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Support for new teachers 

Case studies to Continents 

 
 

Teaching at different scales: Case studies to continents  
 
When we teach about places they can range greatly in scale, from a village to a whole continent.  
Here are some of the common forms we use to teach about places. 
 
Case studies 
 
This approach looks in depth at an aspect of a place and it can often take a particular theme e.g. 
flooding in Bangladesh. This can give a one-dimensional view of a place and you should be very wary 
of this. Mary Biddulph warns us in the Summer 2011 editorial of Teaching Geography, to take care in 
using a ‘single story’. Taylor (2013) argues that you should always situate a case study ‘within its 
spatial and temporal context’. And Riley (2014) reminds us that we should be using up-to-date case 
studies. This is particularly important for GCSE examination courses which often specify a case study 
approach.  

• Taylor, L. ‘Spotlight On... Case studies’, Geography, Summer 2013. 
• Riley, J. ‘Teaching contemporary case studies’, Teaching Geography, Spring 2014. 

 
Country studies  
 
A country is a political construct created by people.  It often includes the study of contrasting 
environments and there are dangers in viewing large countries such as China or India as single 
entities. Geoff Dinkele (2001) discusses the issues that teachers have to grapple with, and these 
remain the same today, although his article refers to an earlier version of the National Curriculum. 
Kate Amis (2015) writes about an enquiry approach to a named country on the 2014 National 
Curriculum. Paul Hunt (2012) writes, ‘Returning from Ethiopia I was full of enthusiasm.  I wanted the 
students to experience the Ethiopia I had seen, and not the one often reported in the media, 
focussing on negative perceptions.’ For a ‘different’ view of political country borders read the article 
by Claire Kyndt (2015). Freeman (2020) discusses how she taught a GCSE case study of Malawi using 
the’ three lamps’ model.  

• Amis, K. ‘An enquiry-based approach to teaching about Russia’, Teaching Geography 
Summer 2015. 

• Dinkele, G. ‘Launching country studies’, Teaching Geography July 2001. 
• Freeman, D. ‘Illuminating places, Teaching Geography, Summer 2020. 
• Hunt, P. Into Africa: adapting and innovating Teaching Geography Autumn 2012.   
• Kyndt, C. ‘A world of borders: Exploring geopolitics through divide’, Teaching Geography 

Spring 2015. 
 

Place study 
 
This is the notion of a holistic ‘place’ advocated by Brooks and Morgan (2006).   

‘We argue strongly that students should be entitled, at least once during a key stage, to 
undertake what we are calling a ‘place study’ – an enquiry that allows them to explore and 
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draw together many of these threads to weave a coherent whole, a rich and delightful place 
tapestry.’ 

The place you teach could be somewhere you know well. Sophie King (2011) was an NQT when she 
wrote the article below – you can also download here lesson plans and resources.  She writes that 
she chose, ‘something I had learnt from my degree, rather than something dictated by a specification 
or prescribed in someone else’s scheme of work.’ 

• Brooks, C. and Morgan, A. (2006) Theory into Practice: Cases and Places, Sheffield: 
Geographical Association.   

• Geographical Association teaching resource page: Kampala: A Case Study of a City in LIC. 
• King, S. ‘New York City: teaching a global city’, Teaching Geography, Autumn 2011. The 

author taught her Y9 class this place unit. You can also download her lesson plans and 
resources for the unit of work. 

 
Regional study  
 
Regions are often described as areas or places that have something in common. They could be 
natural regions like deserts, or a cultural region such as the Basque country.  The problem is 
determining the boundaries, which are often disputed and are usually transitional rather than 
strictly defined (e.g. in climatic regions). Consider these examples of regions that are regularly 
mentioned in geography, but cut across other ‘regions’ – an Urban region, alpine region. Amazonia, 
an industrial region such as ‘Silicon Valley, a trade region.  

• Dove, J. ‘Exploring students' ideas about the Arctic’, Teaching Geography Autumn 2014. 
• A paper from the Expert subject advisory group for geography which discusses the concept 

of a ‘region’. (Download from the Teaching Place Knowledge webpage.)  
 
Continental study 
 
In school geography we do not often teach about regions as large as continents – but the 2014 
National Curriculum has refocused attention on teaching key stage 3 pupils about Africa and Asia. 
Garry Simmons took up the challenge and gives interesting insights about teaching his scheme of 
work which aimed to make good ‘large gaps in my students’ knowledge of Africa’. 

• Simmons, G. ‘How diverse is Africa? Reflections on a new scheme of work’, Teaching 
Geography Autumn 2014.  
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