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A Level Geography Results Analysis 2025

Context

Overall slightly fewer A levels were taken this year, with 814,335 entries compared to last
year’s 816,890, despite an increase in the number of 18-year-olds in 2025. This may a result
of a wider choice of qualifications available to students, such as T levels, uptake of which has
increased from 7,421 in 2024 to 11,909 this year. This year’s A level students made their
Post-16 choices in 2023, which was the first year GCSE grading returned to normal after the
pandemic. That could mean those students had a more accurate picture of their strengths to

guide their choices.

Results for this year’s A levels are similar to those awarded in 2023. The approach to grading

returned to pre-pandemic arrangements in all countries.

It is important to note that A and AS qualifications differ in design and content between the
nations. For example, A level qualifications are modular in Northern Ireland and Wales, with
AS results contributing to the full A level award. In England, the AS and A levels are stand-

alone qualifications, and all exams are taken at the end of the course.

Grading in summer 2025 and 2024 continued as normal following the return to pre-
pandemic standards in summer 2023. It should be noted that while each year’s cohort of
students will be slightly different, the standard of work needed to get a particular grade
remains comparable with previous years. This means any change in numbers achieving a
grade is entirely due to a change in student performance, not a change in the standard

expected.
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A level highlights overall population and entries

The number of A level entries at all ages went down slightly, with 882,509 A levels being
taken compared to 2024, when there were 886,514 entries.

e ASentries are down by 4.3% to 134,235 in 2025 from 141,096 in 2024.

e Alevel entries include a decrease of 0.72% for 18 year olds. However, the 18 year old
population is up by 2.6% from 729,024 to 735,259.

e Female students make up 54% of A level entries.
e 83,334 A* grades were awarded:

e Male students have achieved more A* grades (9.9% of grades awarded to
males were A*, 9.1% of grades awarded to females).

e 249,675 A* to -A grades were awarded.

e Male students achieved slightly more A* - A grades (28.4% of grades awarded
to males were A* to A, 28.2% of A* to A grades awarded to females).

e  When compared with 2024, results at A* are marginally up by 0.1 percentage
point from 9.3% to 9.4%.

e  When compared with 2024, results at A* to A were up by 0.5 percentage points
from 27.8% to 28.3%.

e  When compared with 2024, results at A* to E are up by 0.3 percentage points
from 97.2% to 97.5%.

e Thisis the second year in a row that the top grades have gone up and are now
higher than in 2019 where the figure was 25.2%.

Source: JCQ (2025) Press-notice.pdf
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Geography A level key points A level geography entries (England, Northern Ireland and
Wales)

The number of geography entries in 2025 has decreased by 5.4% from 2024. This is a
continuing trend from the previous upward trend (Figure 1). This is not seen as a long-term
trend, as this has only occurred over the last two years.

Number of geography A level entries - UK 2025
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Figure 1: Alevel entries (all ages) geography (England, Wales and NiI)

This decrease of 5.4% is in contrast to the smaller decrease in total entries for all subjects of
0.5%.

There were decreases in England and Wales and an increase in Northern Ireland.

Geography accounts for 3.8% of total entries in 2025 which is a decrease from 2024 (4.1%).
Geography remains out of the top ten most popular subjects by entry and now features in
the top 10 subjects with decreasing entry (Figures 2a and 2b). Its position has also gone
down from third to fifth. It is notable that a number of humanities subjects also feature in
this list.
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Ranking | Subject % Change ;l:;ber of entries ;l;uz'l;_’ber of entries
1 French 9.1 7,544 6,858

2 (2) | Drama -7.1 8,654 8,038

3 English Language & Literature -6.4 7,773 7,274

4 (5) | History -5.5 47,297 44,717

5 (3) | Geography -5.4 36,314 34,336

6 English Literature -4.4 39,673 37,931

7 | (12) | Biology -4.0 74,367 71,400

8 (9) | English Language -4.0 13,260 12,734

9 Psychology -3.3 78,556 75,943

10 Computing -2.8 20,370 19,796

Subjects over 5,000 candidates shown.

2024 ranking in brackets. Ranks of subjects with a year-on-year increase in 2024 are shown as blank.

Figure 2a: A level top ten percentage decreases for subjects on entry numbers

Source: JCQ A and AS level trends 2025 pdf
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Figure 2b: A level top ten subjects with the largest decrease in entry numbers

Source: JCQ A and AS level trends 2025 pdf
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A levels: Number of entries, 2025 and percentage change in entries
2024 to 2025
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Figure 2c: A levels: Number of entries, 2025 and percentage change in entries 2024 to
2025, England

Source: FFT Education Datalab 2025

e The grade distribution in 2025 is very much in line with 2024 (Figure 3). 6.3% were A* (6.3%
2024), 18.5% were grade A (18.5% in 2024).

% OF Change
TOTAL from
ENTRY previous
Year | Total A* A B C D E A*-E | A*-A | vyear

2025 (34,336 3.8 6.2 182 | 29.7 | 259 | 139 | 47 | 986 | 244 | -1,978

2024 (36,314 4.1 6.3 185 | 294 | 249 | 139 53 | 983 | 248 | -1,950

2023 (38,264 4.4 6.3 185 | 29.7 | 253 | 13.6 50 | 983 | 248 821

2022 (37,443 44 11.2 | 226 | 30.7 | 214 | 938 32 | 990 | 33.8 | 2,175

2021 |35,268| 4.3 154 | 264 | 27.8 | 196 7.9 26 | 99.7 | 418 | 5,065

2020 |30,203| 3.9 11.8 | 249 | 294 | 231 8.7 20 | 999 | 36.7 | -4,757

2019 |34,960| 44 54 | 184 | 294 | 264 | 144 | 46 | 986 | 238 | 1,422

2018 33,538, 4.1 55 194 | 300 | 26.1 | 133 | 44 | 987 | 249 | -4,276

Figure 3: Trends in UK A level geography entry, all ages, between 2018 and 2025
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98.6% of geography entries were A*- E (98.3% in 2024). 97.5% of students in all subjects
gained grades A*- E (up from 97.2% in 2024).

Geography remains one of the more gender balanced subjects by entries. (Figure 4) but
there are now more male than female entries in the UK for all ages for geography with M/F
in UK all ages being 53/47 in 2025. This continues a trend of a shift towards more male than
female entries that began in 2021.
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Figure 4: Male and female subject choices at A level for the UK
Source: JCQA level sex and regional analysis — Summer 2025 pdf

GCE A level appendices summer 2024 A level entries by country

Alevel entries in geography have decreased in England (-6.4%) and Wales (-3.1%) but
Northern Ireland shows a significant positive change of +10.4% (Figure 5). % figures in italics
for entries show the proportion of entries for geography out of the total number of entries

for all A level subjects for each country.
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Norther UK Change | Chang | Chang | Change
Year | England n Wales (not England e NI o UK
Ireland Scotlan Wales
d)
31,183 | 1,861 1067 | 34,336 | 2123 176 -34 -2,123
2025 38 58 34 3.9 -6.4% 10.4% | -3.1% -5.4%
33306 | 1685 | 1,101 | 36,314 | -1.394 | -309 -253 -1,956
2024 4.1 5 1 34 41 4% | -155% | -187% | -5.1%
34700 | 1,994 | 1354 | 38264 753 160 -96 817
2023 4.4 6.1 4.1 4.4 2.2 8.7% -6.6% 2.2%
33947 | 1834 | 1450 | 37,443 | 2144 -38 7 2,183
2022 44 56 41 44 6.7 2% 5.60% | 6.20%
31,803 | 1,872 | 1,373 | 35268 | 449 136 205 5,030
2021 |, 58 38 43 16.4 | 21.90% | 17.60% | 16.80%
27,309 | 1,536 | 1,168 | 30,013 | 4474 83 174 4947
2020 | o s 2.8 3.9 133 | -5.10% | -13% -16
31483 | 1619 | 1,342 | 34960 | 1402 9 -20 1,422
2019 43 57 42 43 4.6 0.60% | -1.50% | 4.20%
30,366 | 1,610 | 1,342 | 33538 | -3.915 -92 -197 -4,276
2018 41 56 41 41 114 | -540% | -12.80% | -11.30%
2017 34281 | 1702 | 1539 | 37814 | 1516 -162 -195 1,451
250% | 560% | 460%| 460% | 500% | -7.50% |-10.20%| 3.80%
s016 32,765 | 1,864 | 1,734 | 36,363 | 649 -110 -73 -832
4.30% | 590%| 4.90%| 4.30% | %10% | -5.10% | -3.80% | -2.40%
so015 33414 | 1974 | 1807 | 37,195 | 3.938 78 172 4,188
230% | 610% | 500%| 4400 | 13.00% | 3.60% | 9.00% 12.20%
350 105 110 135
2014 | 29,476 1,896 1,635 33,007 [ 1.20% | -4.90% | -5.70% 0.40%
696 133 38 867
2013 | 29126 | 2,001 | 1,745 | 32872 | 230% | 6.20% | 2.00% | 2.50%
826 10 37 779
2012 | 28,430 | 1,868 | 1,707 | 32,005 | 270% | -0.50% | -1.90% | 2.30%
921 72 12 837
2011 | 27,604 | 1878 | 1,744 | 31226 | _300% | 3.30% | 0.60% | -2.40%
165 195 134 164
2010 | 28525| 1,806 | 1,732 | 32,063 [ 050% | 9.10% | -7.00% | -0.50%

Figure 5: Geography A level entries, all ages by country, 2018 — 2025
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Figure 6 shows the changes in entries over time and indicates a continuing downward trend.

Figure 7 shows the return to pre-pandemic grades for males and females, and that these are
stabilising.

Figures 7a and 7b break down the pattern for males and females separately and
demonstrates the upward trend of achievement for male students across the grades.
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Figure 6: Geography A level entries 2008 — 2025 England all ages
Source: Ofqual 2025
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Figure 7: Cumulative percentage outcomes for all geography candidates 2008 — 2025, all
ages England
Source: Ofqual 2025
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Geography: cumulative percentage outcomes for female students =
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Figure 7a: Geography: cumulative percentage outcomes for female students

Source: Ofqual (2025)
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Figure 7b: Geography: cumulative percentage outcomes for male students

Source: Ofqual (2025)
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Figure 9: Map of A level geography grade
outcomes, all ages, by county in England - C
and above, 2025
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Figure 10: Map of A level geography grade
outcomes, all ages, by county in England — E
and above 2025

Figure 11: Map of A level, all subjects grade
outcomes by county in England — E and
above, 2025

Note: contains OS data, Crown copyright 2023

Figures 8 — 11: Ofqual Analytics — Maps of geography outcomes for England, all ages, 2025

Source: Map of A level grade outcomes by county in England
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The maps in Figures 8 - 10 enable a spatial pattern in the percentage achieving selected
grades in geography in England which can be compared with Figure 11 showing the
awarding of grades E and above for all subjects. Uptake of geography was highest in Greater
London, Herefordshire, Greater Manchester and the West Midlands where students taking
geography as a percentage of students in England was 9.9%. In terms of the attainment of
grade E and above, there is some variation between these areas. Against an England average
of 98.6%, Herefordshire is below average at 94.7%, while Greater London and Greater
Manchester are above at 99.1%, with the West Midlands average at 98.6%.

Although there is variation in size of the student population within each county there is also
variation between counties in the number of A level geography entries. These patterns are
not unique to geography.

It is well worth studying the Ofqual Analytics website to explore these patterns in more
detail as they relate to your county if you are in England. It is also possible to examine
variability in centres and outcomes by centre type.

Figure 12 shows the pattern in subject entries by English regions. For geography, the South
continues to dominate, accounting for approximately half of all entries in the subject.
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Figure 12: Differences in A level subject choices by major region in England, Summer 2025

Source: JCQ 2025
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GCE A level results summer 2025 entries by gender A level geography

In England entries from males decreased to 16,549 for all ages from 18,069 in 2024, a
decrease of 8.4% (Figures 13a and 13b).

In England entries from females dropped to 14,643 in 2025 from 15,237 in 2024 for all ages.
A decrease of 3.9%.

In England, entries for 18 year old males decreased from 17,468 in 2024 to 15,98217 in 2025;
a decrease of 8.5%.

In England, for 18-year-old females entries dropped from 14,705 in 2024 to 14,148 in 2024, a
decrease of 3.8%.

In England, there was a decrease in entries from 2024 to 2025 of -2,123 (-6.4%). In Northern
Ireland, there was an increase in entries of +176 (10.4%). In Wales, there was a decrease in
entries of -24 (-3.1%).

In Northern Ireland, there was an increase of 68 male entries from 2024 to 2025 (+7.8%).

In Northern Ireland, there was an increase of female entries of +108 (13.2%) from 2025 to
2024.

In Wales, there was a slight decrease in male entries of -12 (-2%) 2024 to 2025.

In Wales, there was a slight decrease in female entries of -22(-3.7%).

Year |Entries|% Total| A* A B C D E A*-E | A*-A |% Male
Entry

2025 18,212 4.5 42 | 143 | 284 | 289 | 166 | 58 | 98.3 | 18.5 | 53.04

2024 (19,648 4.8 39 | 143 | 283 | 276 | 169 | 6.8 | 97.8 | 18.2 | 54.11

2023 (20,716 5.2 39 | 146 | 285 28 163 | 64 | 97.7 | 185 | 541

2022 |19,701| 5.1 7.3 19 312 | 249 | 121 | 4.2 | 98.7 | 263 | 52.6

2021 (17,778 4.8 |10.4| 225 | 28.8 24 104 | 35 | 99.6 | 329 | 504

2020 {14,911 43 8 | 201 | 303 | 274 | 113 | 2.7 | 99.8 | 28.1 | 494

2019 (17,136| 4.4 35| 148 | 286 | 28.7 | 17.1 | 55 | 94.7 | 18.3 49

2018 {16,810 4.5 39 | 153 | 29.1 | 288 | 158 | 56 | 98,5 | 19.2 | 48.6

Figure 13a: Male entries for A level geography 2018-2025
Source: JCQ (GCE A level results summer 2025)
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% Total %
Year [Entries] EMYY | ax | A B C D E | A*E | A*-A [Female
2025 [16124| 3.4 |86 | 225|313 | 225|108 | 33 | 99 | 31.1 | 46.9
2024 (16666| 3.5 | 9.1 | 23.4 | 30.7 | 21.8 | 103 | 3.6 | 989 | 325 | 459
2023 [17548| 3.7 |54 231 | 31 [221 (104 | 33 | 99 | 322 | 459
2022 (17742 3.8 |156]| 26,6 | 30.1 | 17.6 | 7.2 | 2.2 | 993 | 42.2 | 47.4
2021 [17490| 3.8 [20.5( 303 | 268 | 153 | 52 | 1.7 | 99.8 | 50.8 | 49.6
2020 (15292 3.5 [15.6| 29.4 | 285 | 191 | 62 | 1.1 | 999 | 45 | 506
2019 (17824| 4 |73 | 218|302 | 241|118 | 38 | 99 | 29.1 | 51
2018 (17228 39 | 7.1 | 232|309 | 236|108 | 34 | 99 | 303 | 51.4

Figure 13b: Female entries for A level geography 2018-2025

Source: JCQ GCE A level results summer 2025

AS level geography 2025: Key points overall

UK entries for all AS qualifications are down 4.3% from 140,287 2024 to 134,235 in 2025.

The individual picture across the nations differs. Northern Ireland continues to see a slight
rise in AS entries, there was a decrease in England, mostly due to differences in qualification

design where AS is a stand-alone qualification. However, Wales has also seen a slight

decrease in AS entries.

This picture is not mirrored in the AS results for geography. The number of AS entries in
2025 in England declined by -13.8%, and there were also decreases seen in Northern Ireland
and Wales of -0.9% and -6.0% respectively.

© Geographical Association, 2025
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Year | England |Northern | Wales | UK (not % % % %
Ireland Scotland) Change |Change NI Change |Change UK
England Wales
2025 1,252 2,318 1,327 4,897 -13.8% -0.9% -6.5% -6.0%
2024 1,452 2,338 1,419 5,210 -14.9% 18.8% 7.0% 4.2%
2023 1,707 1,968 1,326 5,001 1.3% -10.2% | -11.4% -7.1%
2022 1,685 2,192 1,497 5,384 7.6% 6.7% -8.6% 2.3%
2021 1,566 2,054 1,637 5,263 -8.5% -13.3% | -6.7% -9.8%
2020 1,712 2,368 1,755 5,835 -42.6% 12.1% 22.4% -12.3%
2019 2,983 2,113 1,434 6,650 -48.0% -9.6% | -18.6% -32.4%
2018 5,742 2,338 1,762 9,842
2025 1,252 2,318 1,327 4,897 -13.8% -0.9% -6.5% -6.0%

Figure 14: Entries for AS by country 2025

Source: JCQ GCE A level and GCE AS level results summer 2025

Gender: AS level geography 2025

2024 saw an upward trend for the uptake of AS geography (Figure 15). At that time, an
increase of 209 (4.2%) in total entries in 2024 was recorded. 2025 sees a return to the
decline of AS geography overall, although this carries across the countries. The increase in
uptake of AS levels in Northern Ireland was not evidenced in geography, although the
decline was much less when compared to the other regions.

Geography 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018
Entries
AS Males 2,675 | 2,802 | 2,743 2,974 2,745 2,916 | 3,285 | 4,897
AS Females 2,222 | 2,408 | 2,258 | 2,410 2,518 2,957 | 3,365 | 4,978
AS Total 4,897 | 5,210 | 5,001 | 5,384 5,263 5873 | 6,650 | 9,875

Figure 15: Geography AS entries by gender 2018-2025
Source: JCQ, GCE A level and GCE AS level results summer 2025
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Figure 16 shows the distribution of grades for AS in the different nations. It is important to
note the different nature of AS in each country as explained in the context. The distribution
of grades shows a position in England where there has been an increase in higher grades
from 2024. Northern Ireland shows a decrease in those achieving an A compared with 2024
(from 27.8% in 2024 to 21.8% in 2025). A similar pattern is observed in Wales.

AS results by country

Total | %of total
Country Year geography| - entry A B C D E A-E
AS entries
2025 | 1,252 2.5 23.1 18 18.1 17.3 11.4 87.9
2024 | 1,452 2.5 22 19.5 17.9 19.5 15.5 12.8
2023 | 1,707 2.8 22.8 18.1 18.9 15.9 10.4 86.1
England 2022 | 1,685 2.7 24.5 18.8 221 16.7 9.5 91.6
2021 | 1,566 2.8 28.8 22.7 222 14.6 8.5 96.7
2020 | 1,712 2.4 26.5 222 25.4 15 9 98.1
2019 | 2,983 2.6 20.1 17.7 20.7 16.3 12.5 87.3
2018 | 5,742 2.2 19.5 17.4 20.6 18.6 12.3 88.4
2025 | 2,318 5.3 26.1 24.3 22.2 15.4 8.5 96.5
2024 | 2,338 5.7 27.8 26.2 23 14 6.3 97.2
2023 | 1,968 5 336 25.9 23.2 11.6 4.2 98.5
Northern| 2022 | 2,182 6.2 38 29.5 20.4 9.1 2.5 99.5
Ireland 75021 | 2,054 5.8 46.9 28.6 17.3 5.1 1.6 99.5
2020 | 2,368 6.5 37.6 314 23.3 6.4 1.2 99.9
2019 | 2,113 5.6 27.6 27.6 21.7 13.7 5.6 96.1
2018 | 2,338 5.8 26.9 28.8 22.8 13 5.5 97
2025 | 1,327 33 18.1 17.3 21.4 18 13.4 88.2
2024 | 1,419 3.4 21.9 19.8 17.9 16.5 12.8 88.9
2023 | 1,326 33 28.8 20.1 19.8 15.5 7.9 92.1
Wales 2022 | 1,497 3.9 35.6 20.4 16.6 14.9 6.9 94.7
2021 | 1,637 3.8 40.7 26.1 16.9 9.3 438 97.8
2020 | 1,755 3.9 31.1 27.5 25.2 10.9 4.6 99.3
2019 | 1,637 3.9 22.4 21.3 19.2 17.4 10.8 91.1
2018 | 1,755 4.1 21.8 17.5 22.4 16.8 11.8 90.3

Figure 16 AS results by country, 2025
Source: JCQ (2025) GCE A level and GCE AS level results summer 2025
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Regulator links:

England: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual

Northern Ireland: https://ccea.org.uk/regulation

Wales: https://qualificationswales.org/english https://qualificationswales.org/cymraeg

Education Department Links

England: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education

Northern Ireland: https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/

Wales: https://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/?lang=en
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