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HOW WE WORK

Developed by academics, filmmakers and teachers, these teaching 
resources for key stages 3–5 draw on a collection of short films 
called ‘How We Work’ , which were created as part of the ‘Protracted 
Displacement Economies’ multi-university research project led by 
the University of Sussex (www.displacementeconomies.org)

The resources address questions and themes across geography 
and the humanities including: migration, citizenship, displacement, 
cities, development and climate, as well as gender, place-based 
learning and alternative or informal economies. The resources are 
suitable for geography, citizenship, RE and other teaching modules, 
enabling a unique opportunity for students to draw connections 
and learn.

Choose one film to focus on, or make a selection of films (whatever 
works best for your classroom). 

The films look at a range of issues in Lebanon, Ethiopia, Pakistan, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Myanmar/Thailand. 
A full list of the films and the themes they focus on are listed on the 
reverse of this page - but these are not exhaustive, you may want 
to draw out other themes. 		

Each film has a workbook that includes a country information sheet, 
a film information sheet, and teaching activities, which vary but 
generally include: quizzes, discussion prompts, essay questions, 
and further resources conceived for KS3 to KS5. We have included 
focus notes and answers where the concepts are more advanced 
but please adapt as needed to your classroom and context. You 
may use any of these on their own, or use the whole workbook. 
*These resources may be printed in grayscale.   

A FILM TEACHING RESOURCE ON MIGRATION ECONOMIES
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HOW WE WORK – CYCLES

HEADLINE THEMES

Entrepreneurship; internal displacement; flour 
mills; market trade; women-owned businesses

Entrepreneurship; internal displacement; family; 
women-owned businesses

Herding; primary sector; settlement; informal 
economy; internal displacement; family 

Education; migration; urban challenges

Local economy; migration; mobility; music; youth; 
family

Child labour; recycling; poverty; refugees; waste 
management; informal economy; dignity

Community; neighbourliness; empathy; 
estrangement

Displacement; resilience; youth and human rights; 
entrepreneurship; injustice

Trans identity; displacement; entrepreneurship

Displacement; recycling; addiction

Informal economy; quality of life; education; 
settlement; refugees

Informal economy; primary sector; environment; 
place; identity

CYCLES 

CORNERSHOP BEATS 

NEIGHBOURHOOD OF CREATURES 

NAIMA 

THE TRANSLATOR 

STEPHANIE AND HER CHICKS 

MIGRATIONS

THE LABOUR OF ONE’S OWN HAND  
IS BEAUTIFUL

COMRADE OBAID

SUCEE’S SHOP

I HAD DREAMS, BUT

THE BITTER EMBRACE
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ETHIOPIA

LEBANON

MYANMAR/THAILAND

PAKISTAN


