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Curriculum and Assessment Review: Interim Report 

 

The Curriculum and Assessment Review’s (CAR) Interim Report was published on 
18.3.25. 

It considers that the present structure of key stages and national qualifications (GCSE, 
A levels and T levels) are broadly working well and should be retained. However, it notes 
the persistent attainment gaps, for disadvantaged children and young people and those 
with SEND, and the need to support the progression and achievement of all.  

There are positive comments about the breadth of the KS1 - KS4 curriculum and 
recognition of the trade-offs between breadth and depth, particularly in the primary 
years.  

Subject specific commentary will follow in CAR’s subsequent work. However, it does 
highlight how ‘subject specific knowledge remains the best investment we have to 
secure the education young people need in a world of rapid technological and social 
change’.  

CAR recognises the need for a high quality curriculum to keep pace with social, 
environmental and technical change and respond to the new opportunities and 
challenges presented by artificial intelligence (AI), global political development and 
climate change. There is also the opportunity for the curriculum to do more to make 
sure children and young people can see themselves in the curriculum, ‘(and) encounter 
the unfamiliar, and have their horizons stretched and broadened’. 

CAR proposes no fundamental changes to GCSE or A level. It states that final exams 
should remain as the primary means of GCSE assessment. However, it does note the 
volume of KS4 assessment and will consider the potential risks and trade-offs of non-
exam assessment.  

With reference to KS4 accountability measures CAR explores the issues of breadth, 
depth and choice for all pupils. It recognises the EBacc’s intention to improve access to 
a comprehensive, academic curriculum for all, but will consider whether this remains 
the most effective means of achieving this.  
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CAR’s interim report is available on Curriculum and Assessment Review: interim report 

The GA’s 2024 consultation response to the CAR can be read here  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/curriculum-and-assessment-review-interim-report
https://geography.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Geographical-Association-Response-to-Review-of-Curriculum-and-Assessment-Nov24.pdf

