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Association Reading list for geography teaching

Support for new teachers

What should | read?

Read articles in Teaching Geography to broaden your knowledge of geography teaching and to keep
up-to-date with curriculum thinking. (See the ‘Thirty essential articles’ on the next page). These
articles are free for GA members to download, and access to the extensive archive of past issues is
also free for members. GA members also receive a termly copy of GA Magazine which includes
current news about the association and geography education. You should also read Geography
which is the GA’s international journal for lecturers, teachers and students in post-16 geography
which includes articles on recent research in geography as an academic discipline as well as
discussion about geographical education.

Key texts for geography trainee teachers are:

e Biddulph, M., Lambert, D. and Balderstone, D. (2015) Learning to teach geography in the
secondary school: A Companion to School Experience, 3rd edition. London: Routledge.

e Jones, M. (ed) (2017) The Handbook of Secondary Geography. Sheffield: Geographical
Association.

e Roberts, M. (2023) Geography through Enquiry: Approaches to teaching and learning in the
secondary school, Second edition. Geographical Association. Sheffield: Geographical
Association.

These three texts are referenced extensively throughout the Learning to teach geography pages of
the GA website for geography trainee teachers and ECTs.

Other important texts about geography teaching

e Bustin, R. (2019) ‘Geography Education’s Potential and the Capabilities Approach:
GeoCapabilities and Schools’, Palgrave Macmillan.

e Cannell, J., Hopkin, J. and Kitchen, B. (2018) Critical thinking in practice, Geographical
Association.

e Enser, M., (2019) Making Every Geography Lesson Count, Crown House Publishing

e Enser, M. (2021) Powerful Geography, Crown House Publishing.

e Ferretti, J. (2007) Meeting the Needs of Your Most Able Pupils: Geography. Abingdon:
Routledge.

e Gardner, D. (2021) Planning your coherent 11-16 geography curriculum: a design toolkit.
Geographical Association: Sheffield.

e Gardner, D., Weeden, P and Butt, G. (2015) Assessing progress in Your Key Stage 3
Geography Curriculum (eBook) Sheffield: Geographical Association.

e Harris, M. (2017) Becoming an Outstanding Geography Teacher, Routledge.

e Hicks, D. (2012) Sustainable Schools, Sustainable Futures, WWF.

e Hopkin, J., Gardner, D., Kinder, A. and Totterdell, R. (2020) A progression framework for
geography, Sheffield: Geographical Association.

e Leat, D. (1998) Thinking through geography. Cambridge: Chris Kington Publishing.
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Mitchell, D (ed) (2009) Living Geography: Exciting futures for teachers and students. London:
Chris Kington.

Nicholls, A. and Kinninment, D. (2001) More Thinking through Geography. Cambridge: Chris
Kington Publishing.

Ofsted, Getting our bearings: geography subject report, Ofsted, 19 September 2023.

Ofsted, ‘Research review series: Geography’, Ofsted, 17 June 2021.

Owen, C. and Monk, J. (2025) What is Geography Teaching Now?: A practical handbook for
all teachers and educators, London: Hachette Learning.

Preece, D. (2025) Geography in Action, London: Hachette Learning.

Rawding, C. (2013) Effective innovation in the secondary geography curriculum. London:
Routledge.

Roberts, M. (2003) Learning through Enquiry: Making Sense of Geography in the Key Stage 3
Classroom, Sheffield: The Geographical Association.

Rogers, D. (2017) 100 Ideas for Secondary Teachers: Outstanding Geography Lessons,
Bloomsbury Education.

Swift, D. (2005) Meeting Special Educational Needs in the Curriculum: Geography. Abingdon:
Routledge.

Taylor, E. (2004) Re-Presenting Geography Cambridge: Chris Kington Publishing.

Walshe and G. Healy (eds), Geography Education in the Digital World. London: Routledge.
Wiegand, P. (2006) Learning and Teaching with Maps. London: Routledge.

Essential articles for new teachers to read from Teaching Geography
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Alcock, D. ‘Optimism, progress and geography — celebration and calibration’, Teaching
Geography, Autumn 2019.

Bennetts, T. ‘Improving geographical understanding at KS3’, Teaching Geography, Summer
2008.

Biddulph, M. ‘Inclusive geographies: the illusion of inclusion’, Teaching Geography, Summer
2017.

Bonnett, A. (2025) ‘What geography lessons will look like in 2075?’ Teaching Geography,
Autumn.

Bonnett, A. ‘Geography: One of humanity's big ideas’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2012.
Booth, A. ‘Challenge moments’ in geography lessons: promoting critical thinking,” Teaching
Geography, Summer 2020.

Brand, S., ‘Capturing a ‘sense of place’ through fieldwork’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2020.
Brook. M. ‘Development: contested, complex and diverse’, Teaching Geography, Spring
2013.

Davidson, G. ‘Start at the beginning’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2006.

Davidson, G. ‘Using OFSTED criteria to develop classroom practice’, Teaching Geography,
January 1996.

Ferretti, J. ‘Challenging gifted geographers’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2005.

Ferretti, J. ‘Effective use of visual resources in the classroom’, Teaching Geography, Autumn
20009.

Freeman, D. ‘llluminating places, Teaching Geography, Summer 2020.

Gardner, D. ‘Planning for progress in geography’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2016.
Hawley, D. ‘Looking into the physical future’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2014.

Hawley, D., ‘Beyond awe and wonder: using powerful knowledge to release ‘hidden’ physical
geography’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2020.

Healy, G. ‘Placing the geography curriculum at the heart of assessment practice’. Teaching
Geography, Spring 2020.
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e Hesselwood, A. ‘Talking about assessment’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2016.
e Hicks, D. “Zero-carbon Britain: looking to the future?’ Teaching Geography, Summer 2017.
e Kinder, A. ‘The power of geography’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2017.

e King, S. ‘Using questions to promote learning’, Teaching Geography, Oct 1999.

e Knox, H. and Simmonds, M. ‘Assessment without levels — a new start’, Teaching Geography,
Summer 2016.

e Lofthouse, R. ‘Is this big enough? Using big geographical questions to develop subject
pedagogy’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2011.

e Martin, F. ‘The geographies of difference’, Teaching Geography Spring 2013N.

e Milner, C., Robinson, H. and Garcia, H. ‘How to start a conversation about diversity in
education’, Teaching Geography Summer 2021.

e Morris, C., Lapthorn, N. and Moncrieff, D. ‘A questioning approach to fieldwork’, Teaching
Geography, Summer 2014.

e Oakes,S. ‘ Place meaning — opportunities and challenges for A level curriculum making
Teaching Geography, Spring 2020.

e Pollard, G. and Hesslewood, A. ‘A more 'authentic' geographical education’, Teaching
Geography, Spring 2015.

e  Puttick, S. and Murrey, A. ‘Confronting the deafening silence on race in geography education
in England: learning from anti-racist, Geography, Autumn 2020.

e Rawding, C. ‘Teaching place as a process’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2009.

e Rawding, C. ‘The importance of teaching 'holistic' geographies’, Teaching Geography, Spring
2014.

e Rawling, E. ‘The geography curriculum 5-19: What does it all mean?’, Teaching Geography,
Spring 2016.

e Roberts, M. ‘Critical thinking and global learning’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2015.

e Roberts, M. ‘Geographical education is powerful if...", Teaching Geography, Spring 2017.

e Roberts, M. ‘The challenge of enquiry-based learning’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2013.

e Roberts, M. ‘Where's the geography? Reflections on being an external examiner’, Teaching
Geography, Autumn 2010.

e Roger, D. ‘Planning your key stage 3’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2015.

e Selmes, I. ‘The risk in excellent teaching’, Teaching Geography, Summer 2012.

e Taylor, L. 'Key concepts and medium term planning', Teaching Geography, Summer 2008.

e Tolley, S. ‘ Prisoners of Geography? How contextualising a book can develop students’
understandings of geography, Teaching Geography, Spring 2020.

e Trafford, R. ‘Seizing the opportunity for a new era of fieldwork’, Teaching Geography, Spring
2017.

Further reading for geography professional development, PGCE and Masters

e Biddulph, M. and Butt, G.(2000-07) Theory into Practice series Sheffield: Geographical
Association.
— Cases and Places (2004) by Clare Brooks and Alun Morgan.
- Extending Writing Skills (2003) by Graham Butt.
- Immaculate Misconceptions (2000) by Jane Dove.
- Into the Black Box: Observing classrooms (2000) by Sheila King.
- Maps with Latitude (2000) by David R. Wright.
- Moral Dilemmas (2003) by Michael McPartland.
- New Approaches to Fieldwork (2006) by David Caton.
— Place, ‘Race’ and Teaching Geography (2004) by John Morgan and David Lambert.
— Understanding Place as a Process (2007) by Charles Rawding.
- Voices and Choices in Coursework (2003) by Susan Martin, Alan Reid, Kate Bullock and
Keith Bishop.
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- WebQuests in Geography (2003) by Tony Fisher.

e Bonnett, A. (2008) What is geography? London: Sage.

e Brooks, C. (ed.) (2010) Studying PGCE Geography at M Level, London: Routledge.

e Butt, G. (ed) (2011) Geography, Education and the Future. London: Routledge.

e Butt, G. (ed) (2015) MasterClass in Geography Education: Transforming teaching and
learning. London: Bloomsbury.

e Dorling, D. and Lee, C. (2016) Geography: Ideas in Profile. London: Profile Books.

e Jones, M. and Lambert, D. (2018) Debates in Geography Education, 2" edition Routledge:
Abingdon.

e Lambert, D. and Morgan, J. (2010) Teaching Geography 11-18: a conceptual approach. Open
University Press.

e Lambert, D. and Weeden, P. (2007) Geography inside the black box. Sheffield: Geographical
Association/NfER Nelson.

e Lang, R.(2012) GIS Made Easy: Geography lessons using GIS. Sheffield: Geographical
Association.

e Morgan, J. (2011) Teaching Geography as if the Planet Matters. London: Routledge.
Smith, M. (ed.) (2002) Aspects of Teaching Secondary Geography, London: Routledge Falmer.

e Standish, A. (2009) Global Perspectives in the Geography Curriculum: Reviewing the Moral
Case for Geography, London: Routledge.

e Standish, A. (2012) The False Promise of Global Learning: Why Education Needs Boundaries,
London: Continuum.

Also refer to Biddulph, M., Lambert, D. and Balderstone, D. (2015) which includes a detailed
bibliography for secondary school geography teaching.

Think Pieces revised

‘Think Pieces' were written as part of the GA’s GTIP project with the Teacher Development Agency in
2008/9. The project intention was to develop geography materials for PGCE courses, written by
leading geography educators to inform and to encourage reflection on a range of themes and issues
in geography education. The following have been updated in line with current geography curriculum
requirements.

e Butt, G. (2008) Orientation Piece — Assessment, Geographical Association online.

e Butt, G. (2008) Orientation Piece — Marking work, Geographical Association online.

e Butt, G. (2008) Think Piece — Developing students’ writing through geography, Geographical
Association online.

e Davidson, G. (2008) Think Piece — Geographical Enquiry, Geographical Association online.

e Digby, B. (2008) Think Piece — Teaching A level geography, Geographical Association online.

e Firth, R. and Biddulph, M. (2008) Think Piece — Fantastic geographies: Geography teaching and
the issue of knowledge, Geographical Association online.

e Hopwood, N. (2007) Think Piece — Values and controversial issues, Geographical Association
online.

e Hopwood, N., (2008) Think Piece — Education for sustainable development: Students’
perspectives, Geographical Association online.

e Lambert, D. (2011) Think Piece —The educational potential of geography. Geographical
Association online.

e Morgan, A. (2008) Think Piece — Global warming, Geographical Association online.

e Morgan, J. (2008) Think Piece — Teaching about diversity, Geographical Association online.
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Rawling, E. (2008) Think Piece — Planning and developing the curriculum, Geographical
Association online.

Rawling, E. (2008) Think Piece — Progression, Geographical Association online.

Roberts, M. (2008) Orientation Piece — Research, Geographical Association online.

Smith, M. (2008) Think Piece — Education for sustainable development, Geographical Association
online.

Taylor, L. (2008) Think Piece — Concepts in geography, Geographical Association online.
Tidmarsh, C. (2008) Think Piece — Using games in geography, Geographical Association online.
Trend, R. (2008) Think Piece — Physical geography, Geographical Association online.

Weeden, P. (2008) Think Piece — Assessment for Learning, Geographical Association online.
Wiegand, P. (2008) Think Piece — Maps and atlases, Geographical Association online.

Wood, P. (2008) Think Piece — Questioning, Geographical Association online.
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