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Geography GCSE report 2024  
Context and summary 
Overall, for the UK1 in 2024: 

• GCSE outcomes for all subjects were similar to 2023 and slightly higher than 2019 
• GCSE geography outcomes were broadly similar to 2023 and to 2019, and entries 

again increased slightly. 

In 2024 GCSE examination results returned to pre-Pandemic grading patterns in all three home 
nations (hence the 2019 benchmark used below). Comparing GCSE entries and results for the 
UK with 20232: 

• the UK population of 16-year-olds was lowest in 2018 and then increased annually until 
2024; the cohort increased by 4.6% in 2023-2024. GCSE entries increased by 4.8% to 
6.2 million students (95% in England, 2% in Wales and 2% in Northern Ireland) 

• while 91% of entries are for 16-year-olds, entries for students aged 15 and under again 
declined and for those aged 17+ increased  

• overall results for 16-year-olds at all grades remain higher for female students; however, 
the achievement gap between girls and boys has reduced slightly 

• there has been no change in the rank order of the top ten highest entry subjects since 
2020. Geography was ranked sixth, with an entry of 297,411 or 4.8% (5.0% in 2023).  

• geography saw a modest increase in entries (1.4% compared with 4.8% for all subjects) 
• the gender balance in geography entries (54M/46F) is unchanged in recent years. 

In 2024 GCSE outcomes for all subjects were broadly similar to 2023, while the proportion of 
UK students achieving grade 7/A and above increased slightly from 2019: 

All subjects (UK) Entries 7/A 4/C 1/G 

2024 6,186,879 21.8% 67.6% 97.9% 

2023 5,905,000 22.0% 68.2% 98.0% 

2019 5,547,447 20.8% 67.3% 98.3% 

Change 2023-24 +281,879 -0.20% -0.60% -0.10% 

Change 2019-24 +639,432 1.00% 0.30% -0.40% 

In 2024 GCSE geography outcomes were broadly similar to 2023 and to 2019: 

Geography (UK) Entries 7/A 4/C 1/G 

2024 297,411 24.9 65.6 98.3 

2023 293,319 25.0 65.6 98.1 

2019 265,169 24.9 65.8 98.4 

Change 2023-24 +4,092 -0.2 0.1 0.1 

Change 2019-24 +32,242 0.0 -0.2 -0.1 

 
1 England, Northern Ireland and Wales (not Scotland) 
2 Source: https://www.jcq.org.uk/gcse-level-1-and-level-2-results-summer-2024/?a  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/gcse-level-1-and-level-2-results-summer-2024/?a
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Although geography outcomes show little change in recent years: 

• geography consistently out-performs ‘all GCSE subjects’ at the 7/A benchmark, but 
under-performs at 4/C 

• female students outperform males in geography, as they do in all subjects. However, 
compared with females in all subjects, they under-perform in geography at the 4/C 
benchmark more than males do.  

The design, content, grading and regulation of GCSE qualifications differ between England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland: together these three home nations make up the data for ‘the 
UK’. The numeric grading scale used in England compares with the alphabetical scales used 
in Wales and Northern Ireland at three anchor points for standards: 7/A; 4/C and 1/G.  

Nation  
National geography 

entry  7/A 4/C 1/G 

‘The UK’  4.8% 24.9 65.6 98.3 
England 5.0% 24.5 65.0 98.2 
Wales  2.3% 28.4 72.5 99.2 
Northern Ireland  4.0% 34.7 81.6 99.2 

 
However, standards are not identical; the differences in the qualifications may make a 
school’s home nation a more valid comparator for its analysis of the 2024 geography results 
than the UK as a whole. 

1. Entries for geography in 2024 
• Geography remained the sixth most popular GCSE subject in 2024 with an entry 

of 297,411 or 4.8% (5.0% in 2023). 
• Geography entries increased by 4,092 (+1.4%) compared with an increase in 

entries for all subjects of 4.8%. This follows an increase in geography entries of 
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+1.4% in 2023 and +12.2% since 2019, compared with +10.3% for all subjects 
since 2019.   

• Geography maintains its position in the top ten subjects, but entries are no longer 
growing strongly and for some years have lagged behind history. Business studies 
had the biggest increase (+9.7%) of the large entry (over 100,000) subjects. 

• The gender imbalance for geography entries is unchanged from recent years at 
54:46 (M:F), compared with 50:50 for all subjects. Looking at it another way3, on a 
scale of 1 to 49, where 1 represents disproportionately the most popular subject with 
males and 49 the most popular with females, geography ranked 13, compared with a 
mid-point of 23 for all subjects. History ranked 27, so was chosen proportionately by 
slightly more females but is one of the most gender-balanced subjects. 

• The number of geography entries from students aged 15 and under was 1,022 
(1% of the total aged 15 entry). The entry has decreased by 52% since 2019 
(compared with 23% for all subjects).4 

• The number of geography entries from students aged 17 and over was 3,700 
(<1% of the total 17+ entry). The entry increased by 17% since 2019 (compared 
with 4% for all subjects). 
 

Popularity of geography at GCSE compared with other subjects in 2024 

The top 10 GCSE subjects and their ranking5 shows little change compared with 2023:  

Ranking Subject  % of total 2024 
(2023) 

Number of 
candidates  

1  Science: Double Award  15.9 (15.8) 980,786 

2 Mathematics  14.2 (13.9) 878,165 

3  English  13.7 (13.4) 845,834 

4  English Literature  10.6 (10.6) 655,905 

5  History  5.3 (5.3) 325,437 

6  Geography  4.8 (5.0) 297,411 

7  Religious Studies  4.0 (4.1) 245,019 

8  Art and Design subjects  3.4 (3.4) 208,934 

9  Biology  3.2 (3.2) 194,925 

10  Chemistry  3.0 (3.1) 185,274 

 

 
3 https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Additional-Charts-Summer-2024.pdf 
4 GCSE Full Course Results Summer 2024 
5 GCSE, Project, and Entry Level Trends - UK, 2024 https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Project-and-Entry-Level-Trends-2024.pdf  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Additional-Charts-Summer-2024.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Project-and-Entry-Level-Trends-2024.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Project-and-Entry-Level-Trends-2024.pdf
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2. Results for geography 2024 in the UK 
Entry and cumulative grade profiles  
The results issued by JCQ on 22 August 2024 for the UK (for all ages) were as follows6: 

Male and female geography students; cumulative grades, with grade differences for geography compared with all subjects. 

 Entry 7/A 4/C 1/G U 
All subjects 2024 6,186,879 (100%) 21.8 67.6 97.9 100% 
Geography 2024 297,411 (4.8%) 24.9 65.6 98.3 100% 
Geography 2023 293,318 (5.0%) 25.0 65.6 98.1 100% 
Geography 2019 265,169 (4.8%) 24.9 65.8 98.4 100% 
Geography grade difference vs all 2024 3.1 -2.0 0.4  
Geography grade difference vs all 2023 3.0 -2.7 0.2  
Geography grade difference vs all 2019 4.1 -1.5 0.1  

 
Male 

 Entry 7/A 4/C 1/G U 
All subjects 2024 3,109,294 (100%) 19.0 64.2  97.4 100% 
Geography 2024 161,392 (5.2) 22.3 63.9 97.8 100% 
Geography 2023 159,397 (5.4%) 21.9 63.3 97.7 100% 

 
6 JCQ: GCSE (Full Course) Results Summer 2024 https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Full-course-results-summer-2024.pdf   

 

  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Full-course-results-summer-2024.pdf
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Geography 2019 142,816 (5.2%) 21.4  62.5 97.8 100% 
Geography grade difference vs all 2024 3.3 -0.3 0.4  
Geography grade difference vs all 2023 2.8 -1.6 0.2  

 
Female 

 Entry 7/A 4/C 1/G U 
All subjects 2024 3,077,585 (100%) 24.7 71.0 98.5 100% 
Geography 2024 136,019 (4.4%) 27.9 67.7 98.9 100% 
Geography 2023 133,922 (4.6%) 28.8 68.2 98.7 100% 
Geography 2019 122,353 (4.4%) 28.9% 69.7% 99.0% 100% 
Geography grade difference vs all 2024 3.2 -3.3 0.4  
Geography grade difference vs all 2023 3.9 -3.5 0.3  
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3. Results for geography 2024 in England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
Cumulative percentages by grade for all students in each home nation7. 

England 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U Entry 

Geography 2024 4.8 12.9 24.5 38.4 52.2 65.0 80.9 91.9 98.2 100 283,154 
Geography 2023 4.9 12.9 24.5 38.0 51.9 64.8 80.5 91.4 98.1 100 279,082 
Geography 2022 7.8 17.9 30.3 45.2 59.6 72.1 84.0 93.5 98.4 100 274,903 
Geography 2019 4.8 13.0 24.5 38.6 52.6 65.2 81.6 92.4 98.3 100 251,121 
All Subjects 2023 4.9 12.0 21.6 35.6 52.2 67.8 83.8 93.1 98.0 100 5,422,613 

 

Wales A* A B C D E F G U Entry 

Geography 2024 9.9 28.4 51.9 72.5 85.2 92.9 97.1 99.2 100 7,101 
Geography 2023 13.6 32.6 55.2 75.9 87.7 94.6 97.9 99.4 100 7,109 
Geography 2022 17.2 37.9 59.8 78.8 89.1 94.8 98.0 99.7 100 7,657 
Geography 2019 9.2 27.4 50.3 72.3 86.0 94.1 97.8 99.4 100 7,270 
All Subjects 2023 8.7 21.3 40.9 64.5 78.5 87.5 92.0 96.8 100 293,368 

 

Northern Ireland A* A B C* C D E F G U Entry 

Geography 2024 8.5 34.7 54.8 69.6 81.6 91.3 95.5 97.8 99.2 100 6,127 
Geography 2023 12.2 39.4 61.9 76.5 87.1 93.8 97.0 98.3 99.4 100 6,070 
Geography 2022 15.2 43.9 69.0 83.6 91.6 95.9 98.0 99.1 99.6 100 5,830 
Geography 2019 8.5 34.7 54.4 69.5 81.6 90.9 95.5 97.7 99.0 100 5,766 
All Subjects 2023 10.6 35.4 57.5 74.3 86.6 93.8 96.5 98.6 99.4 100 145,250 

 
7 https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/ GCSE (Full Course) Results - June 2024 https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Full-
course-results-summer-2024.pdf  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Full-course-results-summer-2024.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Full-course-results-summer-2024.pdf
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Cumulative percentages by grade and gender 2024 for each nation8 

England Entry9 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U 

Male 2024 5.4% 3.9 11.1 22.1 36.1 50.2 63.3 79.4 90.7 97.7 100.0 

Male 2023 5.5% 3.8 10.6 21.4 34.9 49.0 62.5 78.6 90.1 97.6 100.0 

Male 2019 5.3% 3.7 10.7 21.3 34.9 49.0 61.9 79.2 90.8 97.7 100.0 

Female 2024 4.6% 5.9 15.1 27.4 41.2 54.6 67.0 82.7 93.4 98.9 100.0 

Female 2023 4.8% 6.3 15.7 28.1 41.8 55.3 67.5 82.7 92.9 98.7 100.0 

Female 2019 4.6% 6.1 15.7 28.3 42.9 56.8 69.0 84.4 94.2 99.0 100.0 

M & F 2024 5.0% 4.8 12.9 24.5 38.4 52.2 65.0 80.9 91.9 98.2 100.0 

M & F 2023 5.1% 4.9 12.9 24.5 38.0 51.9 64.8 80.5 91.4 98.1 100.0 

M & F 2019 5.0 4.8 13.0 24.5 38.6 52.6 65.2 81.6 92.4 98.3 100.0 
 

Wales Entry A* A B C D E F G U 

Male 2024 2.8% 7.3 24.0 47.9 69.7 83.7 92.4 97.0 99.1 100.0 

Male 2023 2.8% 11.0 28.6 50.9 73.5 86.1 94.1 97.5 99.2 100.0 

Male 2019 2.8% 6.6 21.3 43.5 67.2 83.1 92.7 97.3 99.2 100.0 

Female 2024 1.8% 13.7 34.8 57.9 76.6 87.3 93.5 97.2 99.4  100.0 

 
8 JCQ: GCSE (Full Course) Outcomes for main grade set for each jurisdiction, Results Summer 2024, https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-outcomes-for-main-grade-set-by-jurisdiction-summer-2024.pdf  
9 % of total number sat. 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-outcomes-for-main-grade-set-by-jurisdiction-summer-2024.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-outcomes-for-main-grade-set-by-jurisdiction-summer-2024.pdf
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Female 2023 2.0% 17.1 38.1 61.0 79.3 89.9 95.3 98.3 99.7 100.0 

Female 2019 2.2% 12.4 35.0 58.9 78.7 89.6 95.9 98.4 99.5 100.0 

M & F 2024 2.3% 9.9 28.4 51.9 72.5 85.2 92.9 97.1 99.2 100.0 

M & F 2023 2.4% 13.6 32.6 55.2 75.9 87.7 94.6 97.9 99.4 100.0 

(M & F 2019) 2.5% 9.2 27.4 50.3 72.3 86.0 94.1 97.8 99.4 100.0 
 

Northern Ireland Entry A* A B C* C D E F G U 

Male 2024 4.5% 5.3 27.4 47.7 64.0 77.7 89.6 94.5 97.5 99.1 100.0 

Male 2023 4.8% 8.5 32.6 57.2 73.7 85.8 93.6 96.9 98.2 99.3 100.0 

Male 2019 4.5% 4.7 26.3 46.0 63.0 76.9 88.1 93.9 97.0 99.0 100.0 

Female 2024 3.6% 12.4 43.3 63.1 76.3 86.3 93.4 96.8 98.3 99.3 100.0 

Female 2023 3.6% 16.9 48.1 68.0 80.1 88.7 94.1 97.0 98.4 99.5 100.0 

Female 2019 3.7% 12.9 44.3 64.1 77.0 87.1 94.1 97.3 98.5 99.1 100.0 

M & F 2024 4.0% 8.5 34.7 54.8 69.6 81.6 91.3 95.5 97.8 99.2 100.0 

M & F 2023 4.2% 12.2 39.4 61.9 76.5 87.1 93.8 97.0 98.3 99.4 100.0 

M & F 2019 4.1% 8.5 34.7 54.4 69.5 81.6 90.9 95.5 97.7 99.0 100.0 
 
• In all three nations more males than females took geography in 2024. The ratio was 54M/46F in England (54/46 in 2023), 60/40 

(58/42) in Wales and 54/46 (56/44) in Northern Ireland. In the UK the ratio is 54/46. 
• In all three nations females out-performed males, particularly at the higher grades, a difference that was marked in Wales and 

especially Northern Ireland:
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F/M grade difference 2024 (2023) 7/A 4/C 1/G 

England 5.3 (6.7) 3.7 (5.0) 1.2 (1.1) 

Wales  10.8 (9.5) 6.9 (5.8) 0.3 (0.5) 

Northern Ireland  15.9 (15.5) 8.6 (2.9) 0.2 (0.2) 
 

4. Geography entries aged 15 and under, 16 and 17+ 
The main entry (over 90%), is aged 16; in the UK 25% achieved grade 7/C and above in 
geography in 2024. 
 
Year UK Entries  7/A 4/C 1/G 

2024 292,689 24.8% 65.5% 98.3% 
 
In common with ‘all subjects’, the geography entry aged 15 and under is declining. 

Year UK Entries  7/A 4/C 1/G 

2024 1,022 38.3% 73.6% 98.7% 

2023 1,104 31.8% 72.1% 98.1% 

2019 2,145 28.0% 72.6% 99.1% 

Change 2019-24 -1,123/-52.4% +10.2% +0.9% -0.3% 
 

However, the geography entry aged 17 and over has increased again this year: 

Year UK Entries  7/A 4/C 1/G 

2024 3,700 28.6% 70.4% 98.7% 

2023 3,355 30.9% 72.0% 98.3% 

2019 3,157 26.0% 68.5% 98.5% 

Change 2019-23 +543/17.2% +4.9% +3.5% -0.2% 
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Appendix 1: The geography of GCSE in England 
JCQ publish a breakdown of outcomes for all subjects by English region: 

Region 7/A  7/A 

North East  17.8 Eastern Region  21.4 

North West  18.6 South West  21.2 

Yorkshire and Humber  18.3 South East  24.7 

West Midlands  18.5 London  28.5 

East Midlands  18.3   

 

Looking at geography entries, JVQ publish a chart showing subject choices by major English 
region (South/Midlands/North)10. On a scale of 1 to 34, where 1 is the most ‘southerly’ 
subject (economics) geography ranks 23, next to ‘all subjects’ at 24. Geography entries are 
thus distributed in relative balance across England. 

Ofqual analytics has an interactive map showing subject results by county: in 2024 
geography results at Grade 7 and above ranged from Surrey (38.3%) to the Isle of Wight 
(14.3%), a similar pattern to 2023. 

 

 

Written by John Hopkin, member of the GA’s Assessment and Examination Special Interest 
Group (AESIG), August 2024. 

 
10 https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Additional-Charts-Summer-2024.pdf 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Additional-Charts-Summer-2024.pdf
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/apps/GCSE/County/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/GCSE-Additional-Charts-Summer-2024.pdf

