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An Introduction to GIS and GIS applications, including their
contribution to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
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This talk will offer an introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS), exploring both the development
of GIS technologies and the key data sets that underpin them. The presentation will cover a broad spectrum
of GIS applications, highlighting how these systems are utilised in various fields such as wildfire
management, glacier melt monitoring, and urban management. Through these examples, attendees will gain
insight into the diverse ways in which GIS supports decision-making processes and improves efficiency in
tackling complex challenges. Additionally, the talk will examine how GIS plays a significant role in achieving
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), showcasing its contributions to environmental
sustainability, disaster management, and urban planning. By the end of the session, participants will have a
clearer understanding of the importance of GIS in both global and local contexts, and its potential for driving
progress across multiple sectors.
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