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Education Select Committee: Call for evidence Further Education
and Skills

The Geographical Association (GA) welcomes this opportunity to respond to the Education Select
Committee’s call for evidence regarding Further Education and Skills. This response is made as a public
response.

The Geographical Association

The GA supports teachers to improve the quality of their geography lessons so that more young people can
enjoy the benefits of studying geography. We work with over 20,000 primary and secondary teachers every
year, championing their good practice. We are a voice for geography, advocating for the power of the
subject in policy and to society. For more information about our work please visit www.geography.org.uk.

Geography: for all our futures

Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills are vital for our future. We need a geographically literate
society to help address a warming climate; protect the 10,000+ schools facing flood risk'; decide where
and how to build new houses; tackle inequality at home and abroad; live sustainably; promote biodiversity
and safeguard our place in an uncertain world.

Itis in their geography lessons where pupils can understand why, for example, their school, home or
elsewhere faces flood risk and what can be done to help adapt to and mitigate against this situation? - and
connect this with future careers. Examples of such work include the GA’s creation of career spotlight
resources featuring roles in carbon assessment, urban planning, environmental consultancy, hydrology,
sustainable energy and planning. In addition, the GA is currently working with the Environment Agency to
create resources® that feature careers in the environmental sector.

We note Skills England identified how the Government’s aim of building 1.5 million new homes ‘will boost
the growth in demand for construction and related workers such as town planners, architects, surveyors
and environmental experts’. These are all careers that are supported through Further Education, and for
which studying geography is highly relevant preparation®. The need for skills addressing such issues was
noted by the Education Committee in its The Future of post 16 Qualifications report. This identified how,
‘our skills system will need to address key global challenges, including reaching net zero targets, and
biodiversity net gain’"®

Geography is a popular school subject. It is:

¢ a National Curriculum subject in key stages 1,2 and 3

¢ a GCSE option with 297,000 candidate entries in summer 2024 ©

¢ an A level course with 36,000 candidates in 2024, from which 6500 go on to study geography at university.

Geography GCSE has experienced very significant growth —rising from 26% of pupils taking geography in
2010 to 42% in 2024. This has helped more young people achieve the EBacc’s aims of encouraging them to
study GCSE subjects that are essential to many degree courses and that keep their future career options

" https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy DfE 2022

2 Sustainability and climate change: a strategy for the education and children’s services systems DfE 2023
3 New partnership between the Environment Agency and Geographical Association

4 Skills England: Driving growth and widening opportunities 2024

5 The future of post-16 qualifications 2023

8 Joint Council for Qualifications 2024
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open’. The GA notes how ‘students pursuing an EBacc-eligible curriculum at 14-16 had a greater
probability of progression to all post-16 educational outcomes’®.

Since 2010 GCSE geography’s growth has come predominantly from groups who had previously been less
likely to study geography — notably, disadvantaged pupils, those studying in non-selective state schools,
Black, Asian and minority ethnic students and those with lower prior attainment. For example, the
proportion of black and black British pupils studying GCSE geography has grown from 18% of the available
cohort to over 37%°. Geography has one of the best gender balances of all subjects™.

The GA’s response to the Curriculum and Assessment Review, which may be of interest to the Committee
is available on: Geographical Association response to the Review of Curriculum and Assessment.

Key geographical skills

Green skills: Geography’s distinctive approach is central to developing young peoples’ green skills, their
understanding of environmental sustainability and of how climate change will transform our economy,
society and environment — locally and globally. This work starts in the Early Years Foundation Stage, is
developed further in the primary geography classroom, continues through the secondary key stages and
the subject’s examinations at GCSE and A level.

Studying geography addresses the situation where six in ten school leavers are concerned about climate
change and a similar proportion believe that they will be impacted by it during their lifetime". For further
information on geography’s contribution to green skills please see the GA’s blog post Building green skills
into your geography curriculum. In this way studying geography, before entry to further education, provides
invaluable coverage of green skills and opportunities for young people to better understand how and why
our climate is changing, the implications of this and how we can mitigate against and adapt to the changes.

Such skills will be needed in every sector of our economy. The GA notes the CBI’s recent findings which
identified how ‘The net zero economy has become a powerhouse of job creation and economic expansion
with 10.1% growth in the total economic value supported by the net zero economy since 2023’2, The
Department for Education’s Sustainability and Climate Change identifies how it is ‘critical young people
and adults have the green skills that will allow them to build careers and participate as Britain leads the
world into the Green Industrial Revolution and strives for nature’s recovery’.’®

However, when young people are considering their subject options in relation to future career aspirations
their priorities were earning a good salary (52%), finding the right job (44%) and getting a job in general
(37%) - whilst finding a career where | can help address environmental/social concerns was a much lower
priority (14%)".

We need a clearer pathway that can help young people transition from the green skills they encounter in
the school curriculum onto ‘green’ vocational courses and careers.

7 English Baccalaureate (EBacc) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

8 Does what you study at age 14-16 matter for educational transitions post-16?

® Geography of Geography. RGS 2020

© Which A-Level subjects have the best (and worst) gender balance? - FFT Education Datalab

" Royal Meteorological Society Climate Literacy Report 2022

2 CBI Growth and Innovation in the UK net Zero Economy 2025

'3 Sustainability and climate change: a strategy for the education and children’s services systems 2023
"4 Young people Careers and Subject Choices. Survey of 500 young people aged 16 — 22. 2021
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Public First has noted there are currently no clear vocational paths into the green economy. Without this,
as Public First identified, peoples’ knowledge of the green sector will continue to be ‘extremely low’; green
jobs may be viewed as ‘a bit of a punt’ and (particularly for working class audiences) jobs which provide
security and positive working conditions may be seen to matter more than green jobs.

Geospatial skills: Geography provides a unique contribution to young peoples’ digital skills through the
use of geospatial data. The work of the Ordnance Survey and Esri UK has helped thousands of English
primary and secondary schools in using geospatial data to develop their pupils’ digital skills. The use of
geospatial technology lies at the heart of the Department for Education’s National Education Nature Park,
through which pupils have mapped the biodiversity of their school estates. In the workplace geospatial
skills:
e underpinned the national digital map of underground pipes and cables which will, by reducing
cable strikes and damage to pipes, deliver £490 million of economic value
e enabled the Ordnance Survey to fulfill 250 million address requests that were needed to deliver
home tests during the Covid pandemic.

The GA notes that the Government’s Geospatial Commission has identified that better use of geospatial
data can provide net benefit to the UK of £11 billion p.a. However, the Commission also identifies that, ‘the
UK cannot realise the value from geospatial without a skilled workforce. The pipeline of geospatial skills
depends on schools, further education and continuing professional development’'®,

Geographical enquiry: supporting critical thinking and ‘real world’ problem solving: One of
geography’s signature pedagogical approaches is ‘geographical enquiry’. Ofsted identifies this as the
process where ’pupils were taught how geographers identify questions, collect, present and analyse data,
and then reach and evaluate their conclusions’”’. It provides a ready-made ‘tool-kit’ enabling pupils to
apply critical thinking to solving real-world problems. We note the Education Committee has previously
highlighted a strong consensus identifying how employability skills — such as critical thinking, problem
solving, teamwork, creativity, and communication — will become increasingly important, yet are often
lacking among young people’®.

The Geographical Association recommends the need for:

1. Stronger qualification and careers signposting for young people to support enhanced transitions from
subject based GCSE qualifications — including geography - into vocational qualifications.
Subject bodies, such as the GA, are well placed to provide contextualised subject-specific advice and
guidance for teachers and their pupils to help achieve this. For example, during Apprenticeships Week
the GA helped highlight how young people might take the interests they have developed though
geography in soil science, fieldwork and data collection into further study through agricultural and
environmental apprenticeships. Similarly young people might also look to enter apprenticeships in
construction and the built environment that build on their prior geographical experiences of using
geospatial data and land use surveys™.

2. Strengthening of the place of green skills and sustainability in the post 16 qualifications landscape.
The GA welcomes how sustainability should be featured throughout the ITE programme as an
embedded theme for the Diploma in Teaching (FE and Skills) qualification framework®. However, there

'S National Underground Asset Register

8 UK Geospatial Strategy 2023 (publishing.service.gov.uk)

7 Getting Our Bearings, Geography Subject Report Ofsted 2022

'8 House of Commons Education Committee (2023), The Future of Post-16 Qualifications
1® National Apprenticeship Week - The GA

20 Diploma in Teaching (Further Education and Skills) qualification framework - GOV.UK
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is the opportunity to go beyond this to strengthen the importance of green skills in the training of FE
course tutors and in the wider post 16 qualifications landscape. This should be in a way that better
connects Further Education with green skills in the school curriculum, GCSE and A level qualifications.

There is the need for a clearer framework that can help all young people identify the potential of green
careers and provide, for those who wish, pathways for pursuing Further Education qualifications that
develop their green skills in their identified careers.

Further development of geospatial skills within existing Further Education courses and explore the
potential for a geospatial module that can be an add-on to relevant courses.

We note the Geospatial survey technician (level 3) - apprenticeship and believe Further Education has
an important role to play in better supporting a national strategy to develop the next generation’s
geospatial skills.

A welltrained, supported and retained Further Education workforce.
The GA notes wider pressures on this sector, particularly in relation to teacher recruitment and
retention?'.

If you would like further information about this consultation response please do contact me by emailing
chiefexec@geography.org.uk

Steve Brace, Chief Executive of the Geographical Association.
(2025)=

21 Institute for Fiscal Studies, Teacher Recruitment, Training and Retention: Evidence to the Education Committee 2023
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