
geography.org.uk 1 

 Support for new teachers 

Reading list for sustainability

Reading list for teaching sustainability 
• Biddulph, M., Lambert, D. and Balderstone, D. (2021) ‘ Sustainable development and Global 

Citizenship’' in Learning to Teach Geography in the Secondary School: A Companion to School 
Experience, 4th edition. Abingdon: Routledge, pages 260 - 264.

• Boardman, D. and Ranger, G. 'Teaching sustainable development', Teaching Geography, October 
1996.

• Firth, R. ‘The Nature of ESD through geography’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2011
• Hicks, D (2012) Sustainable Schools, Sustainable Futures: A resource for teachers, Godalming: 

WWF UK
• Hicks, D. ‘A Geography of Hope’, Geography, Spring 2014
• Hicks, D. ‘A sustainable future: four challenges for geographers’, Teaching Geography, Spring 

2011.
• Hicks, D. A post-carbon geography, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2013
• Hicks, D. 'Envisioning a better world', Teaching Geography, April 2001
• Hicks, D. 'Zero carbon Britain: a 'splinter in your mind'?’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2017
• Hicks, D. ‘Why we still need a geography of hope’ Geography, Summer 2018
• Hicks, D. ‘Climate change: bringing the pieces together’ Teaching Geography, Spring 2019
• Hillman, M. ‘Time to face up to the realities of climate change’, Geography,. Summer 2019
• Hopwood, N. (2007) Think Piece – Education for sustainable development: Students’ perspectives, 

Geographical Association
• Huckle, J. (1983) 'Environmental education' in Huckle, J. (ed) Geographical Education. Reflection 

and Action. Oxford: OUP.
• Huckle, J. ‘Bringing sustainability into sharper focus’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2011
• Job, D. (1996) 'Geography and environmental education - an exploration of perspectives and 

strategies' in Kent, A., Lambert, D., Naish, M. and Slater, F. (eds) Geography in Education: 
Viewpoints on teaching and learning. Cambridge: CUP.

• Job, D. ‘Fieldwork for a change’, Teaching Geography, April 2001
• Jones, P. Hillier D. and Comfort, D. ‘Contested perspectives on fracking in the UK: Shale gas and 

fracking and the potential economic benefits and environmental risks’, Geography, Spring 2015
• Maude, A. ‘A sustainable view of sustainability?’, Geography, Spring 2014
• McPartland, M. ‘Geography, citizenship and the local community’, Teaching Geography, April 

2001
• Morgan, A. ‘Sustaining ESD in geography’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2011
• Morgan, J. (2000) 'Geography teaching for a sustainable society', in Kent, A. (ed) Reflective 

Practice in Geography Teaching. London: Paul Chapman Publishing.
• Morgan, J. (2011) Teaching Geography as if the Planet Matters. London: Routledge
• Morgan, J. ‘Teaching geography for sustainability Jones, M. (ed) (2017) The Handbook of 

Secondary Geography, Sheffield: Geographical Association
• Ofsted (2008) 'Schools and sustainability: A climate for change?' Ref no: 070173: Ofsted 
• Department for Education (2022) Sustainability and climate change strategy and the update: 

Sustainability and climate change strategy: our progress so far (December 2023)
• Reid, A. ‘Environmental change, sustainable development citizenship’, Teaching Geography, April 

2001
• Rickinson, M. (1999) 'People-environment issues in the geography classroom: towards an 

understanding of students' experiences', IRGEE, 8, 2, 120-139

http://www.jstor.org/stable/23756025
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• Selmes, I. ‘Whatever happened to sustainable development?’ Teaching Geography, Autumn
2019

• Smith, M. (2007) Think Piece – Education for sustainable development, Geographical Association
• Sterling, S. (2001) Sustainable Education: Revisioning learning and change. Totnes: Green Books.
• Taylor, L. (2004) Re-presenting Geography. Cambridge: Chris Kington Publishing (sections 2.3 and

3.6).
• Tilbury, D. (1997) 'Environmental education and development education: teaching geography for

a sustainable world' in Tilbury, D. and Williams, M. (eds) Teaching and Learning Geography.
London: Routledge.

• United Nations Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, United
Nations, 2015

Articles in Teaching Geography that include teaching approaches 

• Bartlett, K. 'An environmental audit', Teaching Geography, January 2003 - Y 8 pupils 
undertake an environmental audit of the impact of local people and tourists.

• Graham, B. ‘Greener future for farming’, Teaching Geography, October 2003 – scheme of 
work on sustainable farming

• Heath, R. ‘Putting your foot in it’, Teaching Geography, April 2002 – Y9 activities on ecological 
footprints

• Jones, P. ‘Furthering ESD in the classroom and beyond’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2009 -
contains a detailed scheme of work on Global Water with key questions, teaching and 
learning activities and resources

• Lane, S. N. ‘Virtual water’, Geography, Spring 2014
• Maxfield, H. ‘The Cayman Islands coral reefs: global issues, local solutions’. Teaching 

Geography, Spring 2018
• Newman, R. 'Sustainable tourism in the Peruvian tropical forest', Teaching Geography, 

January 2002 – case study
• Rawding, C. 'Kangaroo: Sustainable meat and leather or cute tourist icon?'  Teaching 

Geography, Spring 2006 - debating the issues involved in kangaroo farming using 
classification cards.

• Ross, S. and 'Interpreting the Eden Project', Teaching Geography, January 2003 – pupils’ 
creative responses to this conservation and sustainable project.

• Smith, M., Walker, S. and Sugden, B. 'The Green Variety Show’, Teaching Geography, July 
2003' – includes an example of a ‘Thinking Hats’ activity.

• Smyth, T. 'Citizenship and sustainable development through geography', Teaching 
Geography, October 2001 – investigating local planning issues from a sustainability 
perspective.

• Staddon, C., Brown, J. and Hayes, E. ‘Potential environmental impacts of ‘fracking’ in the UK’, 
Geography, Summer 2016

• Waddington, S. ‘Plastic bags: A sustainable change’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2006 – Case 
studies from Ireland and South Africa

• Walshe, N. (2010) ‘Enough for everyone forever? considering sustainability of resource 
consumption with year 10 students’, Teaching Geography, Summer. 

• Walshe, N. (2011) ‘Evaluating Local Agenda 21’, Teaching Geography, Spring. 
• Walshe, N. and Perry, J. (2022) ‘Transforming geography education: developing eco-

capabilites for a flourishing and sustainable future’, Teaching Geography, Autumn. 
• Willson, A. 'Unsettling settlement', Teaching Geography, Summer 2007  – teaching ideas 

from the Geographical Association ’s project on Building Sustainable Communities Project
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• Ellis. L., McDaid, J. and Oraeki, A. (2011) GCSE Geography Teachers' Toolkit: A Disposable 
Future? A study of a wasteful world, Geographical Association

• Ferretti, J. (2011) GCSE Geography Teachers' Toolkit: Life on the Edge?  A study of extreme 
environments, Geographical Association

• Pollard, G. (2017) GCSE Geography Teachers' Toolkit: Food, Water and Energy: A study of 
resource management, Geographical Association

• Rayner, D. (2011) GCSE Geography Teachers' Toolkit: Hot and Bothered?  A study of climate 
change, Geographical Association

• Widdowson, J. (2010) GCSE Geography Teachers' Toolkit: Is the Future Sussed?  A study of 
sustainable urban living, Geographical Association
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