-national-food-farming-and-environment-competition
https://leaf.eco/education/competitions/the-national-food-farming-and-environment-competition
https://www.statwarscompetition.com/
https://www.statwarscompetition.com/

