
 
 

Examples of articles about fieldwork in PG 2009 – 2024                                (most recent article first)  

Some articles focus on fieldwork techniques and/or progression, others on fieldwork in action, overtly or 
incidentally, in a wide range of contexts including outdoor learning.  

  
PG vol./pages 
 

   
Title of article 

  
Author(s) 

  
Brief Summary of content 

Number 115 
Autumn 2024 
pp 8-9 

Exploring the journey of 
a river: River Dane case 
study 

James Bowen  Describes how year 4 pupils undertook practical local 
fieldwork as part of their unit on rivers.  

Number 115 
Autumn 2024 
pp 10-11 
 

Learning about the 
fluidity of risk  

Sophie Brack  A useful description of how pupils became involved in 
identifying and analysing risk they may encounter when 
planning fieldwork. Includes a good example of choosing 
best routes to a location.  

Number 115 
Autumn 2024 
pp 22-23 
 

Look at that! Using pupil 
led photography to 
document change  

Simon Collis A good example of how images can record change in 
Sheffield. These are accompanied by useful captions 
created by the pupils involved in the fieldwork.   

Number 114 
Summer 2024 
pp 14-15 
 

Investigating a local 
stream using enquiry-
based learning 

Alan Bedford Pupils investigate a local stream and lake close to the 
school. Identifies a range of interesting possibilities for 
investigation including people / jobs associated with the 
lake, the human impact on the area and the biodiversity 
within the lake.  

Number 113 
Spring 2024 
Pp 16-17 
 

Local enquiries – what 
kind of stories do we 
tell?  

Paula Owens & 
Peter Vujakovic 

Discusses how history and geography work together to 
provide a clearer sense of how a place develops over time. 
Includes an interesting example of the links between 
Pocahontas and the waterfront of Gravesend.  

Number 112 
Autumn 2023 
pp 18-19 

Countryside Contact Bryony Dowson & 
Victoria Hamilton 
 
 

Describes ‘Live chat a rural worker’, a Scottish project 
which adds an extra dimension to fieldwork, bringing 
virtual fieldwork into the classroom, and linking urban 
schools with rural environments and activities. 

Number 111 
Summer 2023 
pp 12-13 

Adventures with a 
compass 

Julia Tanner Practical advice on teaching compass use, directions and 
related vocabulary to EYFS pupils. 

Number 111 
Summer 2023 
pp 14-15 

Introducing maps in the 
early years 

Tim Kennington & 
Emily Rotchell 

Includes a useful section (Lesson 4) linking fieldwork in the 
local area with the teaching about maps. 

Number 111 
Summer 2023 
pp 16-17 

Edible school gardens Caroline Walker Pupils and the community use the school garden to grow 
their own food and learn about healthier eating and well-
being. 

Number 111 
Summer 2023 
pp 18-21 

Multiple perspectives – 
making fresh 
discoveries about a 
place and its people 

Aaron Clarke & 
Steve Rawlinson 

Brings together historians, archaeologists and geographers 
to explore the story of a place through time, using the 
evidence from fieldwork, maps, artefacts and other 
resources. 

Number 110 
Summer 2023 
Whole issue 

Focus on natural 
geographies 

Paula Owens, 
Steve Rawlinson, 
Tessa Willy & 
Sharon Witt 
(Editors) 

As nearly all the articles in this issue of Primary Geography 
include sensory engagement and immersion in local places 
and fieldwork it is not possible to single out just one or 
two. 



 
 

Number 109 
Autumn 2022 
pp 16-18 

Attending to hidden 
relations 

Helen Clarke & 
Sharon Witt 

Looks at how taking opportunities to look for the 
remarkable and extraordinary in the amazing world around 
us enhances and enriches geography. 

Number 109 
Autumn 2022 
pp 19-22 

Geography in the Early 
Years for doing 
wonderful and effective 
geography with young 
pupils 

Paula Owens, 
Emily Rotchell, 
Sarah Sprake & 
Sharon Witt 

An overview of EYFS geography and the place of fieldwork 
and outdoor experiences within it. 

Number 109 
Autumn 2022 
pp 26-27 

Exploring the everyday 
to find the unfamiliar 

Paula Owens Shows how pupils use fieldwork tools and techniques, 
including digital cameras, to rediscover their local area and 
learn to ‘think like geographers’. 
  

Number 108 
Summer 2022 
pp 24-25 

The Twelve Wonders of 
Gresford 

Sarah Jones & 
Rich Hatwood 

How to develop and embed a whole-school approach to 
fieldwork and geographical enquiry in the local area, 
illustrated with a Welsh example. 

Number 108 
Summer 2022 
p 29 

Forest friends: Sharing 
education through 
outdoor learning 

Emily McCaffery Describes the value and benefits of neighbouring schools 
sharing outdoor learning experiences, in a N. Ireland 
context. 

Number 108 
Summer 2022 
pp 30-31 

Don’t lose your pupils! 
Teaching six-figure grid 
references 

Martin Sutton Offers tips and tools to help primary pupils grasp the 
technique of grid referencing. 

Vol 105 
Summer 2021 
pp 19-21 

Material mapping 
 
 

Rosie Robertson Sensory mapping fieldwork activities that connect pupils 
with the natural landscape. 

Vol 104  
Spring 2021 
pp 13-17 

Progression in 
geographical fieldwork 
experiences 

Julia Tanner Provides practical guidance for effective fieldwork while 
reminding us why fieldwork is such a valuable and vital 
component of high-quality geography. 

Vol 104 
Spring 2021 
pp 24-25 

Capturing Croydon Deborah Myers Explains how a novel approach to fieldwork empowered 
pupils to think more carefully about their hometown, in 
this case Croydon but transferable to other locations. 

Vol 103 
Autumn 2020 
pp 12-13 

Paying attention to a 
more-than-human 
world 

Helen Clarke and 
Sharon Witt 

Considers ways in which, through fieldwork, pupils can be 
invited to pay attention to the more-than-human world, 
trees in this example. 

Vol 101   
Spring 2020   
p 23              

A discovery approach to 
fieldwork 

Sarah 
Whitehouse and 
Verity Jones 

Illustrates how ‘fieldwork, the crown jewel of geography, is 
best learned through the soles of your feet’ with discovery-
led fieldwork.  

Vol 99  
Summer 2019 
pp 24-25 

Settling nerves: 
undertaking fieldwork in 
challenging locations 

Paula Richardson Even if you think your school’s local area is not suitable for 
fieldwork, you are urged to embrace what is offered by 
challenging locations. 

Vol 98 
Spring 2019 
pp 16-17 

Bunhill Fields: 
Graveyard geography 

Ben Ballin, Paula 
Owens, Steve 
Rawlinson, Tessa 
Willey 

Using the “What, Where, When, Why, Who and How?’ 
approach to explore an unusual environment from 
different perspectives. 

Vol 96 
Summer 2018 
pp12-13 

Weather and climate in 
the curriculum 

Jennifer Thorpe An extended unit of work with fieldwork opportunities and 
data collection added in. 

Vol 88 
Autumn 2015 
pp 17-18 

Singing in the rain Jessica Collinson 
and Jo Fison with 
Margaret 
Mackintosh 

Planning and activities (on Dartmoor in this case) 
illustrating that, whatever the weather, geography 
fieldwork is fun. 



 
 

Vol 86 
Spring 2015 
pp 24-25 

Thinking and learning 
like a child 

Assunta Spina Examines the uses of fieldwork to reconnect with child-like 
curiosity and rejuvenate the way we explore and engage 
with landscapes. 

Vol 83 
Spring 2014 
pp 18-19 

Unfolding fieldwork Chris Trevor with 
Paula Owens 

A series of easy-to-accomplish fieldwork activities for 
introducing a study of the landscapes in the immediate 
locality. 

Vol 78 
Summer 2012 
pp 16-17 

Pupils’ perspective on 
outdoor potential 

Angela Sanford 
and Emma 
Morley 

Pupils explore their school grounds to give ideas and 
opinions about how they could be used for future learning. 

Vol 71 
Autumn 2010 
pp 10-11 

Do we care? An enquiry 
approach to discovering 
the local area 

Sujata Lakhani Pupils posed their own enquiry question about their village 
and include fieldwork as they seek to answer it. 

Vol 71 
Autumn 2010 
pp 30-31 

Get out of the 
classroom and into the 
river 

Sarah Bound Reports on a fieldtrip to consolidate classroom-based 
learning about rivers. 

Vol 69 
Autumn 2009 
pp 7-10 

Dartmoor is brilliant! Orlando Rutter 
and Sally Sharp 

Illustrates how by committing to outdoor learning and by 
developing quality and progression, small-scale fieldwork 
grew into an effective whole-school approach to learning. 

Vol 69 
Autumn 2009 
pp 4-15 

Living geography: alive 
and well in a Shropshire 
school 

Elayne Higgins How using active fieldwork and personal reflections to 
engage with real environments and relevant issues, pupils 
were enthused about their own and a contrasting locality, 
which helped them to make sense of the world around 
them. 
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