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Geography A and AS level report 2026

Context and summary
Overall, for the UK" in 2026:

e Alevel outcomes for all subjects are similar to 2025 (Table 1).

e Alevel and AS level geography outcomes are broadly similar to 2025.
Comparing A level and AS level entries for the UK with 20252

e The population of 18-year-olds has increased by 3.9% and the number of
students taking A levels has increased by 2.4% to 349,917 students in 2026.

e The overall number of A level entries (all ages) has increased by 2.7% to
906,425.

e The number of A level entries for 18-year-olds has increased by 2.9% to
830769.

e 91.7% of entries at A level are for 18-year-olds.

e AS entries have increased very slightly (0.4%) to 134,910 in 2026 compared
with 134,372 in 2025 (Table 2).

e Overall, A level results for students of all ages at all grades remain higher for
females and the achievement gap remains the same. There is a similar
pattern at AS level, and while the achievement gap has narrowed, from 2.4%
to 2%, there is a slight decline in overall grade for both genders.

e The number of A level geography entries (all ages) accounts for 3.8% of all
entries (3.9% in 2025).

e In 2026, 96% of geography entries were 18-year-olds.

e The number of A level geography entries for 18-year-olds is 3.9% of all
entries. In 2025 this figure was 3.7%, an increase of 0.2%.

e Geography remains the 12" most popular A level subject, with an entry of
34,128. This is a slight decrease of 0.6% from 2025. However, the subject’s
ranking in the top 10 A level subjects by decrease in entries has fallen from 5%
to 10™.

"England, Northern Ireland and Wales (not Scotland)
2Source: https://www.jcq.org.uk/exam-results-data/
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pattern to 2025 (46F/54M in 2026, compared with 47F/53M in  Association

2025).

e The gender balance in geography entries shows a similar

In 2026, A level outcomes for all subjects were broadly similar to 2025 (Table 3 and

Figure1):

e 97.5% of A level results were awarded A*-E, the same as in 2025.

28.5% of A level results were awarded A*-A, compared to 28.3% in 2025.

9.6% of A level results were awarded A*, compared to 9.4% in 2025.
24.7% of AS results were awarded A, compared with 24.9% in 2025 (Table 4).

90.8% of AS results were awarded A-E, the same as in 2025.

Table 1: A level outcomes for all subjects in the UK, 2026

All
subjects: Entries A% | A*-A% | A*B% | A*-C% | A*-D % | A*-E % | A*-U %
A level
2026 906,425 9.6 28.5 55.8 78.4 91.6 97.5 100
2025 882,653 94 28.3 55.2 77.9 91.4 97.5 100
Change | o3 770 2.7%)| 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.0
2026-25 y (70 . . . . . . .

Table 2: AS outcomes for all subjects in the UK, 2026

ﬁ;l\ll eslubjectS: AS | Entries A% AB% | AC% | AD% | AE% | AU%
2026 134,910 24.7 46.9 67.4 82.1 90.8 100
2025 134,372 24.9 46.8 67.2 81.8 90.8 100
Change 538 (0.4%) | -0.3 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.0
2025-26

In 2026, geography A level results were broadly similar to those of 2025.
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Table 3: A level geography outcomes for the UK, 2026 Association

ﬁﬁ:g;fphy Entries | A*% | A“A% | A“B% | A*-C% | A~-D% | A*E% | A*-U %
2026 34,128 5.9 24.7 54.9 80.8 94.0 98.5 100
2025 34,336 6.2 24.4 54.1 80.1 93.9 98.6 100
Change -208
202625 | (-0.6%) | 03 0.3 0.8 0.7 0.1 -0.1 0.0
A Level Geography Results 2026 compared to 2025
120.0
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80.0
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Figure 1: A level geography cumulative results, 2025-2026

Although geography outcomes show little change in recent years, since 2023, when
compared with all subjects it has under-performed at grades A*-A, it is roughly in line

at A*-B and overperforms at A*-C, D and E.

The design, grading and regulation of A level differ between England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, which together make up the data for ‘the UK’. Standards are not
identical. Comparison with a school’'s home nation may be more valid for its
individual analysis of the 2026 results than the UK as a whole (Table 4).
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Table 4: A level entries 2026 in the UK and nations: All ages?

Nation Entries A* % A*-A% | A*B% | A*C% | A*-D% | A*-E% | A*-U %
The UK 34,128 59 24.7 54.9 80.8 94.0 98.5 100
England 31,156 5.8 24.5 54.6 80.7 94.0 98.5 100
Northern 14 764 7.9 206 634 | 873 97.0 99.4 100

Ireland

Wales 1,017 7.2 23.9 48.4 72.0 89.6 98.0 100

AS geography results (Table 5) also showed similar grade profiles in 2026 compared

with 2025.

Table 5: AS level geography outcomes for the UK, 2026

Ge°9|f‘2:;y AS | Entries | A% AB% | AC% | AD% | AE% | AU%
2026 5077 227 433 64.3 81.1 91.3 100
2025 4897 23.2 44.0 64.9 81.5 92.1 100

Change
oo o6 180 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.8 0.0

3Data may notadd up as the UK includes data for England, Wales, Northern Ireland and a small

proportion of students who enter these qualifications in Scotland, Channellslands and Isle of Man.
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1. Entries for A level geography in 2026 Association

Geography remained the 12" most popular A level subject with an entry of 34,128 or
3.8% compared with 3.9% in 2025 (Table 6).

Table 6: Top 10 entries in 2026, compared with 2025: All UK (all ages)*

Rank Subject Entries | % Change Rank Subject Entries | % Change
. Business
1 Mathematics | 115380 3.9 6 studies 46977 3.9
2 Psychology 79201 4.3 7 History 46960 5.0
3 Biology 73925 3.5 8 Physics 45800 1.9
4 Chemistry 65541 3.2 9 Sociology 43562 -0.7
. Art and

5 Economics 47157 10.5 10 design 42620 -1.2

12 Geography 34128 -0.6

There is a significant increase in economics and a smaller increase for the other
most popular subjects, which may reflect the growth in the population of students,
e.g. 18-year-olds.

Geography entries decreased slightly in 2026 by 206 (-0.6%, compared with a
decrease of 5.4% in 2025). Figure 2 shows this downward trend continues after

peaking in 2023, although less sharply.

4Source: https://www.jcqg.org.uk/a-level-interactive-results-dashboard/
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Figure 2: A level geography entries over time (2006-2026)

2. Results for geography 2026 in the UK
Entry and cumulative grade profiles

The results issued by JCQ on 13 August 2026 for the UK (for all ages) were as
follows (Table 7 and Figure 3).°

Grades were fairly consistent both in themselves and in comparison to all subjects,
i.e. fewer A* and A*-A.

Table 7: UK A level results, all subjects and geography

Year Subject Entries | A* % Ao/; A Ao/; B Ao/; c Ao/; D Ao/; E Ao/; u
2026 All subjects EZ?SS},Z? 9.60 | 2850 | 55.82 | 78.42 | 91.59 | 97.53 100
2026 | Geography ?;71;‘; 590 | 24.71 | 54.86 | 80.79 | 94.05 | 98.51 | 100
2025 | Geography ?;‘ ’g%? 6.20 | 2442 | 5415 | 80.08 | 93.94 | 98.64 | 100
Geography grade difference 370 | -3.79 | -0.96 237 246 0.98 0
vs all 2026 ’ ' ' ’ ' ’
Geography grade difference 324 | 387 | -1.07 214 259 1.18 0
vs all 2025 ) ) ) ) ) )

5Source: https://www.jcq.org.uk/exam-results-data/
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Distribution of A Level grades 2025 and 2026
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Figure 3: comparison of A level grade distribution, 2025 and 2026

Figure 4 shows that grade outcomes are largely unchanged year on year, roughly

returning to pre-COVID-19 figures.
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Figure 4: A level geography outcomes over time (2018-2026)

The gender imbalance for geography entries is largely unchanged at 54:46 (M:F).

While male entries exceed female, males underperform in the highest grades

compared with females in geography and nationally in all subjects (Tables 8 and 9).

© Geographical Association, 2026
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Table 8: Male entries, UK

A*-A A*-B A*-C A*-D | A*E | A*-U

: : * 0,
Year Subject Entries A* % o, % % o, % o,
2026 All subjects 417,782 10.2 28.9 54.5 76.8 90.5 97.1 100
18,503
2026 Geography (4.43%) 3.9 19.2 48.2 76.8 92.8 98.2 | 100
2025 | Geography | 8212 | 4o | 185 | 469 | 758 | 924 | 984 | 100
graphy (4.48%) . ) . . : .
Geography grade difference 6.30 9.77 6.35 0.00 293 105 0
vs all 2026 ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’
Geography grade difference
vs all 2025 -5.70 -9.95 -6.72 -0.23 2.24 1.34 0

Female

Table 9: Female entries, UK

: . A*A | A*B | A*C | A*D | A“E | A*-U
Year Subject Entries A* % % % % % % %
2026 | All subjects | 488643 | 91 | 280 | 569 | 79.8 | 925 | 97.9 | 100
2026 | Geography | 13625 | g4 | 313 | 628 | 855 | 956 | 989 | 100
(5200 . . . . . .
2025 | Geography | 18124 | g5 | 311 | 624 | 850 | 957 | 99.0 | 100
(3.3650) . . . . . .
Geography grade difference 075 | 324 | 586 | 569 | 309 | 1.03 | 0
vs all 2026
Geography grade difference 054 | 296 | 577 | 535 | 331 | 113 | o
vs all 2025
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3. Results for A level geography 2026 in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

Table 10: Cumulative percentages by grade for all students in each home nation®

A*-A A*-B A*-C A*-D A*-E | A*-U

Nation Year | Entries | A* % % % % o o o
A Level
England 2026 31,156 5.8 24.5 54.6 80.7 94.0 98.5 100
A Level
England 2025 31,183 6.1 241 53.8 79.8 93.9 98.6 100

A Level NI 2026 1,761 7.9 29.6 63.4 87.3 97.0 99.4 100

A Level NI 2025 1,861 7.1 30.1 62.0 86.5 96.6 99.4 100

A Level Wales | 2026 1,017 7.2 23.9 48.4 72.0 89.6 98.0 100

A Level Wales | 2025 1,067 7.3 246 50.7 76.6 90.3 98.3 100

The number of geography A level entries has decreased slightly from 31,183 in 2025
to 31,156 in the England in 2026. This is 3.7% of the total entries. Entries in Northern
Ireland and Wales are also down from 2025 (Tables 10 and 11).

8 Source: https://www.jcqg.org.uk/exam-results-data/
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Table 11: A level cumulative percentages by grade and gender 2026 for each nation’
Change A* Change A*. Change A*. Change A* Change A*. Change A* Change | A*-
Year Subject Location Sex Entries 2025- o, 2025- A% 2025- B % 2025- C % 2025- D % 2025- E % 2025- U
26 ’ 26 ’ 26 ° 26 ’ 26 ° 26 ’ 26 %
2026 | Geography | AIUK | Female | 15,625 -499 8.4 0.2 31.3 0.1 62.8 0.4 85.5 0.5 95.6 0.1 98.9 0.1 100
2025 | Geography | AIUK | Female | 16,124 8.6 31.1 62.4 84.9 95.7 99.0 100
2026 | Geography | All UK Male | 18,503 291 3.9 0.3 19.2 0.7 48.2 1.3 76.8 1.1 92.7 0.3 98.2 0.2 100
2025 | Geography | All UK Male | 18,212 4.2 18.5 46.9 75.8 92.4 98.3 100
Male
2026 | Geography | All UK and 34,128 208 5.9 0.3 24.7 0.3 54.9 0.7 80.8 0.7 94.0 0.1 98.5 0.1 100
Female
Male
2025 | Geography | All UK and 34,336 6.2 24.4 54.1 80.1 93.9 98.6 100
Female
2026 | Geography | England | Female | 14,195 -439 8.2 0.3 31.0 0.3 62.6 0.6 85.4 0.6 95.5 0.1 98.9 0.1 100
2025 | Geography | England | Female | 14,634 8.5 30.7 62.0 84.7 95.6 99.0 100
2026 | Geography | England Male | 16,961 412 3.8 0.3 19.0 0.8 47.9 1.3 76.8 1.4 92.8 0.4 98.1 0.1 100
2025 | Geography | England Male | 16,549 4.1 18.3 46.5 75.4 92.4 98.3 100
Male
2026 | Geography | England and 31,156 27 5.8 0.4 24.5 0.4 54.6 0.8 80.7 0.9 94.0 0.1 98.5 0.1 100
Female
Male
2025 | Geography | England and 31,183 6.1 24.1 53.8 79.8 93.9 98.6 100
Female
Northern
2026 | Geography | " | Female 920 5 10.8 14 35.0 3.2 68.3 2.0 90.0 0.3 97.6 0.7 99.5 0.2 100
2025 | Geography ’\:fef::(;” Female | 925 9.4 38.2 70.3 90.3 8.3 99.7 100
2026 | Geography ’\:r"ef::(;” Male 841 -95 4.8 02 | 237 15 |580| 42 |844 17 | 96.3 14 | 993 | 02 |100
2025 | Geography ’\:r"ef;‘rfdm Male 936 4.9 22.1 53.8 82.7 94.9 99.0 100
Northern Male
2026 | Geography | "o and 1,761 -100 7.9 0.7 29.6 0.5 63.4 1.4 87.3 0.9 97.0 0.4 99.4 0.0 100
Female
Northern Male
2025 | Geography and 1,861 7.1 30.1 62.0 86.5 96.6 99.4 100
Ireland
Female
7Source: https://www.jcqg.org.uk/exam-results-data/
10
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2026 | Geography Wales Female 420 -60 11.7 1.9 33.3 1.7 56.9 -1.8 77.4 -3.7 92.6 1.2 98.3 0.6 100
2025 | Geography Wales Female 480 9.8 31.7 58.8 81.0 91.5 97.7 100
2026 | Geography Wales Male 597 10 4.0 -1.3 17.3 -1.7 42.4 -1.7 68.2 4.7 87.4 -1.8 97.8 -1.0 100
2025 | Geography Wales Male 587 5.3 18.9 441 72.9 89.3 98.8 100
Male
2026 | Geography Wales and 1,017 -50 7.2 -0.1 23.9 -0.8 48.4 -2.3 72.0 -4.6 89.6 -0.7 98.0 -0.3 100
Female
Male
2025 | Geography Wales and 1,067 7.3 24.6 50.7 76.6 90.3 98.3 100
Female
11
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4. Entries for AS level geography in 2026

UK entries for all AS qualifications are slightly up from 134,372 in 2025 to 134,910 in
2026 an increase of 0.4% (Table 12). The individual picture across the nations
differs. Northern Ireland continues to see a slight rise in AS entries, and Wales has
seen a large increase over last year, whereas in England the trend of declining
uptake continues.

Table 12: AS level all subjects results, 2025-26

. ; . Change o A-B | A-C | A-D | A-E | AU
Year | Subject | Location | Entries 2025-26 A% % % % % %

Al 538

2026 | foce | AIUK | 134910 | W | 247 | 469 | 67.4 | 821 | 90.8 | 100

2025 AllUK | 134,372 249 | 46.8 | 67.2 | 81.8 | 90.8 | 100

2026 England | 48,824 (:;%‘f,/zo ) | 239 | 419 | 50.9 | 75.1 | 856 | 100

2025 England | 50,466 248 | 422 | 59.3 | 74.3 | 856 | 100
Northern 83

2026 roland | 43582 | (g0, | 276 | 567 | 795 | 91.5 | 966 | 100

2025 Northern | 43 499 271 | 55.4 | 79.0 | 91.3 | 96.7 | 100

Ireland
2026 Wales | 42,082 | 2192 | 205 | 425 | 63.7 | 80.3 | 90.7 | 100
(5.4%)
2025 Wales | 39,930 227 | 433 | 645 | 80.8 | 90.9 | 100

A similar trend can be observed in the geography AS entries across the nations. The
number of entries in the UK rose very slightly, from 4,897 in 2025 to 5,077 in 2026, a
change of 3.7% (see Tables 13 and 14). Again, there is a positive increase for
Northern Ireland and Wales of 8.6% and 7.1% respectively and a downwards trend
in England of -9.2%. The higher number of students taking AS in Northern Ireland
may be attributable to differences in qualification design where it is a stand-alone
qualification.

12
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Table 13: Geography AS level entries, 2024-2026
% % % %
Northern UK (not
Year | England Wales Change | Change | Change | Change
Ireland Scotland) England NI Wales UK
2024 1,452 2,338 1,419 5,210 -14.9% 18.8% 7.0% 4.2%
2025 1,252 2,318 1,327 4,897 -13.8% -0.9% -6.5% -6.0%
2026 1,137 2,518 1,421 5,077 -9.2% 8.6% 7.1% 3.7%

Similar to A level geography, there is also a gender imbalance in entries which is also
largely unchanged (46F:54M in 2026 compared with 45F:55M in 2025).

5. Results for AS level geography 2026 in England, Wales and Northern

Ireland

Table 14: AS level geography results: all nations, 2026

Year | Location | Entries | $13N9€ | Ao | AB% | AC% | AD% | AE% | AU%
2025-26
2026 | ANUK | 5077 | 180 | 227 | 433 | 643 | 811 | 913 | 100
’ (0.37%) : : : : :
2025 | AIUK | 4897 232 | 440 | 649 | 815 | 921 100
2026 | England | 1,137 | 15 | 236 | 410 | 623 | 782 | 879 | 100
g b (_9.2%) - . - . .
2025 | England | 1,252 231 | 411 | 592 | 765 | 879 | 100
Northern 200
2026 | 0o | 2518 | ggoy | 242 | 475 | 689 | 853 | o45 | 100
Northern
2025 | \OOMe | 2318 261 | 504 | 726 | 80 | 95 | 100
2026 | Wales | 1,421 94 195 | 376 | 579 | 761 | 882 | 100
(7.1%)
2025 | Wales | 1,327 181 | 354 | 568 | 748 | 882 | 100
13
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Although entries in England show a decline in number, the grades achieved are
similar in 2026 compared with 2025. Male outcomes in England are largely positive
for grades A-E and females C-E. Outcomes for females in Wales has increased in all

grades with males largely down except A-B. However, outcomes in Northern Ireland

have declined in largely all grades. This is significant for females for grades A-E and
males C-E. (Table 15).

14
© Geographical Association, 2026



S

Geographical
Association

Table 15: AS Level cumulative percentages by grade and gender 2026 for each nation?®

Chan

. . Entrie ge Change A-B Change A-C Change A-D Change A-E Change A-U

Year | Subject | Location | Age Sex s 2025- | A% | 202526 | % | 202526 | % | 202526 | % | 202526 | % | 202526 | %
26
2026 | Geography | AIUK | Allages | Female | 2,343 | 121 28.4 -0.4 49.8 1.8 69.7 0.6 84.4 1.0 93.1 -0.8 100.0
2025 | Geography | AIUK | Allages | Female | 2,222 28.8 51.6 70.3 85.4 93.9 100.0
2026 | Geography | AIUK | All ages Male 2,734 59 17.9 0.6 37.7 0.1 59.7 0.7 78.3 0.1 89.7 0.8 100.0
2025 | Geography | AIUK | All ages Male 2,675 18.5 37.6 60.4 78.2 90.5 100.0
All Male and
2026 | Geography | All UK ages Fomals | 5077 | 180 | 227 0.4 43.3 0.7 64.3 0.6 81.1 0.3 91.3 0.8 100.0
2025 | Geography | AIUK | All ages Nl'if’naalr;d 4,897 23.2 44.0 64.9 81.5 92.1 100.0
2026 Geography England All ages Female 496 -39 24.8 -0.8 43.5 0.0 63.7 3.9 78.8 -0.8 87.5 -2.8 100.0
2025 Geography England All ages Female 535 25.6 43.6 59.8 79.6 90.3 100.0
2026 | Geography | England | All ages Male 641 -76 22.6 1.4 39.0 0.3 61.2 2.4 77.7 35 88.1 2.0 100.0
2025 Geography England All ages Male 717 21.2 39.3 58.7 74.2 86.2 100.0
2026 | G hy | England Al Male and | 4 457 115 | 23.6 0.5 41.0 0.1 62.3 3.1 78.2 1.7 87.9 0.1 100.0
eography nglan ages Female , - . . . . . . . . . . .
2025 | Geography | England | All ages N'Fﬂfn:lr;d 1,252 23.1 41.1 59.2 76.5 87.9 100.0
2026 | Geography ’\:r"ef;‘rfdm Allages | Female | 1,269 97 29.2 2.7 52.7 5.2 73.6 5.2 87.5 3.2 95.6 1.8 100.0
2025 | Geography ’\:;T::J” Allages | Female | 1,172 31.9 57.9 78.8 90.8 97.4 100.0
Northern
2026 | Geography | > 1% | All ages Male 1,249 | 103 19.1 1.0 42.3 0.4 64.1 2.3 82.9 2.1 93.4 2.1 100.0
2025 | Geography ’\:r"ef::(;” All ages Male 1,146 20.2 427 66.3 85.1 95.5 100.0
Northern All Male and
2026 | Geography | '\ 1o ages Formols | 2518 | 200 | 242 1.9 47.5 2.9 68.9 3.7 85.3 2.7 94.5 1.9 100.0
2025 | Geography | NOTthemM | aj ages | Maleand |, a9 26.1 50.4 72.6 88.0 96.5 100.0
Ireland Female

8Source: https://www.jcq.org.uk/exam-results-data/
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2026 | Geography | Wales All ages | Female 578 63 296 | 47 486 | 32 663 | 43 822 |32 924 | 25 100.0
2025 | Geography Wales All ages | Female 515 24.9 45.4 61.9 79.0 89.9 100.0
2026 | Geography | Wales All ages | Male 843 31 126 | 1.2 30.1 11 522 | 14 720 | 0.0 854 | 1.8 100.0
2025 | Geography Wales All ages | Male 812 13.8 29.1 53.6 72.0 87.2 100.0
2026 | Geography | Wales | All ages r::;:d 1,421 | 04 195 | 1.4 376 | 22 579 | 1.1 76.1 1.4 88.2 | 0.0 100.0
2025 | Geography | Wales | All ages r::;end 1,327 18.1 35.4 56.8 74.8 88.2 100.0

Appendix 1: The geography of A level in England

Ofqual analytics® provide interactive visualisations organised by qualification level to explore data and produce insights. Figures 5 -
7'% enable a spatial pattern in the percentage achieving selected grades in geography in England which can be compared with
Figure 8, showing the awarding of grades E and above for all subjects.

Figures 5 - 8 illustrate interactive maps which show results by regions in England, and it is worth studying the data on the website
to explore these patterns in more detail if you are in England. It is also possible to examine variability in centres and outcomes by

centre type as well as grade outcomes and subject combinations and outcomes.

® https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/
9Source: https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/apps/Alevel/County/
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Figure 5: Map of A level geography grade
outcomes, all ages, by region in England -
A* 2026.

Figure 6: Map of A level geography grade
outcomes, all ages, by region in England - C
and above, 2026.
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Figure 7: Map of A level geography grade
outcomes, all ages, by region in England - E
and above 2026.

Figure 8: Map of A level all subjects grade
outcomes by region in England - E and
above, 2026.

Note: contains OS data, Crown copyright 2023.

For further analysis of results, JCQ have developed a dashboard which might

provide further insights™.

" https://www.jcq.org.uk/a-level-interactive-results-dashboard/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual
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https://ccea.org.uk/regulation
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https://qualificationswales.org/english

https://qualificationswales.org/cymraeqg

Education Department Links
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https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
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https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/
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https://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/?lang=en
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