CPD Impact Interview

Tessa Sittner is a
geography teacher at a
co-education,
independent secondary

school in North London.

She achieved the GA
Professional Award in
2022 and was clear in
her submission about
the importance of
engaging in critical
reflection to fully realise
the impact of subject
specific CPD.

| was interested in decolonising the curriculum and
so | actually engaged with a range of different CPD
experiences in order to develop my knowledge and
understanding in this area. | went to the GA Annual
Conference and attended a couple of sessions on
this theme. These inspired me to try to introduce
different voices into my curriculum and also reflect
on how best to introduce students to the concept of
racism. We had a series of department meetings
where we aimed to make our geography curriculum
more diverse and inclusive and decided to start with
our Hazards units in years 9 and 13 and the
Development unit in year 8.

| created a fieldwork lesson to enable year 8 students
to explore and critique why features of our urban
landscape may only tell one part of a story. We
explored blue and pink plaques in our local
neighbourhood of Highgate and then carried out
some research for one of the four women that was
being celebrated.

In another year 8 lesson on Dharavi as part of the
Development unit, | explicitly considered my choice
of resources and thought about the image that this
presented. This lesson worked well — students were
interested to see how the use of language is

changing in geography. This led to an interesting
discussion about whether the word ‘squatter’ has
negative connotations and whether ‘informal
settlement’ should be used instead. Students were
able to watch the documentary ‘Slumming it, but
with a more critical eye, discussing the possible bias
in a documentary like that, created by the Western
world, rather than just accepting it as fact. Next year,
I'm going to trial students creating their own mini
documentaries as the alternative and improved
version to ‘Slumming it. | was pleased with how
engaged students were with the material in this
lesson — understanding that there might be
challenges in squatter settlements, for example a lack
of running water but that this doesn't mean they are
places without any hope or opportunities.

I lacked a bit of confidence, particularly in how |
might introduce my students to the concept of
racism in the geography curriculum, and so reading
the two "Topple the racists’ articles in Geography
helped in this regard. It was also useful to work on
some of these ideas with my department. We
created a framework for discussions and made sure
that we all knew what the purpose of what we were
trying to do was.

REVEALING A NEW STORY:

For one of your four plaques, carry out internet
research to find out more about the woman being
celebrated. Explain who she was, what she did and
why there is now a plague in her memory.

THINKING FURTHER:

Imagine you are nominating a person to be
celebrated on a plague, to add a new story to the
landscape. Who would you choose and why?
Where would their plaque be placed? Draw your
plague below with a suggestion of what it might
say. Can you also colour your plague and explain
why you've chosen that colour? (Guidance: think
of who you might want to celebrate and then
conduct research to work out where their plague
might be placed if you're not sure!)
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Next year, I'd like to look at Rwanda as a case study
when | teach year 11 their ‘Human Welfare and
Development'. This could be a mini case study
example, which also touches upon China as a
superpower and its influence over African countries.
I'd also like to experiment using fiction with key stage
3, as a means of hearing others' stories and bringing
material alive. | read Copper Sun and spent some

time considering how to use this with year 8 next
year. There would be an obvious opportunity to
collaborate with the English department, to
complement what we are doing in geography. This
could enhance student learning and help them to
see that colonialism isn't just discussed in the
humanities subjects, and could contribute to a whole-
school drive towards diversifying the curriculum. This

Developing an inclusive geography curriculum
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ACTION/IDEAS
Discussion about which units of work to focus on first (suggestions: Y9/13 Hazards; Year 8 Development).

Initial Teacher Education

The ITE section of the GA's website is an extensive
and invaluable resource which is available for all
trainee teachers to use (the trainer pages are
available for GA members only). It is designed to
provide geography-specific training and induction so

that trainees become high-quality geography teachers

with a clear vision of what good geography teaching
is like.

These materials are not only useful throughout the
training and induction stages, but they offer valuable
insights, information and support throughout a
geography teacher's career.

We have included additional signposting to help
users find their way around, and to highlight content

they might also find in the section they're browsing.
Topics are listed at the top of each page and a small
panel on the right tells you where you are.

Find it at: https://geography.org.uk/ite

Geography — getting more from your subscription

Did you know that GA members who subscribe to

Geography also receive free access to

the eight journals listed below via Taylor & Francis

Online?

M IRGEE (International Research in Geography and
Environmental Education)

M Journal of Geography in Higher Education

W Children's Geographies

M Environmental Education Research
W Social and Cultural Geography

W The Geography Teacher

B Journal of Geography

W Ceographical Review

Log in to the GA website and go to:
https://www.geography.org.uk/Journals/Geography
where you will find the links to these journals.
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